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LEGEND OF MONTROSE. 



CHAPTER I. 



Ill a rebeDioDy 



When wbat's not meet» but what mast be, waila 
Then weie they dioaen ; in a better hour. 
Let what is meet be said it most be meet. 
And throw their power i*the dust. 

CORIOLANVl. 

Ik a small apartment Yemote from Uie rest 
of the guests assembled at the castle^ Sir 
Duncan Campbell was presented with everj 
species of refreshment^ and respectfully at<- 
tended by Lord Menteith, and by Allan 
M^Aulay* His discourse with the latter 
turned upon a sort of hunting campaign, 
in which they had been engaged together 
. against the Children of the Mistr with 
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whom the Knight of Ardenvohr, as well 
as the M< Aulays, had a deadly and irrecoit* 
cilable feud. Sir Duncan, however, speedily 
endeavoured to lead back the conversation 
to the subject of his present errand to the 
castle of Darnltnvarach. 

<* It grieved him to the very heart," he 
said, ^^ to see that friends and ne^hbourSy 
who should stand shoulder to shoulder^ 
were likely to be engaged hand to hand in 
a cause which so little concerned them. 
What signifies it," he said, *^ to th<e High- 
land chiefs, whether King or Parliament got 
uppermost ? Were it not better to let them 
settle their own differences without inter- 
ference, while the chiefs in the mean time 
t<K>kthe opportunity ^of establishing their 
own authority in a manner not- to be called 
in question hereafter by either King or 
Parliament ? He reminded Allan M'Aulay 
that the measures taken in the last reign to 
settle the peace, as was alleged of the High- 
lands, were in fact levelled at the patri- 
archal power of the chieftains,— and he 

10 
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mentioned the celebrated settlement of the 
Fife undertakers, as they were called, in 
the Lewis, as part of a deliberate plan, 
formed to introduce strangers among the 
Cfeltic tribes, to destroy by degrees their 
ancient customs and mode of government, 
and to despoil them of the inheritance of 
their fathers. And yet," he continued, ad- 
dressing AIlaA, *^ it is for the purpose of 
giving despotic authority to the monarch 
by whom these designs have been nursed, 
that so many Highland chiefs are upon the 
point of quarrelling with, and drawing the 
sword against their neighbours, allies, and 
ancient confederates." 

« It is to my brother," said Allan, " it'is 
to the eldest son of my father's house that 
the Knight of Ardenvohr must address 
these remonstrances. I am, indeed, the 
broflier pf Angus ; but in being so, I am 
only the first of his clansmen, and bound 
to shew an example to the others by my 
chearful and ready obedience to his com* 
mands." 
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*« The cause also,"* said Lord Menteith, 
interposing, ** is far more general than Sir 
Puncan Campbell seems to suppose it. It 
is neither limited to Saxon nor to Gaei^ 
to n)ountain nor to strath, to Highlandt 
QOT to Lowlands. The question is, if we will 
continue to be governed by the unlimited 
authority assumed by a set of persjons in 
no respect superior to ourselves, instead of 
returning to the natural government of the 
Prince against whom they have rebelled* 
And respecting the interest of the High- 
lands in particular,*' he added, " I oivve 
Sir Puncan Campbell's pardon for my pkiSin-* 
ness ; but it seems very clear to me, tbaj^ 
the only effect produced by the present 
usurpation, will be the agrandisement of 
one overgrown clan at the expence of every 
independent chief in the Highlands." 

•* I will not reply to you, my lord," said 
Sir Duncan Campbell, *« because 1 ki^ow 
your prejudices, and from whom they are 
borrowed ; yet you will pardon my saying, 
that being at the head of a rival branch of 



the fiottse of Graham, I have both reid of 
and khovm an £arl of JMlenteith who would 
have disdained to have been tfltofd^- in 
poUticir or ta : haye been commanded in 
WW, by an £ari of Montrose." 

« You wi^li find it in vain, Sir Duncan/ 
md Lor dr Menteiih, haiightily, *^ to set my 
Tani^ran ajrms against. my principles. The 
ILin^^^ve : my. ancestoririptheir title and 
rank j and th^j»e dball never prevent my 
aeljing^ in the^oyal cause, under any on^ 
wlia is. better qualified than myself to be a 
-tomiSAnder in chief. Least of all, ^sAi 
any miserable je^ousy prevent me from 
placing my hand and sword under the gui 
dance <^ the bravest, the most loyal, (he 
most heroic spirit among our Scottish no^ 
hility.** : 

. «« Pity," said Sir Duncan Campbell, «' that 
you cannot add to his panegyric the farther 
epithets of the most steady, and the most 
consistent* But I have !I8 purpose of der 
bating these poi^ls with you, my lord»" 
waving his hand, as if to avoid further dis» 



^ ' 
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cusrion ; ^ the die is cast with you ; al- 
low me only to express my sorrow Ibt the 
disastrous fate to which Angus M'Aitlay's 
natural rasbne^, and your loitiship.'i influ-r 
ence, are dragging my gallant friend Alfam 
here, with his father's clan, and many a 
brave man besides." 

' ^ The die is cast f^ us all^ Sfo DiiiieatH^ 
replied Allan, looking gldoiioy ; ^ the irdtt 
batid of destiny branded our fitte upcm our 
lore- bead long ere we eouM form a wikb, 
or raise a finger in our own behatf« Were 
,ihi8 otherwise^ by what means does th^ Sctr 
ascertain the future from those shadowy 
presages which haunt his waking and his 
kleeping eye ? Nought can be foreseen but 
that which is certain to happen.'' 

Sir Duncan Campbell was about to reply, 
and the darkest and most contested point 
of metaphysics might have been brought 
into discussion betwixt two Highland dis- 
putants, when the door opened, and Annot 
Lyle, with her clairshach in her hand, en* 
tered the apartment. The freedom of a 
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Highland suuden was in her step and in 
her eye; for»^ bred up in the closest in- 
timacy with the Laird of M^Aulay and his 
brotlier» with Lord Menteith* and other 
youi^ men who frequented Darnlinvarach, 
she possessed none of that timidity which a 
female educated chiefly among her own sex 
would either have felt» or thought aeces* 
my to. assum^ upon an occasion like the 
j^oent* 

Her dress partook of the antique^ for 
new fashions seldom penetrated into the 
H^hlandsy nor would they easily have 
found their way to a castie inhabited chief- 
ly by men whose sole occupation was war» 
and the chase* Yet Annot's garments were 
not only becomingt but even rich. Her 
open jacket, with a high collar, was com* 
posed of blue cloth, richly embroidered, 
and had silvdt clasps to fasten, when it 
pleased the wearer. Its sleeves^ which 
were wide, came no lower than the elbow, 
and terminated in a golden fringe; under 
this upper coat, if it can be so termedi the 
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wore an under dress of blue satki, 
richly embroidered, but which was several 
shades lighter in colour than the upper gar- 
ment. The petticoat was formed of tartan 
silk, in the set, or pattern, of which th&co« 
lour of blue greatlj predominated, so as ta 
remove the tawdry effect too frequently pro- 
duced in tartan^ by the mixture and strong 
opposition of colours^ An antique silver 
chain hung round her neck, and supported 
die wrestp or key with which she tuned her 
instru men t. A small ruff rose ai)ove her eolr- 
lar, and was secured by a broach of some va- 
lue, an old keep-sake from Lord Menteith. 
Her profusion of light hair almost hid her 
laughing eyes, while, with a smile and a 
blushi she mentioned that she had M^Au- 
lay's directions to ask them if they chose 
music. Sir Duncan Campbell ga^d with 
considerable surprise and interest at the 
lovely ajpparition which thus interrupted 
his debate with Allan M^Aulay. 

«< Can this,** he said to him in a whkper,, 
<< a creature so beautiful and elegant, be a 
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domestic musician of your brother's estSr 
hiishmeat ?" 

<< By no meansy" answered Allan, hastily 
yet with some hesitation ; ** she is a «-«-*- a 
— *near relation of our family-— and treated," 
he added, more firmly, *^ as an adopted 
daughter of our father's house." 

As he spoke thuy, he arose from his seat, 
and with that air of courtesy which everj 
Highlander can assume when it suits him 
to practise it, he resigned it to Annot, and 
offered to her, at the same time, whatever 
refireshments the table afforded, with an as- 

m 

nduity which was probably designed to 
give Sir Duncan an impression of her rank 
and consequence. If such was Allan's pur- 
pose, however, it was uonecessa^. Sir 
Duncan kept his eyes fixed upon Annot 
with an eJipression of much deeper interest 
than could have arisen from any impression 
that she was a person of . consequence. 
Annot even felt embarrassed under the old 
knight's steady gaze ; and it was not with- 
out considerable Hesitation, that, tuning 
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her instrument, and receiving, an assenting 
look from Lord Menteith and Allan, sht 
executed the &Uowtng ballad, which our 
friend, Mr Secundus M^Pherson, whose 
goodness we had before to acknowledge^ 
•lias (hus translated into the English tongue : 

THE ORPHAN MAID. 

November's hail-cloud drifts away^ ,- 

Novemb^'s sun^beam wan 
Looks cold^ on the castle greyj 

When forth eoBies IaAj Aone. 

• . • 

The orphan by the oak was ^set^ 

Her arms^ her feet^ were bare> 
The hail-drops had not melted yetj 

Amid her xiiven hair. . . 

'' And^ dame^" she said^ '' by all the ties 

That ciuld and mother know. 
Aid mie whp never Icnew Aese jeg^ 

Relieve «i orj^ian's woe." 

The lady said, '' An orphan's state 

Is hard and sad to bear ; 
Yet wsoBse the widowed iA0tber*8 fiite, ' . 

Whe mefumaJiMh lord and heir* 
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'' Tn^e time^ the roBiiig year has tped, 
Siooe, whik iGnom vcn^^eanoe wild 

Of fierce Stnthalhoi's chief I fled, 
Perth's eddiee wfadmed ny chSd," 

' * Twelve times the year its course has born/' 

The wandering nudd replied, 
^ Smoe fishers cm St Bridget's morn 
Drew uels 4111 CSanqpsie side* 

*' St Bridget sent no scaly spoil ; 

An infant, well nigh dead. 
They saved, and reared in want and toil. 

To beg finna you her bread." 

That oiphan maid the lady kissed,— 

'^ My husband's looks you bear; 
Saint Bridget and her morn be blessed 1 
* You are his widow's heir.** 

They've robed that maid, so poor and pale^ 

In silk and siw i^ftU rare ; 
And pearls, for drops of frozen hail. 

Are glistening in her hair.* 



* The admirers of pure Celtic antiquity, notwithstand- 
iag the elegance of the above translation, may be desi- 
rous to see a literal version from the original Gaeli^ 
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While the song proceeded ^ Lord Men* 
teith observed, with some surprisey that it 



which we therefore subjoin ; jmd have -only to ttdd^ 
that the original is deposited with Mr Jededjah Cleish* 
botham. 

LiTKRAI. TSAK8I/ATI0K< 

The hail-blast had drifted away upon the wii^ of 
the gale of autumn. The sun looked from between the 
clouds^ pale as the wounded hero who rears his head 
feebly on the heath when the roar of battle hath passed 
0Ter him. 

Finele^ the Lady of the Castle, came forth to see her 
nuddens pass to the herds with their leglins. 

There sat an orphan maiden beneath the old oak-tree 
of appointment. The withered leaves fell around her, 
• and her heart was more withered than they. 

The parent of the ice (poetically taken for the ficoat) 
sdll congealed the hail-drops in her hair ; they weve 
like the specks of white ashes on the twisted boughs oi 
the blackened and half-consumed oak. 

And the maiden said, *^ Give me comfort, Lady^ I 
am an orphan child." And the Lady repliftd, '* How 
call I give that which I have not? I am the widow of 
a slain lord,— the mother of a perished child. When I 
iied in my fear from the vengeance of my husband^a 
%e, oiur bark was overwhelmed in the tide, and my Sn« 
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appeared to produce a much deeper effect 
upon the mind of Sir Duncan Campbell^ 
than he could possibly have anticipated 
from his age and character. He well knew 
that the Highlanders of that period posses- 
sed a much greater sensibility both for tale 
and song than was found among their Low- 
land neighbours ; but even this, he thought, 
hardly accounted for the embarrassmem 
with which the old man withdrew his eyea 



fant perished. This was on Saint Bridget's mom, near 
tbe stroi^ Lyns of Campsie. May ill lack light upon 
the day." And the maiden answered, ^* It was on Saint 
Bridget's morn, and twelve harvests before this time, 
that the fishermen of Cauipsie drew in their nets neither 
grilse nor salmon, but an infant half dead, who hath since 
lived in misery, and must die, unless she is now aided/' 
And the Lady answered, " Blessed be Saint Bridget 
and her mom, for these are the dark eyes and the fti» 
eon look of my slain lord; and thine shall be the inhe« 
ritance of his widow," And she called for her waiting 
adendants> and she bade them clothe that maiden in 
sflk and in samite; and the pearls which they hhrt 
wove unong her black tressesy were whiter than th« 
firocen baiUdropsk 
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from the songstress, as if unwiUingto suffer 
them to rest^n an object. so interesting. 
Still less was it to be expected , that fea« 
ttires which expressed pride, stern common 
sense, and the austere habit of authority, 
should have been so much agitated by so 
trivial a circumstance. As the Cbief^s brow 
became clouded, he dropped his large shag* 
gy grey eye-brows until they almost con- 
cealed his eyes, on the lids of which some- 
thing like atear might be seen to glisten* 
He remained silent and fixed in the same 
posture for a minute or two, after the last 
note had ceased to vibrate. He then rai« 
sed his head, and having looked at Annot 
Lyle, as if about to speak to her, he as sud- 
denly changed that purpose, and was about 
to address Allan, when the door opened 
and the Loid of the Castle made his ap^ 
pearance. 
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CHAPTISlt II. 

Dark on their journey loured the gloomy day, 
Wfld were the hillc^ and doubtfiil grew the way ) 
liuBe.d»rk»)QMire ^rnrn^, and more dbulflfiily •liew'cl 
The mansion, .which received them* from the road. 

#• r • • ' 

Angus M* Aulay was charged with a ine3« 
sage which he seemed to find some difficul- 
ty in communicating ; for it was not till 
after he had framed his speech several di£ 
ferent ways, and blundered them all» that 
he succeeded in letting Sir Duncan Camp- 
bell know that the cavalier who was to ac- 
company him was waiting in readiness^ 
and that all was prepared for his return to 
Inverary. , Sir Duncan Campbell rose up 
very indignantly; the affront which this 
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mmsBge implied immediately driving out 
of his recollection the sensibility which had 
been awakened by the music. 

^< I little expected this," he said, looking 
indignantly at Angus. M^AuIay. << I little 
thought that there was a chief in the West 
Highlands, who, at the pleasure of a Saxoti» 
would have bid the Knight of Ardepvohr 
leave his castle when the sun was declining 
from the meridian, and ere the second ctqp 
bad be^d filled. But farewell, sir, the food 
of a churl does not satisfy the appetites 
when I next revisit Darntinvarach, it eftalr 
be^with a naked sword in one band and a 
fire-brand in the other." 

** And if you so come," said Angus, «* I 
pledge myself to meet you fairly, though 
you brought five hundred Campbells at 
your back, and to afibrd you and them such 
entertainment that you shall not again com** 
plain of the hospitality of Darnlinvarach." 

" Threatened men," said Sir Duncan* 
'< live long. Your turn for gasconading. 
Laird of M^ Aulay, is too well known, that 
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men of honour should r^ard your Tftontt^ 
To yoD, my lord, and to Allan, who have 
supplied, the place of my churlish hostt I 
leave my thanks. And to you, pretty 
mistress/' he said, addressing Annot Lyle» 
<* this little token, of having opened a 
fountain which hath been dry for many a 
year." So saying he left the apartm^nt^ 
and commanded his attendants tp be sum* 
SQoned* Angus M^Aulay, equally embar- 
rassed and incensed at the charge of inhos- 
pitality, which was the greatest possible 
stflBront to a Highlander, did not follow Sir 
Duncan to the court^yard, where mounting 
bis palfrey, which was in readiness, follow* 
ed by six mounted attendants, and accom* 
panied by the noble Captain Dalgetty, who 
had also awaited him, holding Gostavus 
ready for action, though he did not draw 
his girths and mount till Sir Duncan ap* 
peared, the whole cavalcade left the castle« 
The journey was long and toilsome, but 
without any of the extreme privatk>ns 
which the Laird of M^Aulay had prophe# 
sied* In truth, Sir Duncan was very caiu 



tioits to avdid those nearer and more secrefc 
paths, by meaiis of whieh the county of 
Argyle was acceiKtMnle from the westward } 
fcr bis relation and chief, the Marquis, was 
used to boast, that he would not for a hun- 
dred thousand crowns any mortal should 
know the passes by which an armed force 
could penetrate into his country. 

Sir Duncan GampbeH, 'therefore, rather 
fthunned the Highlands, and falling intd 
tile low country, made fbr the nearest sea^- 
por^ where he had several half-decked gaU 
HeSy or birlings, as they were called, at his 
command. In one of these they embarked^, 
with Gttstavus in company, who was so 
seasoned to adventure, that land and sea 
seemed as indifferent to him as to his mas« 
ten 

The wind being favourable, they pursu- 
ed thek way rigidly with sails and oars ; and 
early the next morning it was announced 
to Captain Dalgetty, then in a small cabin 
under the half-decfc, that the galley was 
under the walls of Sir Duncas' Campbell's 
castle. 
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ArdenvdliiV accoidiii^y* fose lug^ above 
hioa^ when he came upon the deck of the 
galey* It ,wa« a gloeoiy square tower, o£ 
considerable size and great height, situated 
upon a headland projecting into the salt 
water lake, or arm of the sea, wl»ch thqr 
had entered on the f)receding evening. A 
wall, with flanking towers at each angle, 
surrounded the castle to landward; but to^ 
wards the lake, it was built so near the 
brink of the precipice as only to leave room 
for a battery of seven gians, designed ta 
protect the fortresa from any insult from 
that dde, although situated too h^ to be 
of any elSectual use according to the mo- 
dern system of warfare. 

The eastern sun, rising behiud the old 
tower, flung its shadow far on the lake^ 
darkening the deck of the galley, on which 
Captain Dalgetty now walked^ wiiiting with 
some impatience the sigm^ to land* Sir> 
Duncan Campbell, as he was informed by 
bis attendants^ was $dr^y w|thtn.t)ie walls 
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of the casde ; bat no one encouraged tim 
captain's proposal of foUowing him ashore, 
unttli as they stated, they should receive 
the direct permission or order of the Knight 
of Ardenrofar. 

In a short time afterwards the man« 
date arrived, while a boat, with a piper 
in the bow, bearing the Knight of Ar-- 
denvohr^s crest in silyer upon his left 
arm, and playing with all his might tlie 
family march, entitled The Campbells are 
Coming, arrived to conduct the envoy of 
Montrose to the castle of Ardenvohn 
llie distance between the galley and the 
beach was so short as scarce to require the 
assistance of the eight sturdy rowers, in 
bonnets, short coats, and trews, whose 
efibrts sent the boat to the little creek in 
which ihey usually landed, before one could 
have conceived that it had left the side of 
the birling. Two of the boatmen, in spite 
of Dalgetty's resistance, horsed the captain 
on the back of a third Highlander, and 
wading through the surf with him, landed 
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htm h%h and diy upon the beaoh beneath 
the casde rock. In tiie hce of this rock 
Aere appeared someliiiBg like the entrance 
of a lov-browed cavern^ towards which the 
assistants were preparing to hurry our fiiend 
Dalgetty, when, shaking himself loose ffom 
them with some difficulty, he insisted upon 
fleeifigOustavus safely landed before he pro« 
cefeded one step farther. The Highlanders 
ooidd not corapreheiid what he meant, un- 
til one who had picked up a little English, 
or rather Lowland Scotch, exclaimed, 
** Houts ! its a' about her horse^ ta useless 
baste.^ Further remonstrance on the part 
of Caption Dalgetty was interrupted by 
the aj^wance of Sir Duncan Campbell 
himself, from the mouth of the cavern 
which we have described, for the purpose 
of inviting Captain Dalgetty to accept of 
the hospitality of Ardenvohr, pledging 
bit honour, at the same time, that Gusta- 
vus should be treated as became the hero 

from whom he derived his name, not to 

i 

' mti^on the important person to whom be 



now beloiieed. Net^wilhBtMflliig tbis $itig- 
factoryguaranteeb Captajn DfdgeUy would 
still have hositated, n^ w$», Im ^m^M^f 
to witums tli« ffkt/e ^f bis coippimcm Gm- 
t^vus, had not two H^Maad^B seksfld him 
by the araia» two more pushied hip 4Ni bis- 
hiiid» while a fifth exclaimed, ^ Hout awn* 
wi' the daft SaseniMjh ! doQs she 90 hear 
^ laird biddiQg h^r up to her 49uui ca$tle» 
and is na tliajt yery mickle faiono^ir leir the 
like o* her ?" 

Thus impelled. Captain Dalgetty e^ulfl 
onljr keep a reverted eye tpwar^s, the g$l^> 
ley in which he had left the fMuHier t)£ his 
military toils. In a few minutes afterwards, 
he found himself involved in the total dark;- 
ness of a staircasCf which, entering from 
the low-browed cavefn which we have meapi* 
tioned, winded upwards throi^h the en* 
trails of the living rock. 

^< The cursed Highland salyage9/'4Tnit*. 
tared the captain, half aloud } ^' what is to 
become of me if Gi^tavus, the namesake 

a ft 

of the invincible Licm q{ the Proteatfmt 



lei^ii^ should be lamed among their uoten« 
ty handi.'^ 

<^ H#ipe no fear of that,** said the voice 
of Sir Dancan, who was nearer to him than 
he imagined ; ^ my men are accustomed 
t^ haivftle horses, both in embarking and 
dressing them» and you will soon see Gas- 
tavlift as safe as when you l^t dismounted 
from his back.** 

Captait) Dalgetty knew the world too 
well to ofler luiy further remonstrance, 
whatever uneasiness he might suppress 
within his own bosom* A step or two 
higher up l9ie stair shewed light and a 
door, and an iron-grated wicket led him 
out upon a gallery cut in the opeti face 
of the rock, extending a space of about 
six or eight yards, until he reached a 
seccNid door, where the path re-entered the 
rock, and which was also defended by an 
iron portcullis. '< An admirable traverse,** 
observed the Captain ; ^' and if commanded 
by a field-piece, or even a few musquets, 
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quite sufficient to ensure the pf^ce 
a storming party." . . :t 

Sir Duncan Campbeirmade ntf ^ti^vtet 
at tlie time ; but, the itioment afterwardi^' 
when^they haid entered the! second tia^riiv 
he struck with the stick which he hiidifr'^ 
his hand, first on the one side, und then on- 
the other of the wicket, and- the stlHek? 
ringing sound which replied to the bloWB,* 
made Captain IHiIgetty sensible that ihitef^ 
was a gun placed on each side for tht purx 
pose of raking the galllery through iK^Kidk* 
they had passed, although the embrasures^* 
through which they might be fired on* 
occasion, were masqued on the outside*? 
tirith sods and loose stones. Having bs^ 
cended the second stair- case, they found' 
themselves again on an open ^platform ami^ 
gallery, exposed to a fire both of mmqiietrj 
and w^ll-guns, if, being come with bostilee 
intent; they had ventured farther. A third 
Aight of steps, cut ifi the rock like the for- 
Hier, btit not caverncd over, led them finally 
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i^to: tt^e battery at the foot of the to wen 
This laat stair also was narrow and steepi 
aad« Vot to mention th^. fire which might be 
delected on it from above^ one or two reso- 
lutm HMPs with pikes and battle-axes, oould 
h/^ye .madl6 the pass ^ood against hundreds, 
i'etX: ihie, stair-cajse would not admit two 
pefipwajb^asty.an;! was not secured by any 
smrt of balustrade or railing from the sheer 
afid abrupt precipice, on the foot of which 
thi9.tide now rolled with a voice of thunder. 
So, tl)at, under the jealous precautions used 
tjQf.ge^ure this ancient Celtic fortress, a per^ 
•09 of weak nerves, and a brain liable to4)e<» 
coine djzzy, might have found it something 
difficult to have achieved the entrance to 
the castle, even supposing no resistance had 
tieien offered. 

Captain Dalgetty, too old a soldier to feel 
audi tremors, was no sooner arrived in the 
e<HirtyarO».than he protested to God, the 
defeiicQS of Sir DiHicans castle reminded 
htm . mpr^ of the notable fortress of Span- 
dau, (itiuited in the March of Brundeu* 
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burgh, than of any place whilk it had been 
his fortune to defend in the course of his 
travels. Nevertheless, he criticised consi^ 
derably the mode of placing the guns on 
the battery we have noticed, observing, that 
*• where cannon were perched, like to scarts 
or sea- gulls, on the top of a rock, he had 
ever observed that they astonished more 
by their noise than they dismayed by the 
damage which they occasioned.'* 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conduct- 
ed the soldier into the tower ; the defences 
of which were a portcullis and iron- clencfc 
ed oaken door, the thickness of the wall 
being the space between them. He had 
no sooner arrived in a hall hung with ta« 
pestry, than tlie Captain prosecuted his mi- 
litary criticism. It was indeed suspended 
by the sight of an excellent breakfast, 
of which he partook with great avidity ; 
but no sooner had he secured this mea?, 
than be made the tour of the apart- 
ment, examining the ground around the 
castle very carefully from, each window in 
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the room. He then returned to bis chair^ 
and throwing himself back into it at his 
length, stretched out one manly leg, and 
tapping his jack-boot with the riding-rod 
which he carried in his hand, after the man- 
aer of a half«-bred man who affects ease 
in the society of his betters, he delivered 
his unasked opinion as follows : — *' This 
boose of yours, now, Sir Duncan, is a very 
pretty defensible sort of a tenement, and 
yet it is hardly such as a cavaliero jof ho* 
Bour would expect to maintain his credit 
by holding out for many days. For, Sir 
Duncan* if it pleases you to notice, your 
bouse is^ over* crowed, and slighted, or 
qommanded, as we military men say, by 
yonder round hillock to theland ward , where- 
on an enemy might stell such a battery of 
eaunon as would make ye glad to beat a 
cbamade within forty^eight hours, unless it 
pleased the Lord extraordinarily to shew 
mercy.'* 

" There is no road," replied Sir Dun- 
oan, fiomewbat shortly, " by which cannon 
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can be brought against Ardenvehr. The 
swamps and morasses would scarce carry 
your horse and yourself, excepting by sueh' 
paths as coultl be rendered ibapassable with-' 
in a few hours." 

" Sir Duncan," said the Captain, •• it it 
your pleasure to suppose so; and yet Vre' 
martial men say, that where there is a s^- 
coast there is a naked side, seeing that' 
cannon and munition, where they cattnot 
be transported by land, may be riglrt^ c^ly 
brought by sea near to the* place where 
they are to be put in action. Neither is a 
castle, however secure in its situation, to 
be accounted altogether invincible, or, as' 
they say, iny^regnable ; for I protest t*ye. 
Sir Duncan, that 1 have known twenty, 
live men, by the mere surprise and addaci«» 
ty of the attack, win, at point of pike, at 
strong a hold as this of Ardenvohr, and 
put to the sword, captivate, or hold to the 
ransom, the defenders, being ten times their 
own number." ' 

Notwithstanding Sir Duncan Campbell't 
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klA>wleii}ge iof the woridt. and iins poWer ot 
coDcealiog his iateroal.ematioo9 he appear* 
ed piqued and hurt at .these jneflecttooff 
wUch* the Captain made with the .mo^t uq« 
conscious gravity, having merelj selected 
the laob^t. of conversation as 6ne upon 
whicii Jtie thought himself capable of shi* 
sing». t»d^ as thej say » of laying down, the 
JiHWy .wichout ed^actly recollecting th^t the 
^ie Height pot be equally agreeable to hit 
l»»dlosd4i 

vi^ Talent. this matter short," said Sir 
PHmovi^.witl^ ao e:ipression of voice M<k 
conttlftMnce: somewhat jigitated) *^ It J9 an*, 
necessary foi: ypu.to tell me, .Captain. Dal- 
gUt^fi^tb^t a castle may be atprmed if.it ia 
%E>t,vi^loroNa^y defended, or surprised if; it 
i^ a^ )^ped/uUy. watched. I (rpsl^. this popr 
bouse oC'WtPQ will not be found in any of 
t^90 p^di^iiipnents, should even dtpt^^in 
P4)getty himself chuse to beleaguer it.'' 
. ,*« ?'i)r all that, §ir Duncan/' ^'nswered 
the persevering comnumder, << I would fte^ 
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fsbniflii yoUf as a 'ftieitd, to ti^ce oata 
sconce opoit-tlmt rduod hill, with a godd 
gmifeor ditch, whilk maj bb easflyaccom'it 
pAfebed by compdHSng the labbur ' of the 
hoots; in the Ticiofty ; it bdng thcf cudtmn 
^f the valorous Oustavus Adoipbus ' to 
fight as lAoch by the spade and sh6vel, as 
by swof d, pike, and imisqu^t. Also I 
would advise you to fortify the ^d scooce^ 
BOt cmiy by a fousste or grai^ but' also tiy 
certain stackets or palisades.''— (H«re' 8fl^ 
Duncan^ becoming niii»tient, left the apart- 
ttient, 1^ Captain following him to the 
door, and raising his wice as he retreated, 
until he was feirly but of hearing;) — ** The 
whilk stackets or palisades should be ^ttu 
ficially fii^med with re-enteridg atigles and 
loop-holes, or crenelles, for inus4u^try,' 
thereof it shall arise that the fbenien--^ — 
The Highland brute! the oM Higblaiidf 
brute! They are as proiid as p^aJsoek^, ani 
as obstinate as tups---and h^re' h^ hasmissed 
aft opportunity of making his house as pfrfet- 
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ty ML irrcigulv {mti^attion as an iavadiog 
acmy ever bral» jdieir ttetb upeii* Bat I 
see," he« coAtii|tKed» loofciog down from ittie 
viodow apoo the Jxittom of the precipice, 
^ ftheg^ have.gi}t Gustevus safe ashore— pro* 
per fellorw ! I ^wouid know that toss of his 
bead amq^g a whole squadron. I must go 
to see what they are to make of him**! 

He had no sooner reached, however, ihe 
court to the seaward, and put hiaoself in 
the act of descendii^ the stair-ease, than 
two Hi^land sentinels, advancing their 
Iiochaber ases, gave him to understand 
that this was. a service of dai]^en 

'* Diavolo !*' said the soldier, ** and I 
have got np pass- word. I could npt speak 
a syllable of their salvage gilSbensh, an it 
were to save me ^om the provost-marshal." 

*< I will be your surety," said Sir Dun* 
can, <* Captain Dalgetty," who had again 
approached him. without his observing from 
whence ; ^f and we will go together, and 
see how ypur fiivourite charger is accom- 
modated." 

b2 
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' He ccmdooted bim aMomiittgiy down 
tbestair.cftMto thebeadi^ andilmBtbaice - 
by a short turn behind a large rock, which 
concealed the stables and othar offioes be- 
longing to the caftile« Captain B^lgcit/* 
became sensible/ at the same time, that the' 
side of the ca&de to the land wasretidered to- 
taliv inaccessible by a ravine, partiy aatoral 
and partly scarped with gr^at '^sare Hod la- 
bour,soasto beonlypassed byadrawtoidge.< 
Still, however, the captain insisted; not* 
withstanding the triumphant air with which 
Sir Duncan pointed out his defences, that 
a sconce should be ereated on Drumsnttby 
the round eminence to the east of the casrie, 
in respect the house might be annoyed from 
thence by burning bullets f^iM of fire, shoT: 
out of cannon, according to the curiaua 
invention of Stephen Bathian, King of Po« 
land, whereby that prince utterly ruined the 
great Muscovite city of Moscow. This 
invention, Captain Dalgetty owned, he had 
not yet witnessed, but observed, ^* tiltiit it 
would give him particular delectation ta 



?vHDMa»tke sMse pot to the^proDf against 
;Aideav^r» or aoj other caalie of. sinilar 
fitrengdi;'' oh0erviog» ^* thatso.etmoaaan 
ejtperinioot cDaUl'Doti.bat aflbrd.tbe.gGeafc- 
;f9rt^ delight to ail adnirerg of the miiitarj 
.ait/*' t \ . . . 4 

:- StT'Duocati Campbell diverted this coa- 
ireratido by cartyiag the soldier imo. his 
st2sbie% smd Bi&Sdting him to arraoge Ous« 
^airtts^ according to his own will and plea- 
sure. After this dtity had been carefully 
performed, Captain Dalgetty proposed to 
return to the castle, observing it was his 
iotentioQ to spend the time betwixt this 
and dinner^ which, he presumetl, would 
come iipon the parade about noon, in 
burnishing his armour, which having sus* 
tained some injury from the sea-air, might, 
he was afraid^ seem discreditable in the 
eyes of M'Callum More.^ Yet, while 
they were returning to the castle, he failed 
not to warn Sir Duncan Campbell against 
the great injury he might sustain by any 
sadden onfall of an enemy,, whereby his 
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iMines, battle^ and gnmaries might be tiA 
off and ooMEOnedy to hia great piqndice ; 
ivherefbre, be again stron^y oonjtired him 
to eon^nict a sconce, npcoi the round hill 
catted Drumsnab, and differed his amn 
friendly services in lining out the same. 
To this disinterested advice Sir Dancan 
only repUed by usberuig im gutrt > ta im 
^partnientt and kiiinmii^ Una tint tbelifl. 
ling of the castle bell would make him aware 
when dinner was ready* 
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Is this tliy castle, Baldwm ?— ^Mekocholy 

'Displays her sable banner from the donjon, 

llii1waii% tfto filiol^fDiiii'cf tiw snrgelwiieatb. 

Wflpw 1 fli hibM«4t 10 jMftllMii.f|oOtt 

Pollute the foce of nature, and to bear 

The ceaseless sound of wave, and seabird's scream, 

N wisb oe in the iMt that poorest peasant 

Brown. 

Ths galkmt RHt^master would wfllingly 
have employed his leteure in studying the 
exterior of Sir Duncan's castle, and veriiy* 
ing bis own military ideas upon the natul^ 
of its defences. But a stout sentinel, who 
mounted guard with a Lochaber-axe at the 
door of his apartment^ gave him to unden- 
stand, by very significsmt signs, that he was 
in a sort of honourable captivity. 

** It is strange,^ thought the Rttt*master 
to himself, ** how ^ell these salvages under- 
stand Ibe rules and practique of war. Who 



would have pre-supposed ^ek M<|iUMt- 
ance with the maxim of the great and god- 
like Guftavus AdolphuSy that a flag of 
trmce should be half a masseng^ half a 
apy ?" And^ haying - finsB^ed burnishing 
his artn&, he sate down patiently to com- 
pute how much half a dollar per dican 
would amount to at the lead of a six atonths 
campaign; and, wh^n be had settled that 
problem, proceeded to the more abstruse 
calculatious n^essary for drawing up i^ bat- 
talion of two thoQsafid men on the prineiple 
, of extracting the square root. 

From.hiii. musings, hei w^9 r«a$^ W the 
Joyful sound ofth^ jdi]>|]ie|r*beU, at Ahe 
iOU^d of whi(;h, t^ie Highlander, iateiy^^iis 
guard, became his gentleman-usher, and 
marshalled him to the hall, where a table 
with four covers bore am^i^ proofs pf 
Highland hospitality, 5ir. Duncan ^n4,ec(^dy 
copducting hi& lady> ^ ^U faded^ mela^** 
choly female, dressed in deep mournings 
Tbey were followed by a presby terian cler* 
gyman in his Geneva cloak, and wearing s^ 
Uack silk ftculUcapi covering his shmt haif 



Mf do^Iy, tlut it CDoid iCBice be seen at 
t&^ Bb that the unrestricted ears had aouiw 
due predommaace in the general aspect* 
This nngracefiil fashion was universal at 
the ttine» and led partly to the nicknames 
of roundheads, prick-eared curs, and so 
forth, which the inscrfence of the cavaliers 
liberally bestowed on their political eae^* 
mies. 

Sir Duncan presented his military guest 
to his lady, who received his technical salu- 
tation with a stiff and silent reverence, in 
which it could 'scarce be judged whether 
pride or melancholy had the greater share. 
The' churchman, to whom he was next pre- 
sented, eyed him with a glance of mingleil 
dislike and curiosity; But the Captain, well 
accustomed to worse looks from more dan* 
gerous persons, cared very little either for 
those of the lady or of the divine, but bent 
his whole soul upon assaulting a huge piece 
of beef, which smoked at the nether end of 
the table. But the onslaught, as he would 
have termed it, was delayed until the t«n* 



chisioQ of ai/^rylong grace» betwixt ^tqr 
section of whk^h JOalgetty haadled his knife 
and fork, as ho might have done his mus- 
ket or 4pike when going upon action^ and 
as often resigned them unwillingly when 
|he prolix . chaplain commroced another 
clause of his benediction. Sir Duncan lis* 
toied with decency, though ht was sup- 
posed rather to have joined the Covenmi'^ 
ters out of devotion to his chiefs than real 
respect for the cause either of liberty or of 
pre^yteryv His. lady alone attended to 
&e ble8SU3g« with symptoms of deep acquis 
escence. 

The meal was performed almost ia^Car- 
thusian silence ; for it was none of Captain 
Di^getty'ft hafa^ to. employ his mouth in 
talking, while it could be more profitably 
occupied. Sir Duncan was absolutely si- 
knt, and the lady and churchman only 
occasionally exchanged a few words, spok. 
en low, and indistinctly. 
■: But, when the dishes were removed, and 
their ^ce.^suppUed by liquors of various 



CSaptaili Balgetty Ho longer had, him- 
seify the same weighty reasons for silence, 
and began to tire of that of the rest of Che ' 
company. He comweneed a new attack 
upon his landbrdy upon the former grounds 

<^ Tduching that round monticle, or hill, 
or emmence, termed Drumsnab, I would 
be proud to hold some dialogue with you; 
Sir Duncan, on the nature of the sconce 
to be there constructed ; and whether the 
ingles thereof should be acute or obtuse-* 
»nent whiUt I h$ve heard the great Velt- 
Mareschal Bannier hold a learned argu? 
ment with General Tiefenbach during a 
stiU-st«:id of arnis;" 

** <2aptaiB' Dalgetty/* answered Sii: Duni 
pan very drily, •♦it is not our Highland 
usage todi^batemilitary points withstrangenr; 
This castiie is 'like to hold out against a 
stronger enemy tKan any force which the 
unfdrtuiKete getiltlemen we left at Darnlim 
varach are tAAe to bring against it." 

A deep sigh from the lady accompanied 
AA eoa^usion df her husband's speech^ 
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whkb sedmed tc^ remind hd:. of smoQ pam^ 
jful circumstance. : . ,. ' 

" He who gave^" said thelclcrgyraao, ad- 
dressing her dniasoleixiQ tone^ '<}u^ taken 
91 way* May you, hoQOur^faieladyy belong 
eaabl^ to say blessed ;be his name." . - 

To, this exhoftation, which seemed in- 
tencied for her sole behoof^ tbe lady answer^ 
edby an inclioatioa of her head, more hum- 
ble than Captain Dalgetty had yet observed 
her make* Supposing be should now imd 
hec in a more conversibie humour^ be 
proceeded to accc^ her^ 

^< It i$ indiubitaUy vesy natursd that ycour 
ladyship should be downcast at tbe meii«^ 
tion of miUtary preparations, whiik I have 
observed to spread perturbation among 
WfHnen of all natiani^ and almost all (^a- 
ditions. Neveftheleas, Penthe^eat in aiv* 
dent times, and also Joan of. Arc, and 
others, w€»re of a diSerent kidney* And^ 
as I have learned while I : served ih^ ^kpn* 
niards the Duke of Alva in former timea 
bud the le«giier4aase$ who fiitowied Im 



tamp our^Ued iatx>' tertiM, (ii^ilk we 
call regiments), and offieered and com^ 
msded by those of their own feminine, amt 
retaliated by a crnnmaQder-iti-chief, called 
in Germaa Hareweibter, or, aft we would say > 
vernacularij^ Gaptaui of the Queaos. True 
it is, they were persons not to be named as 
parallel to your, ladyships being such que^ 
^(tuesimm corpor^UB Jhdebanti as we said of 
Jean Drochiels, at Mareschal- College, th« 
same whcKn the French term curtt^anne^^ 
and' we in Scottish* ' 

^* The^lady will spare you the trouble of 
faiths exposition, Captain Dalgetty," said 
lufthost, somewfaat sternly; to which tba 
dergyman added, ** that such discourse bet- 
ter befitted a watch-tower guarded by pro* 
&ne soldiery than the board of an honour- 
able person, and the presence of a lady of 
^ality." 

•* Craving your pardon, Domine or Doe- 
tor, €mt q^ocunque aiko nomine gandes^ for 
I would Imve you to know I have studied 
poike letters," said the unabashed envoy^ 
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fiUing.i^ great cup of wine, ** I see no ground 
for your reproof, seeing I did not speak of 
those iarp^ persm4^, as if their occupation 
or character was a proper subject of con* 
versation for. this lady's presence, but sim- 
ply per aceidens^ as illustrating the matter 
in hand, namely, thdr natural courage and 
audacity, much enhanced, doubtless, foy 
the desperate circumstances of their condi- 
tion-*' 

^ *^ Captain iDalgetty," said Sir Duncan 
Campbell, /< to break short. this discourse^ 
I must acquaint you that! havcBome busi- 
ness to dispatch to-night, in. order to ena« 
ble me to ride with you tb^rmorrow^towards 

Inveram, and therefore" 

** To ride with this person to-imorrow !*' 
replied his lady; ** such cannot be your 
purpose,. Sir Duncan, unless you have for* 
gotten that the morrow is a sad anniversa- 
ry, and dedicated to as sad a solemnity.-'' 
' '^ I bad not forgotten," answered Sir 
X)uncan ; ^^ how is it possible I can ever 
^rgetPbut the necessity of , the times re^ 
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quires I should send this officer onward to 
Inverara, without loss of time.** 

" Yet, surely, not that you should ac- 
company hira in person," enquired the 
lady. 

"It were better I did," said Sir Duncan ; 
" yet I can write to the Marquis, and fol- 
low on the subsequent day. — Captain DaU 
getly, I will dispatch a letter for you, ex- 
plaining to the Marquis of Argyle your 
character and commission, with which you 
will please to prepare to travel to Invera« 
ra, early to morrow morning." 

" Sir Duncan Campbell," said Dalgetty, 
" I am doubtless at your discretionary dis- 
posal in this matter ^ not the less, I pray 
you to remember the blot which will fall 
upon your own escutcheop, if you do in any 
ways suffer me, being a commissionate flag 
of truce, to be circumvented in this matter, 
whether claniy re, velprecario ; I do not say 
by your assent to any wrong done to ine, 
but even through absence of any due care 
on your part to prevent the same," 
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. ^< You ure ui>der the safegqard of my ho« 
nour, sir,** answered Sir Duncan Campbell, > 
*^ and that is more than a sufficient securi- 
ty. And now," continued be/ rising, ^< I 
most set the example of retiring." 

Dalgetty saw himself under the neces^ty 
of following the hint, though the hour waa 
early ; but, like a skilful general, he avail- 
ed himself of every. instant of delay which 
circumstances permitted. ** Trusting to 
your honourable parole,'' said he, filling his 
cup, *\ I drink to you. Sir Duncan, and to 
the continuance of your honourable house.'' 
A sigh from Sir Duncan was the only reply. 
^^ Also, madam," said the soldier, replenish* 
ing the quaigh with all possible dispatch, 
*< I drink to your honourable health, and 
fuRlilment of all your virtuous desires-*^ndi 
reverend sir, (not forgetting to fit the ac** 
tion to the words,) I fill this cup to the 
drowning of all unktndness betwixt you 
luid Captain Dalgetty — I should say Major 
.~andt in respect the flagon contains but 

one cup more, I drink to the health of aH 

11 



A utosiiB or MOMTOOOa 47 

faonoufable cavaliers and brave midados*— 
and the flask being empty, I ani ready. Sir 
Duncan^ to attend your factiooary of sen- 
tii^l to ray. place of private reposew"^ 

iie received a ftn'mal permission to retirey 
aofftan asBttrance tbat as the wine seemed to 
be to his taste, another measure of the ^me 
vantage shoiild att^id him presently, in or- 
der to sootb the hour of his solitude. 

No sootier hadtfae Captain reached the 
af^tmeot than this promise was fulfilled; 
«ady ifi a abort time afterwards, the added 
comfocts of a pasty - of t^-deer venison 
rendered falm very tolerant "both of conine- 
meat and want of society. The same do- 
mestic, a sort of chamberlak), who placed 
this good cheer mhis apartment, delivered 
to Dalgetty a packet, sealed and tied up 
with a silken thread, aoeording to the cus* 
torn of the time, addressed with many forms 
of r^pect to the High and Mighty Princie^ 
Archibald,. Marquis of Angyle, Lord ot 
Lorne, and so forti). The chamberlain at 
th^ same time apprized the Eitt-masterj 
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that he must take horse at aa early" hourfor 
InverarO) where the packet df Sir Duncan 
iPfOttld be Sit once hisintroductioo and his 
passport. Not forgetting that it was his ob;. 
ject to collect inforinatioii as well as to act 
as an envoy, and desirous, for his own sake, 
to ascertain Sir Duncan's reasons for send^* 
ij^ him onward without his personal at> 
tendance, the Ritt-master enquired at the 
domestic, with all the precaution that his 
experience suggested, Vi^hat were the rea* 
sons which detained Sir Dtuican at home 
on the sueeeeding day. The man, who 
was from the low country^ re{died, '* that it 
was the habit of Sir Duncan and his lady 
to observe as a day of sdiemn fast and hu^^ 
miliation the anniversary upon which their 
castle had been tidiLen by surprise, and their 
children, to the number of four, destroyed 
cruelly by a band of Highland freebooters 
during SKr Duncan's absence upon an expe* 
dition which the Marquis of Argyle had 
undertaken against the Madeaitt of the 
Isle of Mull." 8 
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^ Truly^" Mid the soklier^ <* your lord 
aad lady have some caase for fitst and hu- 
miliatioa^ N^vertbekss, I wUl venture to 
prcNieunce, that if he had taken the advice 
of any experienoed aoldier, having skilt in 
the pratiques of defending places of advan- 
tage, he would have bujk a sconce upon the 
small hill which is to the left of the draw* 
brigg. And this I can eai»ly prove to you, 
mine honest friend ; for, holding that jiasty 
to be the castle— what's your name, friend ?' 

" Lorimer, sir," replied the man. 

" Here is to your health, honest Lori- 
mcr.— I say, Lorimer — holding that pasty 
to be the main body or citadel of Ihe place 
to be defended, and taking the marrow- 
boDe fiMT the sconce to be erected——" 

** I am sorry, sir," said Lorimer, inter- 
rupting him, ^ that I cannot stay to hear^ 
the rest of your demonstration ; but the bell 
will presently ring. As worthy Mr Granean- 
gowl, the MaFC][uis's own chaplain, does fa- 
mily worship, and only seven of our house- 
hold out of sixty persons understanding the 

VOL. IV. c 
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Scottish tongue, it would misbecome anjr 
one of them to be absent, and greatly pre- 
judice me in |;he opinion of my lady. There 
are pipes and tobacco, sir, if you please to 
drink a whiff of smoke, and if you want any 
thing else, it shall be forthcoming two 
hours hence, when prayets are over." So 
saying, he left the apartment. 

No sooner was he gone, than the heavy 
toll of the castle-bell summoned its inhabi- 
tants together ^ and was answered by the 
shrill clamour of the females, mixed with 
the deeper tones of the men, as, talking 
Earse at the top of their throats, they hur- 
ried from different quarters by a long but 
narrow gallery, which served as a commu* 
nication to many rooms, and among others, 
to that in which Captain Dalgetty was sta- 
tioned. •* There they go as if they were 
beating to the roll-call,'* thought the soldier 
to himself; ^^ if they all attend the parade, 
I will look out, take a mouthful of fresh air, 
and make mine own observations en the 
practicabilities of this place/' 
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Accordiogly,^ when all was quiet, he open* 
ed his chamber-door, and prepared to leave 
it; when, half whistling, half humming a 
Gaelic tune, he saw his £riend with the axe 
advancing towards him from the distant 
end of the gallery. To have shewn any 
want of confidence,, would have been at 
once impolitic, and unbecoming his mill* 
tary character ; so the Captain, putting the 
best face upon his situation he could, whist- 
led a Swedish retreat, in a tone still louder 
than the notes of his centinel ; and retreat- 
ing pace by pace, with an air of indifference, 
as if his only purpose had been to breathe a 
little £resh air, he shut the door in the face 
of his guard, when the fellow had approach- 
ed within a few paces of him. 

Thus disappointed by the vigilance of 
his centinel, Ritt-master Dalgetty retired 
to his apartment, where, amid the theore- 
tic calculations of tactics, and the occasion- 
al more practical attacks on the flask and 
pasty, he consumed the evening until it 
was time to go to repose. In the mwning. 
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he was dutninoiied iDy Lorimer at break of 
day, who gave him to understand, that 
when he had broken bis fast, for .which he 
produced amf^le matisrials, bis guide and 
bcNTSe were in atten^tice for bil^ jc^umey lo 
InTerara. After complying with the hOs- 
pitaUe hint of the Chamberlain, th^ solder 
proceeded to take horse. In passing through 
thb apartments, he observed that dotnes^cs 
were busily employed in hanging the great 
hall with bkM^ ddth> a ceretnony whii^» 
be smd, be bad observed pfai^tised when 
the immortal GtRCavns Adolphus lay in 
" state in tibe Caatle of Wo^ast, and which, 
therefore, ; he dpined^ was a testimonial of 
the strictest and deepest mmirning. 

When Dalgctty mounted his steed, he 
found bim^lf attended^ or perhaps guard- 
ed, by five or six Campbells, wdl atmed, 
commanded by one^ who, fhom the tai^et at 
hisshoolder, and the short ^ock^-feather in 
his bonnet) as well as from the state which 
he took upon himself, claimed the rank of a 
DunniewasselrOrclansman of superior r%nk j 
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and indeed* froai bis dignity of deportment, 

■A 

could not stand in a more diatent dcg cee of 
relationsbiptoSir Dancan, than thatof tenth 
or twelfth cousin at fitrthest. But it was inu 
pos^ble to extract positive ioforination on 
this Qr any other subject, inaimuch m neither 
thffi cojoimander nor any of his party spoke 
Eoghsh* The Captain rode, and his mili- 
tary attendaats walked ; but such was their 
activity, and so numermis the impediments 
which the nature of the road presented to 
the equestrian mode of travelling, that far 
from being retarded by tlie slowness of their 
pace, hisdifficulty was rather in keeping up 
with his guides. He observed that they 
occasionally watched him with a sharp, eye, 
as if they were ^jealous of some effort- to 
^cape ; and once, as he lingered behind at 
crossing a brook, one of the gillies began 
to UoW the match of his piece, giving him 
to understand that he would run some 
risque in case of an attempt to part com- 
pany. Dalgetty did not augur much good 
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from the close watch thus maintained upon 
his person ; but there was no remedy, for an 
attempt to escape from his attendants in an 
impervious said unknown country, would 
have been little short of insanity. He there- 
fore plodded patiently on through a waste 
and savage wilderness, treading paths which 
were only known to the shepherds and cat- 
tle^drivers, and pacing with much mor^ of 
discomfort than satislbction many of those 
sublime combinations of mountainous see- 
ncry, which now draw visitors from every' 
corner of England to feast their eyes upon 
Highland grandeur, and mortify their pa^ 
lates upon Highland fare. At length they 
arrived on the southern verge of that noble 
lake upon which Inverara is situated ; and 
a bugle, which the Dunniewassel winded 
till rock and greenwood rang, served as a 
signal to a welLmanned galley, which, start- 
ing from* a creek where it lay concealed^ 
received the party on board, including Gus- 
tavus ; which sagacious quadruped, an exp^- 
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rienced traveller both by water and land, 
walked in and out of the boat with the dis* 
cretion of a CSiristian. 

Embarked on the bosom of Loch Fine, 
Captain Dalgetty might have admired one 
of the grandest scenes which nature affords. 
He might have noticed the rival rivers 
Aray and Shiray, which pay tribute to the 
lake, each issuing from its own dark and 
wooded retreat He might have marked, 
on the soft and gentle slope that ascends 
from theshores, the noble old Gothic castle, 
with its varied outline, embattled walls, 
towers, and outer and inner courts, which, 
so &r as the picturesque is concerned, pre- 
sented all aspect much more striking than 
the present massive and uniform mansion. 
He might have admired those dark woods 
which for many a mile surrounded this, 
strong and princely dwelling, and his eye 
might have dwelt on the picturesque peak 
of Ihmiquoich, starting abruptly from the 
lake, and raising its- scathed brow into the 
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mhti of middle sky, while a solitary watch* 
toweri perched on its top like ao eagle's 
nest, gave dignity to. the scene by awaken- 
ing a sense of possible danger. All these^ 
and tyety other accompamment of this no« 
ble scene» Captain Dalgetty might have 
" marked, if he had been so minded. Batp 
to confess the truth, ihe gallant captain, 
who had eftten ttothing since day- break, 
was chiefly interested by the smdce which 
ascended f^om the castle cbtmnies^ and the 
expectfUions which this seemed to warrant 
of his encountering an abundant stock of 
pronmt, as he was wont to call supplies of 
'^isnatore. 

The biEiat soon approached the rugged 
pier, which abuUed into the loch from the 
littk town of Inverara, then a rude as- 
semblage of huts, with a very few stone 
mansiohs interspersed, stretphing upwards 
from the banks of Loch Fine to the pria« 
cipal gate of* the castle,, before which a 
scene presented itself that might easily 
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ha^ quelled a less stout heart, and turned 
a more delicate stomach, than those of Rit* 
ter master Dugald Dalgetty, titular of 
Drumthwacket. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

For close designs and crooked counsels fit| 
Sagadousy bold, and turbulent of wit, ' 
Restless, unfix'd in principle and place^ 
In pow'r unpleased, inpatient in disgrace^ 

Absalom and Achitophbl. 

The village of Inverara, now a neat 
county town, then partook of the rudeness 
of the seventeenth century, in the misera- 
ble appearance of the liouses, and the ir- 
regularity of the unpaved street. But a 
stronger and more terrible characteristic 
of the period appeared in the market-placci 
which was a space of irregular width, half 
way betwixt the harbour, or pier, and the 
frowning castle ^te, which terminated with 
its gloomy arch-way, portcullis, and flank« 
ers, the upper end of the vista, Midway 
this space was erected a rude gibbet, on 

9 
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which hung five dead bodies, two of which 
from their dress seemed to hare been Low- 
landers, and the c^her three onpses were 
muffled in their Highland plaids. Two or 
three women sate under the gallows, who 
seemed to be mourning and singing the 
coronach of the deceased, in a low voice* 
But the spectacle was apparently of too 
ordinary occurrence to have much interest 
for the inhabitants at large, who, while they 
thronged to look at the military figure, the 
horse of an unusual size, and the burnished 
panoply of Captain Dalgetty, seemed to 
bestow no attention whatever on the pite« 
ous spectacle which their own market-place 
afiforded. 

The envoy of Montrose was not quite so 
indifferent, and hearing a word or two of 
English escape from a Highlander of de- 
cent appearance, he immediately halted 
Gustavus and addressed him. ^* The Pro- 
vost Marshal has been busy here, my friend. 
May I crave of you what these delinquents 
have been justified for ?" 
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He leaked tciwftrds ^ gibbet asfaeispiifcet 
and tl)€ Gael comprehending Ins meaning 
rattier by bt« action tfaai^ his words, imine* 
diately ref]flied, <^ Three gentlemen cate* 
rami,-^God sain them (crossing hiinseif)-*- 
twa Sassenach bits o' bodies, that wadna do 
something M^Cbllum More badethem^'' and 
turning frotn Dalgetty with aa air oi indi£. 
ference, away be walked, staying aofixrthiNr 
question. 

Daigetty shrugged his shoulders and 
proceeded, for Sir Duficsm CampfaelPs tenth 
or twelfUi cousin had already shewn some 
signs of impatience. 

At the gate of the Castle, another terri* 
ble spectade of feudal power awaited him. 
Within a stockade or palisado, whieb seem- 
ed kteiy to have been added to the defences 
of the gate, and which was protected by 
two pieces of light artillery, was a small 
inclosure, "where stood a huge block, an 
which lay an axe. Both w^e smeared with 
lucent blood, and a Quantity of saw-4ust 
strewed around, partly retained and partly 
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d)tite»ted the marks of a. vety Ute ex«oii* 

tion. . . 

As Dalgietty looked oo this Dew <f\^tct 
of ierror, bi9 priocipal guide fiuddfjniy 
twitched him by the skirt of bii jerkio, and 
having tbirs attracted bis atteiitioQ» winked 
and pointed with his ^nger to a pole fixed 
on tbe-stockade, which supported a human 
head, being that, doiibtleas, of the late suf- 
feren There was a leer on the Highland* 
er^s face, ms he pointed to this ghastly spec* 
tacle, wbieh seemed to hts fellow-traveller 
oiiiiiious of nothing good. 

Dalgetty dismounted from fata horse at 
the j^U^ way, and Gustarm was taken from 
him without hts being permitted 4o attend 
him to the stable according to bis custom* 
This gave the soldier a pang which the 
apparatus (^ death had not conveyed.**-*- 
• ** Poor Gustavus/' said he to himself ** if 
anything but good happens to me, I had 
better hare left him at DarnlinVarach than 
brougiit 4iiffl here among these Highland 
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siivdgis, who scarce know the bead of a 
horse from his tail. But duty must part a 
man from his nearest and dearest — 

*' When the cannons are roarings lads, and the colours 

are flyingi 
; The lads th^ seek honour must nev^ fear dying ; 
Then, 9tout cavaliers, let us toil our brave trade in. 
And fight for the Gospel and the bold King of Sweden.** 

Thus silencing lus apprehenaiHis with the 
butt-end of a military ballad, he followed 
his guide into a sort of guard^room, filled 
with Highland soldiers. It was intimated 
to him^ that he must rem»n here until his 
arrival was communicated to the Marquis. 
To. make this communicatiim the loore in* 
isefii^ble^ he gave to the Dunniewa^sel Sir 
Duncan Campbell's packet, desiring, m 
weU as he could, by signs, that it should 
be delivered into the Marquis's own . hand« 
His guide nodded and withdrew. 

The Captain was left about half an hour 
in this place**, to endure with indifierence, or 
return with scorn, the inquisitive« and at 



Ihe 89XB^ tttue, the inimical glanceff of th^ 
armed Gael, to whosi hi$ exterior and equi- 
page was as miidi aul^ect of curiosity^ aa 
hk person and country seemed matter of 
dislike. All this he bore with military 
nonchalance, untiU at the expiry of the 
above period, a person dressed in black vel- 
vet, and wearing a gold chain like a modern 
ntagistrate o£ Edinbuigh, but who was, in 
fact, steward of the household to the Mar- 
qnis of Argyle, entered the apartm^it, and 
iQvited, with solemn gravity, the Csqptain to 
follow him to his master's presence. 

The suite of apartments through which 
he passed, were filled with attendants or 
visitors of various descriptions, disposed, 
perhaps, with some ostentation, in order to 
impress the envoy of Montrose with an 
idea of the superior power and magnificence 
belonging to the rival house of Argyle* 
One anti-room was filled with lacqueys, ar« 
rayed in brown and yellow, the colours oi 
the family, who, ranged in double file, gazed 
in silence upon Captain Dalgetty as he 



passed betwixt their ra&ks. Another ^m 
ocpupied by Highland gentiedien and chieft 
of small bnmches, who were amusing them*- 
selves with ehess, backgammon, and other 
games, which fhey scarce int^mitted to 
gaze with curiosity upon the stranger. A 
third was filled with Ix>wland gentlemen 
> and officei^, who seemed also in attendance; 
and after all, the presence-chamber of the 
Marquis himself, shewed him attended by 
a levee which marked his high importance. 
Thi$ apartment, the folding-doors of 
which were opened for the reception of Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, was a long gallery, decorated 
with tapestry and family portraits,* and ha* 
ying a vaulted ceiling of open wood- work, 
the extreme projections of the beams being 
richly carved and gilded. The gallery was 
lighted by long lanceolated Gothic case- 
ments, divided by heavy stone shafts, and 
filled with painted glass, where the sun- 
beams glimmered dimly through boars- 
hpadsy and galleys, and batons, and swords, 
*• armorial bearings of the pow<5rfui house of 
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Argyle^aad emblems of the high hereditary 
offices' of Justiciary of Scotlandi and Mas^ 
ter of the Royal Household^ which they 
long enjoyed. At the upper end of this 
magoificent galiery stood the Marqaishim* 
self, the centre of a splendid circle of High* 
land and Lowland gentlemen, all richly 
dressed^ atnong whom were two or three 
of the clerig^, called in, perhaps, to be witf 
nesses of his aeat for tl)e Covenant. 

The Marquis faioaself waa dressed in the 
fashion of the period, which Vandyke has 
80 often painted j bat his habit was sober 
and u^ifi^m in colour, and rather rich than 
gay. His dark complexion, furrowed fiire* 
h^, a^d downcast look, gave him the ap« 
pearance of onp frequently engaged in ihe 
caneideration of important affairs, and who 
has acquir^di by long habit, an air of gravi*. 
ty and mystery, which he cannot shake off 
even where there is nothing to be conceal 
ed* The cast with his eyes, which had 
{Hrociired him in the Highlands the nidc*- 
name of Gillespie Gtumach (or the grim), 
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was less perceptible when he looked down- 
ward, which perhaps was one cause of hi* 
having adopted that habit. In person, he 
was tail and thin, but not without that dig« 
nity of deportment and manners which be- 
came his high rank. Something there was 
cold in his address and sinister in his look, 
although he spoke and behaved with the 
usttsd grace of a man of such quality. He was 
adored by his own clan, whose advancement 
he }iad greatly studied, although he was in 
proportion disliked by the Highlanders of 
other «epts, some <^ whom he had already 
stripped of their possessions, while others 
conceived diemselves in danger from his 
future schemes, and all dreaded the height 
to which he was elevated. 

We have already noticed, that in display, 
ing himself amidst his councillors, his offi^ 
cers of the household, and his train of vas- 
sals, allies, and dependents, the Marquis of 
Argyle probably wished to make an im- 
pression on the nervous system of Captain 
Pugald Dalgetty. But that doughty person 
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bad fought his way, in ane department Cf an* 
othei^ through the greater part of tiie Thirty 
Years War in Germany, a period when a 
hrave and soccessftd soldier was a compa- 
nion for. princes. The King of Sweden, 
and, after his example^ even the haughty 
Princes of the Empire, had found them- 
selves fain frequently to compound with 
tbdr d^nity, and silence when they could 
not satisfy the pecuniary claims of their 
soldiers, by admitting them to unusual pri- 
vileges and familiarity. Captain Dugald 
Ds^etty had it to boast he had sate with 
princes at feasts made for monarchs, and 
therefore was not a person to be brow*beat 
even by the dignity which surrounded 
M^Calium More. Indeed, he was naturally 
by no means the most modest man of the 
world, but, on the contrary, had so good 
an opinion of himself, that into whatever 
company he chanced to be thrown, he was 
always proportionally elevated in his own 
conceit ; so that he felt as much at ease in 
the most exalted society as among his own 
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ordmdfy eompdjsiont* In iitis high opinion 
of. his own ,ra|ik he utas greatly fortifijsd by 
hi9 ideas of the rtnilittrj profession, wiMofa^ 
inrl^s phrase^ made a valiant cavalier a crn^ 
merdoe to an^ emperon . 

When introdueedi therefore, into, the 
Marqaii^'fi preac^ce.-'cbiiLmber, he advanced 
to the upper end with an air of .more q&Bp 
fiden<^ than grace ^ and would have gone 
elose up to Argyle's person before speaking, 
had not the latter wa^ed his hand as a fii^ 
nal to hiiBf to stop short. . Captain Dalgiet> 
ty did m accordingly, a^d having made his 
military congee, with easy cQnfidenee» he 
t^us accosted the Manqnis^ ** Give yon 
good morrow, my lord-^^or rather I shm:^ 
say, good even ; JBego au^ted ha memos, as 
the Spaniard says»'V 

*' Who are you, air, and what is your bu- 
siness ?'' d^nanded the Marquis, in a tone 
which was intended to interrupt the offen*- 
sive famiiiiarity of the soldier. 

<* Thjf^t is a fair interrogative, my lord,'* 
answered Daigetty^ ^* which I shall forth* 
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wifh answer asp becomes a cavalier, and that 
peremptorief as we used to say at Mareschal 
College.'* 

<^ See who or what lie id, Neali"^ uiA this 
Marquis stemfy to a g^tlemati who siood 
near him. 

^ I Will save the honoursible gentleman 
the labour of investigation;" continued the 
Captain. ** I am Dugald Dalgetty, of Drum* 
thwacket that should be; late Ritt-master in 
various services, and now Major of I know 
not what or whose regiment of Irilhresj and 
I am come with a flag of truce fVom sr high 
and powerful lord, James Earl of Mon- 
trose, and other noble persons now in arms 
for his Majesty, and so God save King 
Charles." 

•* Do you know where you are> and 
the danger of dallying with us, dr,"* again 
demanded the Marquis, *^ that you reply 
to me as if 1 were a child or a fool ? The 
Earl of Montrose h with the English ma- 
lignants, and I suspect you are one of these 
Irish runagates; who are come into this 
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country to bunr and slay^ as they did under 
Sir Phelim O'Neale.'' 

" My lord/' replied Captain Dalgetty, 
<< I am no r^negade^ though a Major of 
Irishes, for which I might refer your lord- 
ship to the invincible Gustavus Adolphus 
the Lion of the North, to Bannier, to Ox- 
enstiern, to the warlike Duke of Saxe- Wei- 
mar, Tilly, Wallenstein, Ficcolomini, and 
other great captains^ both dead and living ; 
and touching the noble Earl of Montrose, 
I pray your lordship to peruse these my 
full powers for treating with you in the 
name of that right honourable commander.^ 

The Marquis looked slightingly at the 
signed and sealed paper which Captain 
Dalgetty handed to him, and throwing it 
with contempt upon a table, asked those 
around him what he deserved who came as 
the avowed envoy and agent of malignant 
traitors in arms against the «tate ? 

<* A high gallows and a short shrift," was 
the ready answer of one of the bye-standers» 



<< I will crave of that honourable cavalier. 
who hath last spoken," said Dalgetty, << to 
be ie9s hisfy in forming his conclusions, 
and also of your lordship to be cautelous in 
adopting the saipe, in respect such threats 
are to be held out only to base bisognos, 
and not to men of spirit and actlcmiL who 
are boi|nd to peril themselves as freely in 
services of this nature, as upon siegjes, bat- 
des, or onslaughts of any sort* And albeit, 
I have not with me a trumpet, or a white 
flag. In respect our army is not yet equip- 
ped widi its full appointments, yet the ho- 
nourable cavaliers and your lordship must 
concede unto me, that the sanctity of an 
envoy who cometh on matter of truce or 
parle, consisteth not in the fanfare of a 
trumpet, whilk is but a sound, or in the 
flapof a white flag, whilk is but an auld rag 
in itself, but in the confidence reposed by 
the party sending, and the party sent, in 
the honour of those to whom the message 
is to be carried, and theiriull reliance that 
they wiU Tested the Jus genthm as weel as 
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the kw of arms in the peraon df the com- 
missionate/* 

" You are not come hkher to kci^ore us 
upon the law of arms> sir^" said the Mar- 
quis, ** which neither does «or €5an apply to 
rebels and insurgents ; but to suffer the pe« 
fialty of y our insolenoe and folly for bring 
ing a traitorous message to4he Lord Justice 
General of Scotknd, whose duty calls ^on 
him to punish- such an offence with death.'* 
" Gentlemen^" said the Captain, whO'be 
gan much to dislike the turn which his 
mission seemed about to take, " I pray you 
to remember, that, the Earl of Montrose 
will hold you and your possessions liable 
for whatever injury my person, or my horse, 
shall sustain by - these unseemly proceed- . 
ings, and that he will be justified ine^sieca- 
ting retributive vengeance on your persims 
and possessions.'* 

This menace was received with, a scorn- 
ful laugh, while one of the Campbells re- 
plied, " It is a far cry-to Lochow," a pro- 
verbial expression of the tribe, meaning 
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that their ancient hereditary domains lay 
beyond the reach of an invading enemy. 
^' But, gentlemen/' further urged tlie un* 
fortunate Captain, who was unwilling to be 
condemned, without at least the benefit of 
a fill! hearing, *^ although it is not for me 
to say how far it may be to Lochow, in re- 
spect I am a stranger to those parts, yet 
what is more to the purpose, I trust you 
will admit that I have the guarantee of an 
honourable gentleman of your own name, 
Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, for 
my safety on this mission ; and I pray you 
to observe, that in breaking the truce to- 
wards me, you will highly prejudlcate his 
honour and fair fame." 

This seemed to be new information to 
many of the gentlemen, for they spoke aside 
with each other, and the Marquis's face, 
notwithstanding his power of suppressing 
all external signs of his passions, shewed 
impatience and vexation. 

^ Does Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr pledge 
his honour for this person's safety, my 

VOL. IV. D 
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lord ?" said one of the corupany, addressing 
the Marquis. 

«« I do not believe it,'* diDSwered the Mar- 
quis ; <^ but I have not yet had time to read 
his letter." 

«* We will pray your lordship to do so," 
said another of the Campbells ; <<our name 
must not suffer discredit thriHigh^tbe means 
of such a fellow as this.*' 

** A dead fly," said a clergyman, ^* ma- 
keth the ointment of the ^oUiecary to 
stink.** '< ' 

" .Reverend -sir,** said Captain Dalgetty, 
" in respect of the use to be derived, I for- 
give yau the unsavouriness of your compa- 
rison ; and also remit to the gentleman in 
the red bonnet, the disparaging epithet of 
JeUow which he has discourteously applied 
to me, who am no way to bcidistinguished 
by the same, unless in as far as I have been 
called fellow-soldier by the great Gustavus 
Adolphus, the Lion of the North, and 
other choice commanders, both in Ger- 
many and the Low Countries; But touch- 

7 
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ing Sir Duncsn's guarantee of my stfbty» I 
ivill gage my life upon his making my words 
^ood thereanent, when ke comes liithCT to« 
monow." 

^^ If Sir Duncan be so soon expected^ my 
lord," said one of the intercessots^ << it 
would be a pity to anticipate matters with 
this poor man." 

** Besides that," said another, ^ your 
lordship^-*! speak with rererence— ^hould» 
at least, consult the Knight of Ardenvohr's 
letter, and learn the terms on which this 
Major Didgetty, as he calls himself, has 
been sent hither by hira." 

They closed around the Marquis, and 
eon versed together in a low tone, both 
in Gaelic and English. The patriarchal 
power of the Chiefs was very great, and 
that of the Marquis of Argyle, armed with 
all his grants of hereditary jurisdiction, wa3 
particularly absolute. But there^interferes 
some check of one kind or other even in 
the most despotic government That which 
mitigated the power of the Celtic Chiefs, 
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uas the necessity which they lay under of 
concfKating the kinsmen^ who, under them, 
led out the lower orders to battle, and who 
formed a sort of council of the tribe in 
time of peace. The Marquis on this occa- 
sion thought himself under the necessity of 
attending to the remonstrances of this se- 
nate, or more properly Couraultai, of the 
name of Campbell, and, slipping out of the 
circle, gave orders for the prisoner to be 
removed to a place of security. 

«< Prisoner !" exclaimed Dalgetty, exert- 
ing himself with such force as well nigh to 
shake off two highianders, who for some 
minutes past had waited the signal to seiae 
him, and kept for that purpose close at his 
back. Indeed the soldier had so nearly at- 
tained his liberty, that the Marquis of Ar- 
gyle changed colour, and stepped back two 
paces, laying, however, his hand on his 
sword, while several of his clan, with ready 
devotion, threw themselves betwixt him 
and the apprehended vengeance of the pri- 
soner. But the highland guards were too 

IS 
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strong to be shaken o£^ and the unlucky Cap* 
tain^ after having had hb o&nsive weapons 
taken from him^ was dragged off and con- 
ducted through several gloomy passages to 
a small side-door grated with iron, within 
which was another of wood. These were 
opened by a grim old highlander with a long 
white beard, and displayed a very ste^ and 
narrow flight of steps leadii^ downward. 
The Ci^itain's guards pushed him down two 
or three steps, then, unloosing his arms, left 
him to grope his way to the bottom as he 
could, a task which became difficult and 
even dangerous, when the two dooiis being 
successively locked, left the prisoner in tc^ 
tal darkness. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Whatever gtranger visits here. 

We pity bis sad case^ 
UnJess to worship be draw near. 

The King of Kings-r-Iifs Grace. 

BvENs'ft Bpigmtn onOitdiii to Inv^mry* ^ 

Tim Captain finding liimself deprived or 
lights in the manner we have described, 
and placed in a vwy uncertain, situation, 
proceeded to descend the narrow and bro- 
ken stair with all the caution in his power,, 
looping that he might find at the bottom 
some place to repose himself. But with all 
his care he could not finally a^oid making 
a false step> which brought him^^ down the 
four or five last steps too hastily to preserve 
his equilibrium. At Uie bottom be stum* 
bl^d ovfir a. bundle of soxaethiBg soft^ 



A LK6BKD OF IfONTROSfi. 79 

v&ich Btirred and uttered a- groan» so de- 
nmgitig the Captain's descent, that he floun^ 
dered f<nrwafd,and finally fell upon his hands 
and knees <hi the floor of a damp and stone- 
pfired dungeon. 

When Dalgetty had recovered, his first 
demand was to know over whom he had 
Mumbled. 

** He Was a man a month since," answer- 
ed a hollow and broken voice* 
. ** And wluit is he now, then," said Dal* 
getty^ ^ that he thinks it fitting to lie lipo^ 
the low«tstep of the stairs^ and clew'd up 
I9ce a kuKhin, that honourable cavaliers, 
who chanee to be in trouble, may break 
tiieir noses over him ?^ 

«« What is he now ?" replied the same 
voice) <* He is a wretched trunk, from 
which the boughs have one by one been 
tepp^ away, and which cares little how 
soon it is torn up and hewed into billets 
for the furnace.'' 

" Friend," said Dalgetty, " I am sorry 
for ybu 9. \mtpdfieMaf as the l^aniard says. 



fl 
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If you had but been as quiet as a log, as 
you call yourself, I should have saved some 
excoriations on my hands and knees.'' 

•^ You are a soldier," replied his fellow- 
prisoner ; " do you complain on acciount 
of a fall for which a boy would not bemoan 
himself?" 

*^ A soldier ?' said the Captain ; " and 
how do you know, in this cursed dark ca- 
vern, that I am a soldier ?" 

'* I heard your armour clash as you fell,** 
replied the prisoner, *' and now I see it gliOK 
mer. When you have remained as long as 
I in this darkness, your eyes will distinguish 
the smallest eft that crawls on the floor.'* 

" I had rather the devil picjced then^ 
out !" said Dalgetty j *^ if this be the case, 
I shall wish for a short turn of the rope, a 
soldier's prayer, and a^ leap from a ladder. 
But what sort of provant have you got here 
«^what food, I mean, brother in affliction f^ 

" JBread and water once a day," replied 
the voice. 

" Pri'thee, friend, let me taste your loaf,'* 
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said Dalgetty ; «< I hope we shall play good 
comrades while we dwell together ia this 
abominable pit." , 

** The loaf and jar of water," answered 
the other prisoner, ^* stand in the comer, 
two steps to your right hand. Take them, 
and welcome. With earthly food I have 
well nigh done,** 

Dalgetty did not wait for a second invi« 
tation, but groping out the provisions, be- 
gan to munch at the stale black oaten loaf 
with as much heartiness as we have seen 
him play his part at better viands. 

" This bread,** he said, muttering with 
his mouth full at the same time, ** is not 
very savoury j nevertheless, it is not much 
worse than that which we ate at the famous 
lei^uer at Werben, where the valorous 
Gustavus foiled all the efforts of the cele- 
brated Tilly, that terrible old hero, who 
had driven two kings out oTtbe field*— 
Damely, Ferdinand of Bohemia,, and Chris- 
tian of Denmark.^ — And anent this water, 

02: 
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yrhich is none of the most' sweet, I drink: 
in the same to your speedy deliverance^ 
comrade, not forgetting mine own, and* 
devoutly wishing it were Rhenish wine, 
or hummiog Lubeck beef, at the least, were 
it but in honour of the pledge. 

While Dalgetty ran on in this way^ his teethe 
kept time with his tongue, and he speedily 
finiahed the provisions which the benevo- 
lence Of indiflbrence of his companion in. 
misfortune had abandoned to his voracity. 
When this task was accomplished, be wrap- 
ped himself in bis cloak, and seating him* 
self in a corner of the dungeon in which 
he could obtain a support on each side,, 
(for he had always been. an admirer of el-- 
bow- chairs, he remarked,, even from his 
youth upward,} he b^gan to question his- 
fellow-captive*.' 

« Mine honest friend,*^ sard hij,.. « you 
aitd I hemg comrades at bed and board,. 
ahould be better acquainted. I am Dugald 
Dalgetty. of Drumthwackei, aftd so fotthy. 
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Majot in a regiment of loyal Irishes, and 
Bnyoy Extraordinary of a Hrgh and .Mighty 
£ord, James Earl of Montrose-^Pray^ i;vhat 
may your name be ?*' 

*« It will avail you little to know,'* re- 
plied his more taciturn com'pamon. 

" Let me judge of that matter,** answer- 
ed the soldier* 

**WeW, then — ^^Rknald MacEagh is ray 
i}ame*--(hat is, Ranald Son of the -Mist." 

«« Son of the Mist !" ejaculated Dalgetty. 
^< ^n <^' utter darkness, say L But Ra* 
hald, since that is your name, how came 

you in possession of the provost's court of 

« 

guard ?"' what tlie devil brought you here, 
that is td say ?" 

** My misfortunes and my crimes," an- 
s*ered Ranald. «* Know ye the Knight 
of Ardenvohr ?** 

" I do know that honourable person/*^ 
lepfied Dalgetty. 

** But know ye where he now is ?" re* 
pHed Ranald. 

" Pasting this day at Ardenvohr, that he 
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may feast to-morrow at In verara.; ia whidi 
last purpose if he chance to fail, my lease of 
human service will be something preca* 
rious.** 

^* Then let him know one claims his in* 
tercession, who is his worst foe and his best 
friend," answered Ranald. 
^ ** Truly I shall desire to carry a less 
4)uestionabIe message," answered Dalgetty. 
** Sir Duncan, is not a person to play at 
reading riddles with," 

«* Craven Saxon," said the prisoner, " tdi 
him I am the raven that fifleen years since 
stoop'd on his tower of strength and the 
pledges he had left there— >I am the wolf 

■ 

that found out his den on the rock^ and 
destroyed his offspring — I am the leader of 
the band which surprised Ardenvohr yes- 
terday was fifteen years, and gave his fopr 
children to the sword." 

«* Truly, my honest friend," said Dal- 
getty, ** if that is your best recommenda- 
tion to Sir Duncan's favour, I would pre- 
termit my pleading thereupon, in respect 
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I have observed that even the animal crea- 
tion are incensed against those vrho intro* 
mit with their offipring forcibly^ much 
more any rational and christian creature* 
But I pray you in courtesy to tell me, whe- 
ther you assailed the castle from the hillock 
called Drumsnabt whilk I uphold to be the 
true point of attack^ unless it were to be 
protected by a sconce.'' 

^* We ascended the cliff by ladders of 
ropes," said the prisoner, *« drawn up by 
an accomplice and clansman, who had ser- 
ved six months in the castle to enjoy that 
one night of unlimited vengeance. The 
owl whooped around us as we hung be- 
twixt heaven and earth; the tide roared 
against the foot of the rock, and dashed 
asunder our skiff, yet no man's heart failed 
him. In the morning there was blood and 
ashes, where there had been peace and joy 
at the sunset." 

^< It was a pretty camisade, I doubt noty 
Ranald MacEagh, a very sufficient, on- 
slaught, and worthily discharged. Neverthe- 
less,! would have pressed thehouse from that 
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little hillock called t)runi$nab. Butyoursis 
a pretty irtegular Sc^ythiail fashion of WBt^ 
fate, Ranald, much resembling that of 
Turks, Tartars, and other Asiatic people. 
But th€ rieason, my friend, the cause of thi« 
war — the teterrima cauMi ai I nliy say ? 
Deliver ftie that, Ranald." 

»* We had been pushed at by the M*. 
Auleys, and other western tribes,'* said 
Ranald^ <^ till dur pos^s^ions became un^ 
safe for us.*^ 

" Ah ha P Said Dalgetty ;.«* I have faint 
remembrance of having heard of that mat- 
ter/ Did you not put bread into a man'e^^ 
mouth, when he ha^ never a^otAach where-^ 
unto to transmit the same ?^ 

" You have heard, then,*^ said Ranald, 
** the tale of out revenge on the haughty 
forestei" ?" 

« I bethink me that Iihave,^*^said Dalget^ 
ty, *^ and that not of an old date. It wtis a 
merry jest that, of cramming the bread Into 
the dead man's mouth, but somewhat tec 
wild and salvage, besides wasting the good 
victuala. I have seen when at a siege or a 
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leaguer, Ranald, a living soldier would have 
been the better, llanald, for that crust of 
bi^ad whilk you threw away on a. dead 
pow*** 

«* We were attacked by Sir Dancan,** con- 
tinued MacEagh^ ^ and my brother wsi6 
slain<-^his head was wi&ering on the battle- 
ments which we scaled — I' vowed revengt, 
and it is a vow I have never broken.** 

" It may be so,'* said Dalgetty j <* and^ 
every thorough*bred soldier will confess- 
that revenge is a sweet morsel y but in 
iivfaat manner this story wilt interest Sir 
Duncan in your j^stification, unless it 
should move him to intercede with the 
Marquis to change the manner thereof from^ 
banging, or« simple suspension, to breaking 
your limbs on the roue, or wheel, with the 
coulter of a plough^ or otherwise putting 
you to death by torture, surpasses my com- 
prehension. Were I you, Ranald, I would 
be for mishenning Sir Duncan, keeping my 
own secret, and departing quietly by sujSb~^^ 
cation, like your ancestors before you,**^ 

"Yet hearken, stranger," said the High. 
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lander. <* Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr had 
four children. Three died under our dirks» 
but the fourth survives ; and more would he 
give to dandle on his knee the fourth child 
which remains^ than to rack these old bones, 
which care little for the utmost indulgence 
of his wrath* One word, if I list to speak 
it, could turn bis day of humiliation and 
fasting into a day of thankfulness and re- 
joicing and breaking of thread, O I knpw 
it by my own heart ! Dearer to me is the 
child Kenneth, who chaseth the butterfly 
on the banks of the Aven, than ten sons 
who are mouldering in earth, or are prey- 
ed on by the fowls of the air.*' 

^* I presume, Ranald," continued Dal« 
getty, ** that the three pretty fellows whom I 
saw yonder in the market-place, strung up 
by the head like rizzer'd haddocks, claimed 
some interest in you ?" 

There was a brief pause ere the High* 
lander replied, in a tone of strong emotion, 
— «* They were my sons, stranger — they 
were my sons ! — blood of my blood — bone 
of my bone! — fleet of foot — unerring in aim 
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— unvanquisbed by foemen till the sons of 
Diannid overcame them by numbers ! Why 
do I wish to survive them ? The old trunk 
will less feel the rending up of its roots^ than 
it has felt the lopping off of its graceful 
boughs. But Kenneth must be trained to 
revenge-rthe young eagle must learn from 
the old how to stoop on his foes. I will 
purchase for his sake my life and my free- 
dom , by discovering my secret to the Knight 
of Ardenvohn" 

<< You may attain your end more easily,'^ 
said a third voice, mingling in the confer 
eoce^ ^^ by entrusting it to me." 

All H^hlanders are superstitious. *^ The 
Enemy of Mankind is among us !" said Ra- 
nald MacEagh^ i^ringing to his feet. His 
chains clattered as he rose, while he drew 
himself as far as they permitted from th e quar* 
ter whence the voice appeared to proceed. 
His fear in some degree communicated 
itself to Captain Dalgetty, who began to 
repeat, in a sort of polyglott gibberish, all 
the exorcisms he had ever heard of„ with* 
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out beifig abfe to retnetkiber mdre thbn a 
word or two of each« 

^ /jf» iio^me^b^f»f» ']is we said at Mares- 
thai Co\\ege'^sanHs^m»imadre di dtos^ a» 
the ^i^niard has it^aUe guHen geister kben 
den HHTfh saitb the blessed Psalmist, io 
Doctor L^lhecVtrat)fiIati6n^-<»i>-^ 

^ A truce with your exorcismsi** said Ihc 
voice they ba4 heard before j ^ though I 
eomis Btrangdy amoftg you, I am 1n6rtsd 
like ypuf selves^ and my assistance may avait 
you id your present straight^ if you ai*e liot 
too proud to be ^dundelled/*' 

While the stranger fbu» spoke, he With- 
drew the shade oi^a dark lantern, by whose 
feeble light Dalgetty coUld^ only discern 
that the speaker who had thus mysteriously 
united himdelf to their eompany, tod mixed 
m their conversatioiii wa& a tall man, dress^ 
ed ill a livery cloak of the Marquis. His 
first glance was to his feeti but he «aw ftei^ 
ther the cloven foot which Sedtti^ iegefiids 
assign to the foul fiend, nor the hole's ^dof 
by which. he is 4ifitinguisbed in Germany*^ 



Bis first enquiry was» bow tiie itfaiiger had 
Gome Bxnong them ? ' 

«' For," said he, *^ the creak of these rusty 
bars \iiould hasre bees haa^d had the dooi 
been made patent; andif youpassed througb^ 
the key-hole, truly, sir, put what' face yoa 
will on it, you are not fit to be enrolled in 
a regiment of living men.'' 

*' I reserve my secret," aosweved the 
stranger, *^ until you shall merit the dlsco^ 
very by communicating to me some of 
yoars* It may be that I shall be moved to 
let you out where I mykelf came in." 

<^ ^ cannot be through the key* hole then,'' 
said Captoin Dalgetty,, ^ for my corslet 
would ^ck in the passage Were it posaibler 
that my bead- piece could^get through. ; As 
for secrets, I have none of my owni and buti 
&w appertaining to <Hhers. But impart to 
us what secrets you desire to^ know } or, as 
Proiiessor Snufflegreek used to say at the^ 
Mareschal GoUege, Aberdeen, speak that I 
way know thee.*' 
^ It is not with you 1 bave*ficst to do,'' 
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replied the stranger, turning his light full 
on the wild and wasted features, and the 
large limbs of the highlander, Ranald Mae- 
Eaghy whot close drawn up against the walk 
of the dungeon, seemed yet uncertain whe- 
ther his guest was a living being. 

*« I have brought you something, my 
friend,** said the stranger, in a more sooth- 
ing tone, " to mend your fare ; if you are 
to die to-morrow, it is no reason wherefore 
you should not Hve to-night." 

" None at all — no reason in the creation,'* 
replied the ready Captain Dalgetty, who 
forthwith began to unpack the contents of a 
small basket which the stranger had brought 
under his cloak, while the htghlander, ei- 
ther in suspicion or disdain, paid no atten- 
tion to the good cheer. 

« Herfe*s to thee, my friend," said the 
Captain,"^ Who having already dispatched a 
huge piece of roasted kid, was now taking 
a pull at the wine-flask. <^ What is thy name, 
my good friend ?" 

<• Murdoch Campbell, sir," answered the 
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servant, '< a lackey of the Marquis of Ar« 
gyle, and occasionally acting as under- war- 
den." 

<< Then here is to thee once more, Mur- 
doch," said Dalgetty, << drinking to you by 
your proper name for the better luck sake. 
This wine I take to be Calcavelia. Well, 
honest Murdoch, I take it on me to say, 
thou deservest to be upper- warden, since 
thou showest thyself twenty times better 
acquainted with the way of victualling 
honest gentlemen that are under misfor- 
tune, than thy principaL Bread and water ? 
out upon him 1 It was enough, Murdoch, 
to destroy the credit of the Marquis's dun- 
geon. But I see you would converse with my 
friend, Ranald Mf £agh here. Never mind 
my presence ; 111 get me into this corner 
here, with the basket, and I will warrant 
my jaws make noise enough to prevent my 
ears from hearing you." 

Notwithstanding this promise, however, 
the veteran listened with all the attention 
he could to hearken to this discourse, or. 
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as he described it himself^ ^ laid hk ears 
back in bis Qeck, like Gustavus when he 
heard the key turn in the girneUkist." He 
could, therefore, owing to the natrrowness 
of the dungeon, easily overbear the fbl« 
lowing dialogue. 

" Are you aware. Son of the Mist,^ said 
the Campbell, ** that you will never leave 
this place excepting for the gibbet ?' 

♦* Those who are idearest to m e,'* answered 
MacEagfa, ** have trod that path before me.'* 

«* Then you would do nothing," asked 
the visitor, "to shun following them?''' 

The prisoner writhed himself in bis chains 
before returning an answer. 

" I would do much," at length he said j 
*• not for my own life, but for the sake of 
the pledge in the glen of Strath- A venJ 

" Apd what would you do to turn away 
the bitterness of the hour ?" again demand- 
ed Murdoch : " I care not for what cause 
ye mean to shun it." 

" 1 would do what a man might do, and 
still call himself a man." 



^< Do joix call yourself a man," said the 
mte]Togator» ^ who. have done the deeds 
of a wolf?' 

<< I do/" answered the outlaw ;/*< I am a 
mao like my forefathers-^whfle wrapt in the 
mantle of peaces we were lamb»— it was 
rent from us, and ye now call us wolves* 
Give us the huts ye have burned, our 
children whom ye have murdered, our 
\iidows whom ye have starved — coUeet 
from the gibbet and the pole the mangled 
carcaseSf and whitened sculls of our kins- 
men^bid them live and bless us, and we 
will be your vassals and brothers~<till then, 
let death, and blood, and mutualwrong, 
draw a dark veil df division between 

» 

us." 

^^ Yoji will then do nothing for your 
liberty," said the Campbell. 

" Any thing-^but call myself the friend 
of your tribe,*' answered MacEagh, 

" We scorn the friendship of banditti 
and Caterans," retorted Miu^doch, *« and 
would not stoop to accept it. — What I de- 
Jftaad to know from you, in exchange for 
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your liberty is, where the daughter and 
heiress of the Knight of Ardenvohr is now 
to be found/* 

« That you may wed her to some beg. 
gariy kinsmap of your great master/' said 
Ranald, << after the fashion of the Children 
of Diarmid ! Does not the valley of Glen- 
orquhy, to this vefy hour» cry shame on the 
Tioieuce offered to ii helpless infant whom 
her kinsmen were conveying to the court of 
the Sovereign ? Were not her escort com- 
pelled to hide her beneath a cauldron, round 
which they fought till not one remained 
to tell the tale? — and was not the girl 
brought to this fatal castle, and afterwards 
wedded to the brother of MCallum More, 
and all for the sake of her broad lands ?^ 

<< And if the tale be true," said Mnrdocfh, 
** she had a preferment beyond what the 
King of Scots would have conferred on her. 
But this is far from the purpose* Tlie 
daughter of Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr is of 
our own blood, not a stranger } and wh6 has 
so good a right to know her fate as M'- 
Callun More, the chief of her d&n r 



. << It is on his party then, that you demand 
it ?" said the outlavv. The servant of the 
Marquis assented. 

^< And ,you will, practise no evil against 
the iE^idenf-^I have done her wrong enough 
already." 

<^ No evily upon the word of a Christian 
man,*' replied Murdoch* 

<^ And my guerdon is to be life and li« 
berty?'* 

<< Such is our paction/'* said the Camp- 
bell. 

« Then know, that the cliild whom I 
saved out of compassion at the spoiling of 
her fMher's tow<^r of strength, was bred as 
an adapted daughter of our tribe, until #e 
Vere worsted at tlie pass of fiallendathil, 
by the fiend incarnate and mortal eiiemy 
of our tribe, AUan M' AuJjy of the Bloody 
hand, and by the horsemen of Leifnox, un- 
der the h^ir of Menteith." 

«< Fell she into the power of Allan oi the 
Bloody hand,*" said Murdoch^ ^^ and she a 
reputed daij^hter of thy tribe? then her 
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blood: bflSogiidedrtliedtrk, and ttwii h&t 
said: nothing T to rescue tinne ^wa fMft^ited 
life.'* :; 

^< If m; Jifeisest <Mi:lM*^8^^' «iisiiret«4 the 
ou^iaw» ^ itismecatBi for she still Bttririve9 ( ^ 
but it has a more insecure relian^er^he 
frail pniMise:of a,s«i.'o£BiHi«M^^ 

** That promise shall oofefaiil jioUi** siitd tke ' 
Campbell^ r^' i£ you-eas-asmn am thttt ^he 
survives, and where she is to be found.**' 



«^ In) the castle o£; Batrofinvumc^^'* 
JElanald MacEagh, ** under the name of- 
Annot ; Lyi& I ha^9& often beard of her 
from my kinsmen/ nfbof hame agwnr ap^ 
proaohed their native woods/itnd it it not 
loiig since mine old i eyes bebdd lier»** 

^* You l*^ said Murdoch^ in; astMtsliiifeM!; 
^< yott » a chief among die children of this 
££lst% and ventured so near yoar nnortat 

foe r* 

'< Son of Diarifty, I did more^** m^M 
tlietiutliair ; ^ I iraatii tiie haU-of the casde, 
di^paised as a harper^^frosiitfae wld i^Mfres 
of 1 iSkiamdf/ . My purpose was- to ha)^ 

^10 



• 
pfungM my^itk id ibe- body of die M«. 

AukjT wtiii tli« Mdodty faaad; before whom 

ottrraee trefftbies^ and to have taken there* 

after nviiat^ fate God shoatd send me. But 

i stW' Annot Lyle^ even when my hafrd ww 

ort'dte hilt of my dagger. She toadied ber 

clair^hach to a song of tiie Children of the 

Mnt, 'ijH^ieh idte had learned when her 

dwdKng was amongst us. The woods in \ 

which we had d wek pleasantly, rusded their 

^een Fealrea.in the song, and our streams 

vtere there with the sound of ail thieiif wa- 1 

ters^ My band ^fotisook At dagger ; * the ' 

fountaros Df mine eyes^ were opened, and 

the hour of revenge' passed awdy..~And 

now, son of 'Diarnhidf hare I not paid the 

ransosi ^ my head f^ 

'^•Ayi* replied^ Murdoch, ^* if your tale 
be true; but what proof can yon*assrgn for' 
H?^ - 

^ Bear witness heft ven and earth," ex. 
claimed tte outlaw^ **he already looks how 
he may step over has woikI P' ^ 

-^Wot-so,'* repKed Murdoch j *^ iefvcry proi 



tnist 9ball be kept to you when I am as% 
siired youjiave told me the truth* But I 
must speak a few words with your cofl^a- 
uion in captivity." 

. *« Fair and false—ever fair and fake,** 
inuttered the .prisoner, as he^thi^eiTf bii^ielf 
Qpee more ou the floor of Jbis (}ui:^eon« 
. Meanwhile* Captain Dalgetty, who ha4»t- 
tfuded^to every word of this dialoguet W9S 
making his own remarks an itin.{»*iTate. 
** What the henker can this ^ly fellow ^^ve 
to say to me ? I have no child, ei^r of my 
own, so far as I know^or of any other per- 
son, to tell him a .tale ^J^ouU. But let him 
come on-p-he will have some manoeuvriz^ 
^re be turn the flank of the old jsoldier." 
Accordingly, as if he bad ^tood pike in 
hapd to defend a breach, he waited with 
caution^ but without fear, the commence- 
ment of the attack. « You are a citizen of 
the world, Captain Dalgetty," said Mur- 
doch Campbell, *Vand cannot be ignorant 
pf our old Scotch provirb gifgqf^ which 
goes ^tlurough aU nations and all services." 
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••Then I should know something of it,** 
said Dalgetty, '* for, except the Turks, 
there are few powers in Europe whom I 
have not served} and I have sometimes 
thought of taking a torn either with Beth- 
lem Gabor^ or with the Janizaries.** 

« A nlan of your experience and tinpre- 
jadieed ideas, then, will understand me at 
once,* said Murdoch, <* when I say, 1 mean 
that your freedom shall depend on your 
trne and upright answer to a few trifling 
^^stions fei^pecting the gentlemen ydu 
have left; their state of preparation; the 
numter of their men, and nature of their 
^)pointment9 j and at much « you chanee 
to kdow about their plan of operations.* 

" Just to satisfy your curiosity,* said 
Dalgetty, '^ and without any farther pur- 
pose 7* 

** None in the world,'' replied Murdoch ; 
^^ what interest should a poor devil like me 
Hkt in their operations ^^ 

'^^Make your interrogations then,* said 
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the Captain, «^ and I'wfll answer Uipra pe- 
remptorie.*' 

<* Ho w many Irish may be on their marqh 
to join James Grabame themaligaantr' 

*^ Probably ten thousund/' $ud Captaki 
Dalgetty. 

<* Ten tbousaxK} !" replied Mufdvck an- 
grily } <* we know thi^t Mwce tiw tluwfMid 
landed at Ardmunurchan." 

<< The$i you%n6winorealmftflbmii(haii 
I do," answered C^taw Dalgetty^ wifeh 
great con^KUHire. ^« I ue«r«r saw ttMm i^usr 
tered yet, or even, uodw prouhi'' 

«< And how vm^j iQm^f.tht:pl9im.ii)fty 
be expiated ?' depianded Mmdocb* 

<< M mwy as tbi^ <am>make» M^#|^ed 
the Captain. !" 

*^ Ycm are^ anscwariog* fwm ihe purpoipr 
sir," said Murdoch ; ^< speak plainly, .wiJl 
there be fl?e thousand men f^' . . 

<< There and tkeMsboiits," aiwiiercd 
Dalgetty. 

•< You are playing with your life^ sir, if 
you trifle with me," replied the catechist } 



A 2iK4UaROf<» MOKtMM* itfS 

>4 IMP wl^stts of 4IUM, and in leisthan tea 
minutes your head hangs on the dra#- 
InidH^eii'' 

^ Boi io> speak caiididlyi Mr Murdoch;^ 
MjpUed'the C^taiPi '* dp you tfaihii it is a 
reasonable thing to ask me after the secrets 
4)f rmxr ahpy> afid i tetigagSd to* servti for the 
ivfasite osMPfrngn^P if I taught you how to 
itafeatiMdittAiw^ivbat-teobaaeB of aiy |>ay, 
flnniit^ i«(Ml 'diaace of txK^ty ?^ . 

f^^l ttH your said Gampbeii, <<that if 
you te stubbona» your campa^n shall begin 
tmd end in a mamh ti^ the blodk: at the 
:€flBkl^gate9 wkicb atands ready for such 

land^lauferav^^^^ y<>^ ^sK^^i^ toy <^tes» 

ikOMtfyiSMui^^irl «iU ^e^diVeyou itito* my 
— «w<io ' the service of M'€allmn M bre.^ 

' ^* Does the service affoni good' payP* 
««ai& Captwd Da(ge4ty« . 

<< He will double yoursj W you will ire- 
"ttttsuto :|!fo|iitrMie ^d act under bis dn*ec- 

rection.'' 

t ^f I;^im)si had seen you» siri before ta- 
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■ • . • * *....« '^ 

king on with hiip/ «ud. Dalgetty, appeal*- 
iilg to mediiatcw . « 

•* On the contrary, I can afford you moriei 
advantageous terms now,'' said the Camp- 
bell } ^ always supposing that /oU are &itii- 
ful.'' ' / r 

*' Faithful, that is^ to you^ and a traitctf 
to Moijitrose," answered the Captain. 

^* Faithful to tlte cause of rehgionand 
good order,'' ann^irerod Murdoch,- « which 
sanctifies any de^ception you may employ 
to serve it/' 

" And the Marquis of Argylei — should I 
incline to enter his service, is he a hiiul 
roaster ?" demanded Dalgetty. 

<< Never man kinder," quoth CamphelL 

<* And bountiful to his officers ?" pursu- 
ed the Captain. ' 

«^ The most open hand in Scotland^*' re^ : 
plied Murdochs 

<< True and faithful to hia engagement^ j^' 
continued Dalgetty« i 

<( As honourable an<4)leiiiai} astoeathest" 
said the clansman. 



' r^ 



** I never heard so much good of hini 
before,** said Dalgetty ; /* you must kno>^ 
the Marquis well, or rather you must be . 
the Marquis himself. Lord of Argyle,'* 
lie added, throwing himself suddenly oil 
the disguised nobleman, ** I arrest you ill 
the nam^ of King Charles as a traitor. If 
you venture to call for assistance, . T will 
wrench round your neck, ^ 
* The attack which Dalgetty mad6 Upod 
Argyle*S person was so sudden and unex- 
pected, that he easily prostrated him on the 
door of the dungeon, and held him down 
with one tand,' while his right, grasping* 
the Marquis's throat, was ready to strangle 
l&m on the slightest attempt to callTor as«> 

distance. 

- ^ Lord of Argyle,*^ he ijaid; « it is libw 

my turn to lay down the^ terms of capitil^ 

hittoil* If you list to shew me the privkte 

waj^by which you entered the dungeon/ 

you nhall escape, on condition of being my 

kcm$4Men^, as we said at the Mireschftl- 

Mi 
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CoUege^ until your waitkr visits Ink j^ri- 
gonejfs. But if pot, I wiH ficst strangle fm 
—I learned the art from. a Pblonian hi^yr 
duck» who had been A tIafW in UieOitpr 
man seraglio-^and then seek out a mode of 
retreat." 

- ** Villaio ! you would not murder mfe for 
my kindness," murmured Argyle. 

^ Not for your kindness, my Iwd/ re- 
plied Balgetty ; ^ but fiF9t« to te^ch yic^ar 
lordship ^be jus gentium towards cavalieijs 
whd come to you under safe conduct; ; aud 
secondly, to wars you of the daQg^ of .pi;^^ 

•^posing dishonourable terms to^ any worthy 
soldado, in o/d^r to tempt him to btoooM 
false to his standard during the term. of bis 

wrvice.** 

« Spare «fty life,'* said A(g)^, «^^j|pd I 

will do as yoii re^te/' 
D^getty tsaintaifiad Uft pipet upon^^bs 

Marquis's tbioat, c^mpfefmig it a* U^ 

while he >asked questiMw, aod 4^elial«g til 

ao far as 1x> giverhici tfa« fCHFef i^f^mfmm^. 

ing them. 



' : 'VWk4lar«/»)tlieM«et4opr into tbedttai- 

^ :* vHoldi iif> /the imtera tp tbe eomrr op * 

ja^^bicb} qaper9^:^e qpri|lg/^]«||lklit^Jiferi 

quiau 

' r <4frSp;i^,ao*good.T^Wbew dder the pas- 

*< Frpfxx .tbeace^ how ahaU I fot^k the 

. :f^ Tlirwigb the ^gratid «gallv}% tb^ftOftu 
tQomt the lackeys' waitingihaUy t|ie grand 

<' uAU orowded wHh soldkrsv factianaries/ 
Md:9rfiteoda»tsti*^tfa*t will nmer do for me^ 
mf }ot& i-f-^ba ve yop ao ^^ecf^ pa#sag«^ id 
i^fP^r < 9& ^ ou t have lx> yo&r ^a^goons ^ 

^^Thfemii^ paii^ge ^ough filie daHape})'' 
Miditjie iM ar^iria^ ^*>op«fiii^^fr0Eti ^y »pai»t- 



^^ A«^ wiiiiis ike pns^word uttkt gate!** 

<< The sword of Levi,'^ rqdied the Afiur^ 
quh'i : «^ but if yoa will looeirp my pledge 
of honour^ I will: go with prn^ escort ^oa 
tfarc^gh every guaed^ and set y<m at iiiH 
liberty with a passport." .^ 

<< I tnigjit trust youi tuy loid» wem.your 
throat not already black with the grasp of 
fioy fifi^rs $-««<aft4tis» ii^ ioir mzmrnr m^^, 
as the Spaniard says. Yet ycni may graat 
me a passport ;*-i4ire there writing mate- 
rials in .ymir ^^pattmemt ?" 

<< Surely ; and blank passports ready to 
be Mga^d.- I will attend yoti there/ skid 
the Marquis, " instantly." 

<< It were too much honour So€ the likt 
qf . me»" . said Dalgetty ; ** yous lordship 
slmll remain tmd^r charge of mine lionest 
friend Bapald MacEagh} therefore, prithee 
let me drc^ you within r^dh of hischoicb-^ 
Honest Ranald, you see how.mstters stend 
with us. I fhaU find the means, I dottbt 
not, of setting y^fiii at fireedomu Mean time 
do as you see me do ; clap your hand thus 



bn the "WMiiliiil of th» high ^md mighty 
princfc; iindbt his raff, and- if he offer to 
struggle or cry oat, £nl not, my worthy 
Rasiftld^ to squeeze doughtily ; and if it 
head ^bUqmum^ Ranald, that is, till hA 
Swoon, there is no great niatterj seeing he 
deseed your gullet and ipiiie to still hardt 
cr usage.* 

^ If he^oftr at speeeh of strt^gle,"* said 
Kaudd, <^ he dies by myhand^** 

V That is tight, Rana]d-*-»very spirited^ 
St thorough-going friend that understands a 
hint is worth a millicHi/' 

Thus resigning the charge of the Marquis 
to his new confederate, Dalgetty pressed the 
spring, by whidi the secret door flew open^ 
though BO well were its hinges polished and 
oikd, that it made not die slightest ndise in 
tefslviii^* The opposite s^e of the doot 
wsfr^mmred by very strong bolt and barsi 
beside which fauog one or two keys, de^ 
sigMd;appa&eiitIy to undo fbtter-lacks. A/ 
nsifow stair, case, ascending up through 
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the Marquis liad truly: iof0r«fit4:biffi>..b§« 
hind thatap9tryi^f:hi«:|irinte'.ap^m€Qt4 
Such cooraitmicMtom worn ;fraqu#iiii injM 
fiiiidal cafttles^ a^. tfaos^ gave^tWlM^ i^lltbfi 
iattxtBSf lifae ;.ai Jiecqud. Dkii^u^si,' *^ 
BMaas of heacmg uhs obDveimtion; t)f his 
prisoners, or, if he pleased* ofrYmthUg 
them%n diaguis^' an mgemoBiit sudnch had 
. terminated so iimplemaaiitiy ion the pf§m9t 
eccaoon for Gittespte Gi:iiaiadi» Moving 
exaiaioed preriottslf whether there m^ 
laoy one in the apatttMDt^.and fiodiogithfi 
ernst dear^ the Captaia entet ed, aud h^t- 
ily possessing himself of a hiankpasspastii 
veveral of i«hich ky on the table^ 9nd.of 
wcitiog naterials^ scnimng, at the saioe 
time, the Marquis's.di^^ger>.aqd a aiUc cmA 
from the Iiangmgs, he^agaimidesceftdediota 
the cavern, < whiem,. Hstemng a/momepl M 
the door, he* couhl htn the thaJf^stiflet 
voice of the Marqpna Maklag-gc€»t.pro£%tt 
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to MaeEAghy o& caiidi(ioii.he;wwiId^«%r 
lum to.giveaa alarm* _ 

***Not far. A ^eeet^of deexwroot ftr > 
thotisMd head of catUe^" answesed (lie 
free*bQQterf <iEQt for. ail Lkekmda ibAt 
ever called a son of EUanaaid msptart . wi^l 
I biaeak the. troth I .ba?e plijgbt^d.ao^hiip 
of the irpn-gariB£Bf 

^* He of theironpjjaraiaDti" said Dalgwttf i 
entering, '^ is bouodontuoto yoii> Jda^^E^gibf 
and this noble lord shall bebouOfieD al^;} 
bat first he< amst jSU up thia paa^port vith 
the names of Migor.Di3gald Dajjgattyiai^ 
his guide^ or he ia liico. to have >a p^sport 
iato another worlds" . 1 

The Marqia3 subscribed* and crater b}^ 
the light of the dark-lantern, as tbe so^ 
dkc prescribed to him. 

'< And Bow^ Ranaldy" said Dalgettjv 
H strip thy upper gariaent<^thy* p^^id I 
laean, Ranald, and la it-will J mujQe thp 
MClalluaa. Moi^e,. aod makeof hiini for tbf 
tjnie« a Cbihl of the Mist j--^Nay, I mua^ 
luwg it over your heads wy lord, so $Ets (9 
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ftectfre ii« againlt ybur mistimed claraorif. 
—So, now he » sufficiently muffled*; — hoM 
down your hands^ or^ by heaVen, I willstab 
you to the heart with your own dagger j 
—nay, you srTiall be bbund* with nothing Itss 
thto silk, as your quality deserv^^s.—Sb 
now he is secure tillsome ohe comes to' re- 
lieve him. If he ordered us a liate dinner^, 
"'Batiald^, "he is lik* to be the sufferer ;— at 
cvnliafc bouri my good Ranald, did the jaifo^r 
ulvuilly appear,** 

« Never till the sun was beneath tlfe 
Western wave," said M'Eagh. 

" Then, my friend , we shall have three 
hours good,'' said the cautious Captain. ** Ih 
the mean time, let us kbbur for your fibe*^ 
tation.** 

To examine Ranald's chain was the next 
occupation. It was undone by means of 
one of the Jceys which hung behind the pri- 
vate door, probably deposited there, that 
tiie Marquis might, if he pleased, dismiss 
«^ prisoner, or remove him elsewhere with^ 
out the necessity of summoning the.wari 

5 
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deo. The outlaw gtretdied hm benumbed 
nrms, and bounded from the floor of the 
dungeon in all the extas^ of recovered free- 
dom. 

<< Take the livery-coat of that noble prt* 
sooer," said Captain Dalgett^; *< put it on» 
and fdlow close at^my heels." 

The outlaw obeyed. They ascended the 
private stair, having fir^t secured the door . ' 
behind them, and ibm safely. Kaebed ih» 
spartment of the Marquis. 
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Yet be. that's sure to perlth pn th^ l^d. 
May quit the nicety of card and oampass^ 
Jbild^niitihi open MH ii4tbottt tt pibt.^ 



^ ^. Look out ior the private way tfirodgh 
Ae chapel, Raiialdi'* said the Captaioi 
^' while I give a has^ regard to these mat- 
tors,* » . 

Thus speaking, he seized with one hand 
a bundle of Argyie*8 most private papers, 
und with the otha: a purse of gold, both 
of which lay in a drawer of a rich cabinet 
which stood invitingly open. Neither did 
he neglect to possess himself of a sword 
and pistols^ wkh powder* flask and balls, 
which hung in the apartment. <^ Intelli- 



g/ence and bopty^" said the veteran, aa he 
poudied tlie spoH9i» *^ each honourable ca- 
valier should look to the one on hi^^oe- 
ral's behalf, and the other on his own. 
This sword is an Andrew Ferrara» and t^e 
pistols better than mine own. But a f^ir 
exchange is no xobberf. Soldados are not 
to he eoidaiigeredt and endangered grsiU^ 
tously, my Lord of Argyle,«<-But 3oft| sc^K 

Banald } wise Man of tb^ MukU ^bi^ther art 
thoa 'bound E*' 

I 

it wa^iodeedfidLtio)^ to stop MaqEagh's 
fmifttedm&i ibr, not . finding the j^riva^e 
p$u4fif^e,xeadilx$ and ii^patientt. it mikid 
seeoij of farther delay, he bad eoijghtder^n 
a sword and target* , and was ab wt. tiy en* 
ter.the,;great gallcryr with the^perpc^, 
doubtless^tpf %hting his w«y thrm^b all 
otppositioii. ' ' ; 

*« Hold, while you live," whispered D^- 
gett^t la):ing hold on him. ** We must 
not be perdue if possibly. So bar we . tli^s 
door, that it may be thoiight M^CaUym 
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More would b^ private — ^knd now let me 
make a reconnoissahce for the private pas* 
•age/* 

By looking behind the tapestry in vaiv 
ous plates, the Captain: at length discover* 
ed a private door, and behind diat a winding 
passage, terminated by another door, which 
doubtless entered the chapel. But what 
^ wfts his disagreeable surprise to hear,'on €^e 
Other side of this second door, the sonorous 
voice of a divine in the act of preachingi 

« This made the villain," he *aSd, ** re- 
conimeiid this to us as a private passage 

■M 

I ai9 strongly tempted to return and eut 
hiaifeipat;* 

He then opened very gently the doo^y 
which led into a kitticed galleiy used by 
the Marquit bimself, the curtains of which 
were drawn» perhaps, with the purpose of 
having it supposed that he was engaged ia 
attendance upon divine worship, when, in 
fact, he was absent upon his secular afikirs. 
There was no other person in the seat} (ot 



the family of the Marquii^ sucb was the 
b^ state maintained m those days, sate 
during service in another gallery, placed 
sataewhat lower than that of the great m an 
hiavselR This being the case. Captain 
I^lgetty ventured to Msconce himself in 
tl^e gallery, of which he carefully secured 
the doon 

Never (althbugh tlie expression be a bdd 
one) was a sermon listened to with more 
impatience, and le^s edification, on the part 
of one, at least, of the audience. The Cap- 
tain heard si^tdent/dy — ^eventeenthly -^ 
^^teenthiy^ and to amelvde^ with -'a*Jort 
of feeling like protracted despain ' Bttt no 
man can lecture (for the service was called 
a lecturei) for ever, and the discourse was 
at length closed, the clergyman not failing 
to mfdcp a profound bpw towards the lat« 
ticed gallery, little suspecting whom he 
honoured .by that reverence. To judge 
fpom the haste with which they dispersed, 
the domestics of the Marquis were scartse 
more pleased with their late occupation 



* 

tbau thd fii^klaus Captain Dalgetty } io- 
deecH ifi^Tiy of tbem^ beuif llfghlaiidfiQaai 
had the esottse of ^ot utKl6FstoTidi4^ asia- 
gle word vu^iiioh the ^leiigymun spoke» aU 
though they gave their i^tendance ofi- his 
doctrine k^ tbe speela) order of M^Gallum 
More, and woutd h^v€ dene s^had he %ee& 
a Turkish Imauo). 

''^ut akbdiigh the congregation diaper* 
sed thua^ rapidly » the di?tae remained be- 
hiiid. in the ehapel» atid^ walking up and 
dowo ita Gothic precincts, ^emed ettber to 
bemeditatiiig^ft trhathehadju9t beende* 
livering, or preparing a fresh discourse for 
the next opportuaity. Bold a^^ he was, 
Dalgetty hesitated what he ought to do. 
Time, however^ pressed, and every mo- 
ment increased the chance of their e^* 
cape being discovered by tlie jailor visiting 
the dungeon perhaps before his wonted 

» 

time, and djacovering the exchange which 
had been made there* At length, whisper^ 
ing Raoatd^ who watched allfais motions, -to 
follow hiiji and preserve bia countenaflce, 



CJaptelli' THlg^ity^ with a very composedF 
At, descended A flight of rteps which led' 
IKmI tite piietf into^ the foody of the cha- 
pel Ai^» eip^rifceed adventurer woulcf 
have^ eflftdettvoered to pass the worthy cler-' 
gymMi FapkllyV in hopej to escape unnoti- 
fte*. But the Captain, who foresaw the ma^ 
mf*est danger of failing in sueh an attenipf, 
wrifced grdvely to meet the divine upon his 
walk' ill' the fcidstof the chancel, and-, pull- 
iog^fals bap, was^bout to pass him after 
a formal reverence. But what was his sur- 
prfee t0 view in the preacher the very same 
peli^ott with whornhe had dined in the cas- 
tle of Ardenvohr. Yet he speedily reco- 
vered ^his composure ; and ere the clergy- 
gfSMa twAd speak, was the first to address 
hlmi ♦• I could noir,'* he said,'*' leave this 
miMion without beqaeiathing to yoir, my 
very reverend sir, my humble thanks for 
the homily with which you have this even- 
ing firtoured us.** 

" Pdid not observe, sir,** said the clergy- 
mm; « that you were in the chapel.** ^ 
. . *^ k pleased the bonoarabfe Marquis," 



atid Dalgetty, modestly, << to grace me with 
a seat in his own gaUery." The divine 
bowed low at^this iDtimatioD, knowing that 
•uch an honour was only vouchsafed to per- 
sons of very high rank* ** It has been my 
fate, sir," said the Captain, <* in the i^rt of 
wandering life which I have led, to b^ve 
heard different preachers of .different reli- 
. gioqs— as for example, Lutheran, Evange- 
lical, Reformed, Calvinistical, and so forth, 
but never have I listened to such a homily 
as yours*" 

^\ Call it a lecture, worthy sir,^' said die 
divine, ** such is the phrase of Q^t 
church." 

'* Lecture, or homily," Sjaid Dalgetty, ^' it 
was, as the High- Germans say, gamt/artre 
flieh ; and I «could not leave this place with- 
out testifying unto you what inward eqio* 
tioQsIhave undergone during your edifying 
prelections and hoyr I am touched to the 
. quick, that I should yesterday, during the 
rjefection, have seemed to infringe on the 
respect dii^ to such a person as yourself*"^ 

^« Aks ! my worthy sir," said $^e df rgy- 



ftaii, *' we meet in this world as in the Val- 
ley of the Shadow of Death, not knowing 
against SK^hom we may chance to encounter, 
hi trath it is no matter of marvel, if we 
sometimes jostle those, to whom, if known, 
we wottld yield all respect. Surely, sir, I 
urouM rather have taken you for a profane 
ffliafignant than for such a devout person as 
you prove, who reverences the great Master 
€veh in the meanest of his servants/* 

"^ It is always my custom to do so, learn- 
ed sir,*' answered Dalgetty ; "for in the ser- 
vice of the immortal Gustavus — but I de- 
tain you from your meditations**— -his de- 
sire to speak of the King of Sweden being 
for once overpowered by the necessity of 
his circumstances. ^ ' 

*« By no means, my worthy sir,'^ said the 
elergyman. ** What was, I pray you, the or* 
der of that gteat Prince, whose memory '% 
so dear to every Protestant bosom ?• 

^ Sir, the drums beat to prayers morning 
and evening, as regularly as for parade; and 
if H soldier passed without saluting the 

voL,rr.^ F * V ' 



cbni^giii, he hadaji hoiif aride on thp wood* 
en mare for his pains. Sir, I wish jou a 
very gaod evening — I am obliged to depart 
the castle under M^Callum More'a paw* 
port. 

'^ Stay one instant, sir," said the preacher^ 
*< is there nothing I can do to testify my, 
renpect for the pupil of the great Gutfatua, 
and so admirable a judge of preaching ?'* 

<< Nothing, sir," said the Captain, '^but 
to shew me the nearest way to the gAtee*-* 
and if you would have thekindaess»'* he add- 
ed with great effrontery, <* to let a serviint 
briog my horse with him, the 4ark grey 
gelding— <all him Gustavus, and he will 
prick up his ears— for I know not Where the 
castle stables are situated, and my guide/ 
he added) looking at Ranald, '< speaks, na 
En^ish." 

-^^ I hasten to accommodate you," said tte 
clergyman ;» ** your way lies through that 
cloiMered passage." 

•* Now heaven's blessing upon your V9r 
nity !" said the Captain to himself *' I wac 
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4fr8td I ^woidd hwre had :to mtfch off with«> 

> 

out Gustavut^'* . . 

In fact, 80 eflSsctually did the cbtplaiii 
eKrt himself in behsdf of bo excelleot a 
judge of compositioQ, that while Dalgettj 
ym ipBjAying with the centinels at the draw- 
bfi^i^ shewing his passport, and giving the 
wibeh-word, a servant brought him his 
horse, ready saddled for the journey. In^ 
aay other ph^ce, the Captain suddenly ap- 
petfrtn^ at large after having been publicly 
sent to ]^rison, might have excited suspicion 
sadenqufary; bnt the officers and doioes- 
tiesflf the Marquis were accustomed to the 
mysterious policy of their master, and never 
supposed aught else than that he had been 
liberaled and entrusted with some private 
cMimission by their mastcs*. In this belief, 
and having received the parole, they gave 
him free piuisage. 

Dalg^ty rode fiowly through the town 
of Inverara, the outlaw attending upon him 
lilif* feot-page at his horse's shoulder* ^ As 
they passed the gibbet^ the old man looked 
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€(n the bodfes and wnitig hii hatidi^. Hie 
look and gesture were momentai*y» but ex* 
pressive of indescribable anguish^ Ii!istant- 
iy recovmng himselfi Ra6aldV ib passing, 
whispered somewhslt to one of tt^ fetiftales^ 
who, like Rizp&h the daughter of Aizifa, 
seemed engaged in watching and mourning 
the victiiAs of feudal justice and thielty* 
The woman started at his voice, but im- 
mediately collected hferself, and ret'urtfcd 
for answer a slight inclination of the hfead* 
Dalgetty continued his way out dF the 
tow»9 uncertain whether he bhdUM ^ to 
seize or hire a boat and etoss th6 lake, dt 
plunge into the wood^ and there coriiieal 
himself from pursuit. In the foi*mei''*%^nt 
he was liable t6 be instantly pursued fjy 'the 
gallies of the Marquis^ which lay reaffy for 
sailing, their long yard-arms poidtihg to the 
wind, and what hope could be havife in an 
'4u:dinaTy Highland flshing^boat to eddape 
from them? If he made the latter choice, hii 
chance either of supporting or cbncehl^ 
himself in those Waste afid unknown wilfler- 
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De98es WHS ia the highest degree precarious^ 
Tbe t0wa lay now behind him, yet what 
h^jEid t^ taro to for safety he was unable to 
detetminey aod began to be sensible, tiiat in 
^sfi»j^big &om the dungeon at Inverara, he 
bad only accompliahed the easiest part of a 
d^lcuH task. If retaken, his fate was now 
ceiijan ; fpr the per^ojnal injury he had offer, 
ed to a man so powerful and so vindictive, 
caul(l be atoned for only by. instant death. 
Wl^ile he pondered these distressing reflec 
tM^t wd Ippked around with a counte- 
naace.wjuch plainly expressed indecision, 
iUoaldr. MacEagh suddeiily asked ^ him 
^ Mhidh way he intended to journey ?** 

'^ Aod that, hoaest comrade/' answered 
Balgjetly, *Ms preceesely the question which 
I caimot answer you — truly I begin to hold 
thfi opiaion, Ranald, that we had better 
have stuck .by the brown loaf and waters- 
pitcher until Sir .Duncan arrived, who, for 
h» owq^ionQur, must have made some fight 
forme." 

^ Saxon," ^swered MacEagh, <^ do not 
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you regret . haTing exchanged the fool 
breath of yonder dungeon for the ffee air 
of heaven. Above all» repent not that y^u 
have served a Son of the Mist< Put fOM'-' 
self under my guidance, and I will wa^rMt 
your safety with my head/' 

** Can you guide me safe through these 
imountains, and back to the army of Moa«^ 
trose ?** said Dalgetty. - ^ 

t '^ I can,** answered MacEagh ; ** there 
lives not a man to whom the moutitain pass* 
es, the caverns, the glens^ the thickets attd 
the oocries are known» a& they are^to-tlie 
Children of the Mist. While others cnmi 

on the level ground, by the«ides of lal^* 

1 

and streams^ ours are the steep holkmsof 
the inaccessible mountains, the birth^plMe 
of the desert springs. Not aU the blood* 
houpds of Argyle can trace the fastnesses 
through which I can» guide you.'* 
' << Say'st thou so,, honest Ranald?" replied 
Dalgetty ; *^ th^ihave on wil^ thee, Ibr of 
a surety I shall never save the ship by my 
own pilotage.'' 
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Tlie ou^w accordingly led the way into 
tbe wood by which the castle is surround* 
ed for several miles, walking with so much 
dbpatc^h aa kept Gustavus at a round trot, 
and tiddng such. a number of cross cuts and 
turnsy th^t Captain Dalgetty speedily lost 
all idea where be might be, and all know- 
ledge of the points .of the compass. At 
lengthy the path, wiiich had gradually 
becomie moxje difficult, altogether ended 
among, tbicke^ and underwood. The 
roaring of a t(M*rent was heard in the neigh- 
bourhood, the ground ' became in some 
pboea broken, in others boggy, and every* 
wliere unfit for riding. 

V What tbe .foul fiend,'* said Dalgetty, 
'^^18 to be done here? .1 must part with 
Gustavus, I fear." 

• ^» '£ake no ^re for your horse," said the 
outlaw } <^ he shall soon be restored to you." 
'^ As he apoke, he whistled in a low tone, 
anda lad, half dressed in tartan, half naked, 
baving only his own shaggy hair, tied with 
a UioDg of leather, to protect his head and 
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face from sun and weather, lean, and half-* 
starved in aspect, his wild grey eyes ap« 
pearing to fill up ten times the proportion 
usually allotted to them in the human face^ 
crept out as a wild beast might have doni» 
from a thicket of brambles and briars. 

" Give your horse to the gillie/' said 
Ranald MacEagh ; *^ your life depends up* 
on it.'* 

" Och ! och !" said the despairing vete- 
ran, <* Eheu ! as we used to say »t Mare- 
srchal College, must I leave Gustavus in 
such grooming?" 

" Are you frantic, to lose time thus ?" 
said his guide j " do we stand on friend's 
ground, that you should part with your 
horse as if he wereypur brother ? I tell you, 
you shall have him again ; but if you never 
saw the animal^ is. not life better than the 
best colt ever mare foaled ?" 

<^ And that is true too,^ mtfie honest 
friend," sighed Dalgetty ; " yet if you- 
knew but the value of Gustavus, and the 
tilings we two have don^. and suffered to* 
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gfitfier— *See, he tijrm j^itek to look at me ! 
— *be kind to him^ ta^ good breechless 
fiimd, and I will requite you well.^ . So * 
saying, and witbal sniffling a little to swaU 
low his grief, he .turned from the heart* 
rending spectacle in order to follow his 
guide. 

To follow his guide was no easy matter, 
and soon required more agility than Captain 
Dalgetty could master. The very first 
plunge after he had parted from his char- 
ger, carried him, with little assistance fron» 
a few overhanging boughs, or projecting 
loots of trees, eight foot sheer down into 
the course of a torrent, up which the Son 
^ the Mist led the way. Huge stones, 
ever which they scrambled, thickets of 
thorn and bramUes, through which they 
had to drag themselves, rocks which were 
to be climbed on the one side with much 
lahdur and pain, for the purpose of an 
ei|i»i3Iy precarious descent upon the other; 
aJI ^e:^^ and many siich interruptions, ' 
were aunpeiouitted by the l%ht>footed aad 

92 
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half-naked. looutitaifiefifr wib&:.a& ease and 
yelocity. /which f xcked the wrpiiiae ^abd 
envy of Captaia Dalgetty, who, encuisJ^r- 
edby bis bead-^|Hece» coralet, and* other aF- 
laoui:^ not to mentioa bia pondesou^ jadc- 
bootB). found himself all length, so much ex- 
hausted by fatigue^ and the difficulktmof 
the £oad| that he sate dow&. upon a stolie 
in order to reeoverhis breatjii while he ex- 
plained to Eati^ld MaeEagh the differeii^e 
betwixt travelliilg e^dkusvud impediius^ 
as these two military phrase iwere uadee** 
•t09dr at Mareschal College, Aberdeen. 
The |oie answer o£ the meiiintameer *was lo 
lay his haad on the soldier^ arm» and point 
backward inthe direction of the wind: Dal* 
getty could spy nothing, for evening was 
dosing fast, and they were at the bottom of 
a dark raviae« But he could distinctly hear 
at a distance the suUea toll of a large b^ 
^< That/* said he,. ^^ must be the alam^^ 
^ ^he 9to]^iA»clock, as the Germans call il«'* ^ 
, . ^^ it atrikes the faoiur. of yoiur doath/* an* 
(wered Eanaldt ^unless; you caxi accaa^- 
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ptaijr mie 4^1iftle fAther^ Fo» every toll of 
ti»t beli» a brave man lias yielded up his 

- •♦ Twljr, Ranald, my trqsty fnend,** said 
Skilgetty, M*I will not deny that the case 
fiiay bo soon mine own } for I am so for* 
foaohen, (beings as I explained to you> im- 
peiUm9ytot had I been ^:tpedU^, I mind not 
fiedi^tinan eirefcise the flourish of a iifi^), 
that I thmk I had better ensconce myself ia 
oneof these bushes^ and even lie quiet there 
to abide what fortune Ood shall send me.- 
1 eiftrevit you, Ranald, to shift foi* y ottfself, 
and leave ise to my fortune, .as the Lidn 
6f the< North, the immortal Gustavus 
Adolphus; my never. to4)er forgotten mas-* 
tet, (whom you must sorely have^heard of» 
<-Rani^, though you may have heard of no 
^ne else)) said to Francis Albert, Duke of 
iS^^e^Lauenburgh) when he was mortally- 
wounded on the plains of Lutzen. Neither 
despair sdtogether of my safety, Ranald^ 
seeing I have been in %s great pinches aa 
tii^ in Germany^-^more espetsiidly,, I're« 
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member m^; that at tbeffttftl bi^Hle^f NecU^-* 
gen-^after which I changed seryi^e " » ■ » .■ r 

*• If you would save your father's awti^'a 
bceath to help bis child out of. trouble, in* 
stead of wasting it upon the tales of Sean-^ 
nacliies," said Ranald, who now turned im.. 
pati^t of the Captain's loquacity, ** or if 
your feet: could travel as &»i as your^ 
tongue, you might yet lay youn bead oa 
an unbloody pillow to-oigbt.** 

<< Something tiiere is like military $kill. 
in that," replied the Captiain, ^^ although 
wantonly and irreverently spoken to an of* 
ficer of rank. But I hokl it good to par* 
don such freedoms on a march, in respeiet 
of the 6aturtialian licence indulged in such 
cases to the troops of all jnatious* And 
now, resume thine office, friend BianaJd» in 
respect I am well-breathed ; or, to be more^ 
plain, Iprae^ sequar, as we used to say at 
Mareschal College," 

Comprehending his meaning rather from 
his motions than his language, the Son of the 
Mist agifin led the way, with an unerrUtg. 
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predMonihftt looked like inMinot^ttoougb 
a variety of grouad the most difScilU andr 
broken that could well be imagined. Drag- 
ging along his ponderous boots, eiicumber- 
ed with (iiigb-pieoes^ gauntlets^ corslet, and* 
back-piec^ apt %0 mention the buff jerkin 
which he woreund^rall these &rmS) talk-* 
ing of his former exploits the whol^ way, 
thoi^h Ranald paid not the lightest at* 
tention to him. Captain Dalgetty dontri* 
vj^d to folk>w his guide a con»derahle way 
farther, when the deep-mouthed baying of 
a hound mm heard coming dowii the wind, - 
as if opening on the soent of its prey. 

*^ £laek hound,^' said Ranald, ** whose 
throat never boded good to a Child of the 
Mist, ill fortune to her who littered thee ! 
hast them already found our trace I But 
thott art too late, swart hound of darkness,, 
and the deer has gained the herd."* 

So saying, he whistled very softly, and 
was answered in a tone equally low from 
the top of a pass, up which they had for 
some time been ascending. Mending 



pace^ they leacbed the topi where the moour 
whkb bud now risen bright and clear, shew* 
ed to Dalgetty a party of te^ or tweife 
Highlandersi and about as many women 
and children, by whom Ranidd MacEa^ 
was received with such tnmsjpofts of loy, 
jA made his compaaion easily sensiUe 
that those by -whom he was surrounded 
must of course be Children of the Mist 
The place which they occupied well suited 
their oame and -habits. It was a beetling 
ingy round which winded a very naif ow 
^d br<dcen foot-path, commanded in vapi- 
ous places by the position which they held. 

Banald spoke anxiously and hastily to 
the childre&of his tribe, and the men^c^me 
one by one to shake hands^ with Dalgetty, 
while the women, clamorous in tbeir griti- 
t|ide, pressed round to kiss even the hem 
q£ his garment. 

^< They plight tbeir faith to you,*' -said 
Ranald MacEagh, << for requital of the 
good deed you have done to the tribe this 
dfty.** 
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^Enough said^ Ranald^** aoswered 4Aie 
soldier^ *< ^ough said'-^teU the» I love 
nMthis shaking of haiid&— it confuses tanks 
aod degrees in nulitary service ; and as to 
kissing of gaantletSi puldrons, and th6 fiki^ 
I remenlber that the immortat Gustavus; as 
be rode throngh the streets of Nuremberg 
being thus worshipped by the populace, 
(being doubtless far more worthy of it than 
a poor diough honourable cavalier like m^- 
selfi) did say unto them, in the way of te- 
imke, < If you iddize me thus like a god, 
who shall insure you that the vengeance of 
Heaven wifl not soon prove tne to be a mo!f% 
tal r-~And so here, I suppose you intend 
to mi^e a dtand against your followers, 
Ranald^-»^«7d/d a JDios^ as the Spaniard says 
— a very pretty pMition^ — as pretty a post 
ticMQ for a smalt peloton of men as I hwe 
seen in my service — no enemy can come 
towards it by the road without being at the 
mercy of cannon and mui^et.-^But then, 
ftanald, my trusty comrade, you Imve lio 
cannon, I dai^e to aver, and I do not sM 
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^at a^y of .these fdlows have mU3fcets 
^ther« Sk> with what artillery you proposa 
qaaking gdod the pass, before you come to 
hard blows,, truly, Ranald* it paasetb my 
apprehension.'^ 

" With the weapons and with the cour 
rage of our fathers," said MacEagh, and 
made the Captain observe, that the nveii of 
his party were armed with bowa and ar- 
rows, 

" Bows and arrows T' exclaimed Dalget- 
tyj "ba! ha! hal have we Robin Hood 
and liittle John back again ?— Bows and 
arrows ! wbyi the sight has not been seen 
in civilized war for an hundred years. Bows 
and arrows ! and why not with weavers- 
beams,' as in the days of Goliah ? That Du* 
gald Dalgetty, of Drumthwacket, should 
live to see men fight with bows and arrows! 
—The imnaortal Gustavuis would never 
hare believed it-^nor Wallensteiii — ^nor 
Batler--.Bor old Tilly.^Well, Ranald, a 
cat can have but its claws— rsince bows and 
aorows are the word, e'en let us xoake the 
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best of it — Only, as I do not uaderstand. 
the scope and range of such old-fa^bioned 
artillery, you must make the best diapoaVt 
tion you can out of your own head i for my 
taking the command, wbilk I would have 
gladly done had you been to fight witt> 
aoy christian weapons^ is out of the ques* 
tion when you are to combat like quivered 
Numidians. I will| however, play my part 
with my pistols in the approaching mellay^ 
in respect my carabine unhappily remain$ 
at Gustavus's saddle* — My service and 
thanks to you,'' he continued, addressing a 
mountainee,!: who offered h^m a bow ; ^ Da- 
gald Dajgetty may say of himselff. »s he 
learned at Mare^hal College,, 

Non eget Mauri jaculis, nequ^ arcu, 
Nee venenatis gravida sagittis 

Fusee, pharetra ; 






whilk i^ to say* 

Btanald Mac^agfa a second time imposed 
aileupe on the talkative commander as bcr 
fore, by pulling his sleevei and pointing 
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down the pass. The bay of' the blood- 
hound was now approaching nearer ajid 
i^arer, and they could hear the voices of 
several persons who accompanied the ani* 
maly and hallooed to each other as they 
dispersed occasionally^ either in the hurry 
of their advance, or in order to search; more 
accurately the thickets as they came along. 
They were obviously drawing nearer and 
nearer every moment. MacEagh, in tbe 
mean time,, proposed to Captain Dalgetty 
to di8encun]fber himself of his armour)" aad 
gave him ta umdeistand thak the women 
ihould transport it to^a place of safety. 
' ' " I crave your pardohi sir,** ssud Dalget* 
iff ^ such is not the rule of our foreign ser- 
vice ; in respect I remember the regiment 
of Finland cuirassiers reprimanded^ and 
their kettl&drums taken from them by tbe 
immortal Gi^tavus^ because they had assu- 
med the permissicm to mardi without their 
eorsletSt and to l^ve them with the bag- 
gage. Neither did they strike kettle drami 
iffin at the head of that famous regimwt 
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ttBttl they biehaved tbensd^irfs sa nottbly 
It the fidd of Leipsic ; « lesMti liiphtlk'it 
net to be fbrgotteilt^ aiiy more than that ex* 
ckmation of theimmortdl Oostavu&j * Hott 
shall I kno«^ 11^ my officers iove me by their^ 
putting on^heir armoctr} since if my officers 
are $laiit» who shall lead my soldiers unto 
victory ?' Nevertheless^ ftiend R^ahi» tMs 
is Dritk^ut prejudice to my being rid of 
these somewhat heavy boots, providing I 
esu obtain any other soccddiemeum j for I 
presume not to say thait my bare soles are 
fortiiMl^ so^ a8< t<s ettdtiMr the flints and 
thamSy as seems to be th« oslse with your 
followers*-' 

To lid the Captain of his cumbrous 
greaves, and case his feet in a pair of 
brogues made out of d^dr-skin, which t a 
I Highlander stripped off for his accomm^* 
"^Ofiy was the work of a minute, and Dal* 
^etty found himself much lighteiied by the 
Hexcbange. He was in the act of recotn^ 
laendifig to Ranald MacEagh; to send two 
sr three of his followers a little lower to r^ 
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connoitre the pa^ ^nd at the saoie, tioaei, 
somewhat to extend his front» placiing two 
detached archers at each flank- by way ot 
pasts of observation, wb^n the near cry of 
the hound apprized them that the pprsuers 
were at the bottom of the pass. Ail wa& 
then dead silence, for, IpquacioUs %s he \Ya9. 
on other occasions, Captain Dalgetty knew 
well the ne^ssity qf an ainbush keeping 
itself und^r covert; 

The voiooxk gleamed on the brokea paJj3l-^ 
way, and on the projecting cliffs of jrock 
round which at winded, its light intercepted 
here sxid there by the branches of bushes; 
and dwarf trees, which finding nonrishtneot 
in the creyic^? of the rocks^ in sooie peaces 
overshad^ the bfy>w and ledge of the preei^ 
pice* Bqlow, a thick copse- wa0d lay in 
de^p and dark, shadow^ somewhat resem- 
bling the billows of a half- seen ocean. From 
the hpsoiQ of that darkne^ and obse to 
the bottom of the precipice» the hoctnd 
was heard at intervals baying fi^sifttUy» 
sounds which were redoubled by tha 
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^thoes <ff the woods and rocks aroii^nd. At 
ifiter^lfi, ^ese sank into deep ^lehce, m« 
terrapted oml^ by the plfltshing ho»e of k 
nnall runt)^! of water which partly fell fronlk 
the rock, partly found i more silent passage 
to the bottom along ild projecting surface. 
Voiced of men were also heard in stifled 
Iroiiverse below ; it seemed as if th6 pursu- 
it had not discovered the narrow path 
which ltd to the top of the rock, or that, 
having discovered it, the peril of the ascent, 
jbiiied to the imperfect light, arid the tin- 
tfertainiy whether it might not be defended, 
Mde them hesitate to attempt it; 
' At length a ihadftWy Ggme was seen, Which 
itAitd itself up from the abyss of darkiresi 
Mo^, and, emerging into the pale moon- 
light; began cautiously and slowly to ascend 
the rocky path. The outline Was so dis- 
t&ctly marked, that Captain Dalgetty could 
discover not only the person of the High- 
Isinder, bift the long gun which' he carried 
in his hand, and the plume df feathers 
which decorated his bonnet. <^ Tatisend 
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ieijleu ! iliat I should say so^ atfd so like^to 
be near my latter end,'* ejaculated Ae Cap- 
tain, but onder his breath,* « ifhat w21 be- 
<50BQ[e of tts, now they have brought, toua- 
quetry* to etiGGuUter our archers ?" 
> But just as the pursuer had attained t 
projecting pieoe of rock about half-way up 
the ascent, and/ pausing, made a signal tot 
tiiose who were still at the bottom to fbllow 
him, an arrow whistled from the bow of ofiie 
of the Children of the Mist, and transfixed 
him with so fatal a wound, that without a 
siiigle efibrt to save himself, he lost his ba-^ 
lance, khdfell headlong from the cliff on 
which he stood into the darkness below. 
The crash of the boughs which received 
him> and the heavy sound of his fall from 
thence to the ground, was followed by a cry 
of faorror and surprise, which burst from 
his followers. The Children of the Mist, 
encouraged in proportion to the alarm this 
first success had caused among tlie pursn- 
erS| echoed back tlie clamour with a loud 
and shrill yell of exultation, and, shewing 



them^lve^ on the \>xovf of ih^ precipice, 
with wild * cties and vindlictive gp^turf^t 
eocl^va^r^ ^ imprep.on thpir enepies m 
seo3e fit opce of tfa^r courage, tbeir num* 
bers, and their state of defence. «£ven 
Captain Dalgetty's military prudence did 
not prevent bis rising up and calling out to 
Raoal4 more loud than prudence warrant- 
ed^ *< Qaroccop c<unrade^.as the Spaniard 
toys ! The long bow for ever ! In my poor 
apu^bei^ision now, were you to qrder a file 
te ^vanc^ and take position-^---r-'' . 

^' The Sassenach !" cried a voice from be? 
neath, *^mark the Sassenach sidier ! I see the 
gli^tpf jof his breast-plate." At the same time 
three, muskets were dispharged % and while 
one b^l rattled against the corslet of proof, 
to the strength of which our valiantQaptain 
had been more than once indebj;edfbr his life, 
sDother penetrated the armour which co- 
vered the front of his left thigh, and stretch* 
ed him on the ground. Ranald instantly 
«ei;sed him in his arms and bore him back 
from the edge of the precipice, while he 
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dQlefolIy ^iiciiliited, <^ I always told them- 
siortal QustavuSy WaUeitstbiii, TiHf» Md 
. : ^ber men ^ th€ sword, that in fi!(7 fom 
mim1» tiisleis ought to be mside musket- 
proof." 

. With two or liiree earnest words in i3te- 
lie, MacEagh commieiulefd the ^wmixided 
man to the charge of the r^bmalesi wix) 
Wfite indhe refii* <^ bis little partm an^fwas 
Jl^jen; about to return to thecdntsaia 'Bot 
Balgi^ttjF , detained him^ ^rasfnng a^^fiim 
bold of his plaid^^-** I know nat4iO#dris 
matter may.end-.hat:lTeqt.esty« wflbi^^ 
Jorm M^QtfOjie^ that I d»d iifee;ft:fbHbtwr 
of the immmtal GUstivtis^-^and 1 i^rttfjdUi 
take heed 4iow you quit your prfflWt 
. Sttren^h, even fer the ptrrpo^ of punmii^ 
the enetoy; if you gam any aidvairttgeN*- 
ond'^andf''^^^ r: .. . M 

* Here Dalgetty^s: breath and eye^si^ be- 
gan to &if him through fess of fcrlood, and 
MacBagjh, avaiitng himself ^of this circuifi- 
stance, extricated from his grasp the tind 



iL LEG&MD OP lIOHTtROsdl ^iS 

of bk owe mantle, and «ubstit«ted that of a 
female, by which the Captain held stoatty^ 
thereto securing, as he conceived^ the ont^ . 
law^s attention to the miUtary imtructions 
which he con tinned to pour forth while he 
had any breath to utter them, though they 
became gradually moreand more incoherent 
— ^* and, comrade, yon will be sure to keep 
yeur muiqueteers in advance of your rtaiid 
of piket^ Lochaber-azes, and two handed 
swords-i^Stand fast, dragoons, o«i the left 
flank !-^wbere was I^—Aye, and, Ranah), if 
jre be mkided to retreat, ieaw seme ligfit- 
ed matches burning on the Immdbes cf the 
trees it shews as if Ihey were lined Vitli 
Aot— bot I forget— ye have no matcfh- 
leeks Dor babergeoos-— only bows and ar« 
iows— bows and arrows! ha! ha! ha!** 

Here theCaptain sunk baekin aft exhaust- 
ed condition, idtogether unaUe to resist the 
tease ci the ludicrous with tiie idea of these 
aocient weapons of war. It was a ion": lime 
eie he reowered his senses ; and in the 

VOL. IV. o 
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mean time, we leave him in the care of the 
Daughters of the Mist; nurses as kind and 
attentive in reality, as they were wild and 
uncouth in outward appearance.' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

But if no fthhless action stain 

Tby true and constant vord, 
m make thee famous by my pen. 

And glorious by my sword. 

I'Q sanre thee in Mich noble ways 

As ne'er were known before ; . . > 

ril dedc and crown tby head wilb faayif 

And love tbee nofe and move. 

MoKTaou's Lmif. 

* 

We must now leave, with whatever xe^ 
gret, the valiant Captain Dalgetty to reco^ 
ver of his wounds, or otherwise, as ikte shall 
determine, in order briefly to trace the mi- 
litary operations of Montrose, worthy as 
they are of a more important page, and a. 
better historian^ By the assistance of the 
chieftains whom we have cooafmremorated,' 
and more especially by the junction of the 
Murray s, Stewarts, and other clans of Atholi' 
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vMch weie fNWiliarly ^sealovt m tbe ro^Fii 
<»iiM|l)e soon assembled ao arqiy oftwo«r 
three ChcHisand Highlanderst to wbom hc( 
t^iccessfolly united «tbe l^ish under Colkil* 
to. Thislast leader, who» to the gfeatel9k»lf^ 
rassment of MiltQii><:i^ai^tMoi^«;is coaa^ 
ivemorated in .one of that greart.po^'s 80]»* 

mi^f* was properly named. Alister, or M- 

■I 

• . , - 

^ Milton's booIoeatkMT^irachorclon, bad been ri^i- 
'Cuied, it would seem, by the divines assembled at West- 
ininftter, and.t^there^ on account of the bardtiess of fiie 
ittl^/; a^d Itf Stoa tti his tonnet tr^tallates u{mhi tke^Niiw 
lumtt^Scdttidh Bamefi wM^li ^ (Hvil War^Mrf ai«ie 
&niiliar^ English ears : — 

■ ' *■■ ' why i«*it harder, sirs^ -tirnn Gordon^ . 
CUHkitto, or McDonald, or' Gallasp, 
/These ruj^ed names to our like -mouths grow sleek. 
That would have n^ade Quintilian stare and gasp, 

** W&may suppose," says Bishop. J^ewton» *' that these 
were persons of note among the Scotch minilterB; ^liho 
werefor j^reishig and enfordng file covenant ;** wbo-cas 
MlltoDonly li)N«iidstori8iou]e thebarbansm of ScottiA 
nimt^ io^gieneralf «nd nuotes, indisqriininately^ that of 
Gillespie one of the Apostles of the Covenant^ and * 
those of Colkitto and M'Donnel, (both belonging to one 
person) one of itsliitterest enenues. 
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exander M^Donn^l, by birth & Scottish 

kSesflaan, and relsted to the &rl of Aik 

trimj to whose patronage he owed the 

command assigned to him in the Irisll . 

iSfoo^^. Ia many respects he merited 

tfib disfetoetton. He was brave to tntrei^ 

ptdtty» and almost to inst nsibilitj ; very 

strbqg and active in perioii» compktety 

master of his weapons, and always ready to. 

she^ the example in the extremity of dan- 

jff^u To coi^nterbal^oce these good (|ua- 

lilie% it .must be recorded tbflit be waaiMX- 

perieiiefed in nnlitary tactiesi and of a jealous 

wd preaumptttouft disposition, which often 

lost to Montrose the fruits of Colkitto's gal* 

huitry. Yet such is the predbminalnce of 

outward personal qualities in the eyes of a 

wild i^ople^ that tim feats of strength and 

^mngR.9htmk by this champion, seem to 

fafive made a stronger impressHm upon the 

minds of the Hlgblanderis, thiln.the military 

skill and chivalrous spirit of the great Mar. 

^uia of Montrose* Numeious traditipas are 



\ 
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fi^ presarved in the HighlsCdd glens con- 
wming. Alister M^Dcdanel^ thou^ the 
fiame of Montrose is rarely mentioned 
among them. 

; The pointi upon which Montrose finally 
assembled his little army^ was in Strath, 
earn^pn the v&ge of the Highlands of 
Perthshire^ so as to menace the principal 
toi^ erf* that county. / 

i . His enemieS'Were not unprepared for bis 
fe^ption.. Argyle, at the head of h^ 
Highlanders^ waa^dc^ng the steps of the 
Irish ^m the west to tl^ east, and by forces 
fear^ or influence, had collected an army 
nearly sufficient to have given battle to that 
under Montrose. The Low Countries were 
also pf eparedy for reasons which we assign- 
ed at the beginning of this tale* A body 
of. six thousand infantry, and six or seven 
thousaiKl. cavalry, which profanely assumed 
the title of God's army, had been hastily 
assembled from the shires of Fife, Angus, 
Perthy Stirling, and the neighbouring coun- 



ties* A tnuch less force in former tiine% 
nay even in the preceding reign, would 
have been sufficient to have secured fSie 
LiOW Countries against a more formidafale 
id^cent of Highlanders, than those united 
under Montrose } but times ha[d changed 
strangely \vithin the last half Q0tttMy. 
Before that period, the LowlaxideiiilH^ 4S 
constantly lengaged in war as the mountaia- 
.eers, and were incomparably better disci- 
plined and armed. The favourite Scottish 
order of battle somewhat resembled the 
Macedonian phalanx. Their infantry form- 
ed a compact body, armed with long spears, 
impenetrable even to the men-at-arms of the 
age, though well mounted, and arrayed \n 
. complete proof. It may easily be conceived, 
therefore, that their ranks pould'not be 
broken by the disorderly charge of ijoi&iitry 
armed only with swords, and ill furniih^d 
with missile weapons, and having. 919 artil- 
lery whatever. This habit of fight was in 
a great measure changed by the introduc- 
tion of musquets into the Scottish Lowland 
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■senfifefri which not tt^ing as' yet combined 
■with the bayonet, was a'fbrniidable weapon 
&t ai^istance, but gfeve'no assuratice against 
Khe enemy who i-iisheil on'to close qunf ters, 
Thet>tl(«iihd«eiJ, «tt not wholly disused ih 
the Scottish army; biit it ttas no Idnger 
the-ftvOurit^ weapon, norWu it felled up- 
on -aa' formerly by those in whose hands 
It was pUced, In so rtiiich that Djniel Lup^ 
ton,' d tactidan of the day, has written it 
)ok expres^y upon the' superiority of the 
uSquef." 'This change commenced fts esr- 
: as the wttrS of Gu^tavus and Adolphusi 
hose mat-ches were macle with such rapj- 
ity, that the pike wias very soon throtvfi 
lide and exchanged for firo-arms. A cit- 
iinstiince which necessarily accompanied 
lis tbonge, RS welt as the bstab^rshment 
r Btsbdlng ermles, whereby war became 
U«d^ was the introdaction of a labo* 
Otis tnd complicated system of diseiplinet 
omblning a variety of ivortls of commsnJ 
ith corresponding oiperations and ma- 
^euvres, the neglect of any one of whicli 



was sure to throw the wbjple into oonfusioiv 
War» therefore,, as practised among %DO$p 
nations of Europe, bad assumed much more 
thaD formerly the cimraeter of a pri^ession 
or mystery, to which previous practice and 
experience ware indispen^ble requisitea* 
Such vffia the natural conseqiience of stand* 
iog iumiesy which h^d a)inost eyery wbere^ 
and particularly ia the long Geripap wars,, 
superseded^ what may be called the natural- 
discipline of the feudal militia, 

Th^ Scotch Lowland militts^ therefore^ 
laboured under a donble disadvants^ when 
opposed to Highlanderst ; They were di- 
vested of the spear, a weapon whicb» jcLthe 
hands of their ancestors, bad sa-of^en re* 
pelled (he impetuous assaults of the rnoun^ 
taineerk; and they were ;subjec$64 to ^ ^^^ 
and complicated species of dtscipUnei well 
adapted,, periiaps, tpstbQ use of regular 
troops,; who could be rendered completely, 
masters of it, but tending only to conf ui&e 
the ranks of citizen soldiers, by. whom it 
was rarely practised,, and. imperfectly tm^ 

; o 2 
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derstood. So much has been done in our 
. own time in bringing back tactics to thetr 
first principles, and in getting rid of i^e 
pedantry of war, that it is easy for w to 
estimate the disadvantages under which a 
half- trained militia laboured, who w^e 
taught to consider success as depending 
upon their exercising with precision a s^s- 
jtem of tactics^ which they probably only 
ko far comprehended as to find out when 
they were wrong, but without the power of 
getting right again. Neither can it be de- 
nied /that, in the material points of militaiy 
habit and warlike spirit, the Lowlanders of 
the seventeenth centuiy had sunk far be- 
neath their Highland countrymen. 

From the earliest period down to the 
union of the crowns, the whole, kingdom 
of Scotland, Lowlands as well as High- 
lands, had been the constant scene of war, 
foreign and domestic ; and there was pro- 
bably scarce one of its hardy inhabitants, 
between the age of sixteen and sixty, who 
was not as willing in point of fact, as he 

8 
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wfts UtwaUy bopnd in law» to assume arms 
9^ the first call of bis lie^ hndp or of a 
wyak proclMDatioo. The law remainffd 
the sao^ id sixteea hundred and forty-fivB 
as a hundred years before, but the race of 
those subjected to it had been bred u|) un^ 
der very different feelings. They had sat 
in quiet under their vine and under their 
fig^treet and a call to battle involved a 
change of life as new as it was disagree? 
able. Such of them, ^also, who lived near 
unto the Higblapds, were in continual abd 
disadvantageous contact with the r^stles^ 
inhabitants. of tjtiose mountain^, by whQoi 
their cattle were driven off, their dwellin'^ 
plundered, and their persons insulted, an.4 
who had acquired over them that sort of 
superiority arising from a constant system 
of agression. The Lowland'ers, who lay 
more remote and out of reach of t^ose de- 
predations, were influenced by the exag- 
gerated reports circulated concerning the 
. Highlanders, whom, as totally diSering in 
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equally void of' fear <««. of. tosMOiiif^^ 
These vaiiom fr^oss^niMiik ' Joined td 
th« lets. wanliiEfe Imbits of tlw < LcMlao^ 
«S -M^ tbeir imperfect ksoirJedgo t>f 4]m^ 
nefr «b4 .compU^ted tjatem 4^4^%^Bb» 
Ibrwliic^ they bad exolMBafe^ tiifw««pto^ 
ralnode of liglitiog^ IpiiaQed tlMMi^«t.'|»ei|ft, 
dtawivamage. vhvi;^ oppofMdto Mw..i%t<^'^. 
1m#«v in the £eld of bAttle.^ Thd .«^t}|i»vf 
ti^en^ on tlio oo^tiwry, ^ttit the «rqHi 
and oourage.of -tbeir &iilli^t fomimeAiiw. ■• 

and bote d^tvn witte ttte^fuUiesit oon^foce 
upon on eile6^» to-.wfaom ooy things Uiey 
had iMen tanghft of diacipUtte u^^ <!!]»- 
Sauifo vrasewr i^n David, a himderaiiqe 
rather than an hdp, ** beeause Uiey bad... 
not i^mved it." 

Il wa» with ftich disadvanti^es on Uie- 
one ade» and such advantages on the-other 
to ceuDtwbaiance tlie dtlEbrence of 8up&>^ 
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dot iiaMtN^r»'«iid tb« p$mtme <>f artiL 

teMtf IAmi *iify df lAii4' El^a opbo the 
field tf ' ;l%>p«raMi^. 7%t presbyterfaka 
cle^lQ^ iMiiP n»C bAen< iMntlDg^ in tdiei^ e& 
feMAto-raitibllfe ij^iH of thdr f«llDw«»s$ 
soidto^ itf Miemf^llii hstnngmed the tfMftt 
oti«tib»iv«f3!«)ifl^iof btttle, iMritoted not to 
^f/ )Am«j^0>in»i Ocid' ij^dte by his moiK^ 
an^M^MIitMd them» jo fai§ oaiDe» th«t 
dsy^a ^M' *od *aM]#M vtetofy. The ca« 
v»lr5^iiiid artMi^ wi^re «Aio teekoiied sure 
wa»f8liii «f'Miee04% as thettovl^tj^f t^iek 
atti(?k had tipdn fotttiM* ocei^bm teen very 
diseociragitig t6 HigMaaditois; 'Piepkceof 
meMfog ^s iMflkOp^ heath, and thegnHmd 
affiflded little advantage td either patty» 
except that it allowed the iHme of the Co- 
venaiiters to act with efieet 

A battle, upon which so mudh deprad<» 
ed, wa§ nevef fmnne easily decided. The 
LoWtetid ca valley made the appearance of 
chargitig^^^ but, whether thrown iato:diwr- 
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der by the fife €f musketry^ w dfteorisd by 
a dMttfectkm.to the stryiee sai4.to have 
prevailed among the gjentlemeos they oiade 
BO impreMioii whateviar* MVfil.seeoUed in 
dnorder fmm trnkB wUch had neither 
bayonets ner pikes to pwteet tbem. Mont- 
Tose saw, aad iariiaiitiy availed lumself of 
this adiBsat^fo. He: otdeied his whole 
arsBv to charfle* whiah''tkey nesforaied with 
tfie wild and despeci^ vj^Qiii: pecoliar to 
tihe Highhmdef s. Oae officer of the Coy^ 
nanters akwe, tiained in the Italian w^rs, 
made a despesate defon^ie upon the ^ght 
wii^. In every otlwr poiiit their line was 
penetrated at 1^ ^t onset ; and this. ad- 
. vantage oaoe ofatained, thj^ I^wlanders 
were utterly imahle to contend at q]k»e 
quarters with their mwe agil« and athl^c 
enemies. Many were slain on the fields 
and such a number in the pursuit, that 
above one- third of the Coveiianters were 
reported to have fallen, in which nuuri^r, 
however, must be coaiputed a great many 



ht buigesses who broke tbeir wttid in the 
flight; and thus died wittMttt sti^e of 
sword** 

The yitbon obtaiaed posseimxi of Perlh^ 
mnd obtained oonmdendde aums of mooeyt 
aft well as ample supplies of anas and aoh 
munition. But these advantages were .to 
be bjalanqed agaaast an ahnost loaurmoaiil- 
able ineonveniehce tfatot tinifomly attended 
a Highland army. The.ciwBOimldbe'JQJio 
respect induced to ^»>n8idfr .diemsel ven as 
regular soldiers, or to act as such Even so 
late as ^e year 1745p^» when the Gheiwlier 
£harles Edward, by way of making an ex- 
ample, caused i^oot a soldier for desertaon^ 
the Highlanders, wbo composed his armyt 
were aflfected as much.byindignation asby 
fear. They could not cfmoetve any prin- 



* We ehiiae to quote our authority for a fact so 
singular :-»'' A great many bu;Egesses were 'killed— 
twenty-five householders in St Andrews — ^many were 
bursten in the flight, and died without stroke/*— .jy^tf 
♦Baillie's Letters^ vol. IL page 9^. , 
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ciple of justice upon which a man's life 
could be taken, for merely going home 
when it did not suit: him to remain longei; 
irfiri^ the aitny^ finch had been the uni- 
fofm' practice of their &thehL Wheh a 
battle was over, the campaign was, in theif 
^pmUm^ ended } if it was lost, they sought 
sifety in their mountains— -if won, they re^ 
tllraed tliere to secure their booty* At 
0tber seisom lliey had Uieir cattle to litH>k 
s^r, their harvests to sow or reap, ^itbr 
oiit which their famifies^ would have per 
rished R>r want- la"^ either case^ there 
was an end of tiieir services for the time 4 
-and tiioogh' they were easily enough, re- 
adied by t&s prospect of fresh adveiw 
tttirea and more plunder, yet the opportu- 
nity of success was, in the meantime^ lost, 
and could not afterwards be recovered. 
This circumstance serves to shew, even if 
history had 'not made us acquainted with 
the same fact, that the Highlanders had 
never been accustomed to make war with 
U)e view of permanent conquest^ but only 



witb >he bope of deriyiflg teiopararj ad* 
vanUge. It also explatnf Uie wesoioa why 
Mpntrose* witb all hia ^eodid auceeatts* 
never obtainiKl Mpy a^cuie or feiwaMal; 
fqutittg in ibe Low CoMtrMS, a^d nbf 
even thoae Lowland ooblem^i aod g/Mtkm . 
meD who were inclined to the ragrai, cai|i#v 
shell ed diti^ence and reluctance to jfio an 
army of a. character ao deaalt<»r; Md HM», 
gular^ aa might lead theai. at ail tim^ to^ 
apprehend that the HigMandera, ia^enrin^ 
themselves by a retreab to their mo^Uimii 
voyld leaye whatever I^owlaAdefa nwigbt* 

hiive joined tbetn ta^ mfecyxif an ^ 
fended and predoaiiiN^it.a»en3|^# Tfafe aamjp 

^nstderatioQ will serve to^ account Jor tbt 
sudden inarches which Montrose* waai 9U 
lig€d to undejtakey in order to reeruil; his 
ac.my in the mountains, and for;ih9 rajiid 
cl>^gt8^ of fortiipe, by whiph we often fiad 
hicn obliged tq retreat from before those 
eoemiea over whom* be had recently, beeft 
victorioas. If there . should be any -wlia 
read these tales for any further purpue 



t 

i|iwii>t)uit.,Qf iomediajt^ AaiiieiemeoJ;^ they 
will find these remarks not unworthy of 
tjmr ceooU^ctioiu 

.. It .WHB. owing ti>attck«a\)ses» the slack-* 
i^eas of the ^wl^od loyalists and th^ tein- 
pcNTfury desertion of his Highland (oUowersi 
that Montrose fonndhiom^f even after the 
deoisive victory of Tipperqmir» in no con* 
-^tioato face the second army with which 
Argyie advanced upon, him from the, west- 
ymoL In this emerg(^cy» supplying by 
^vilacilyr the want of strength, he moved 
suddenly &om Perth to Dundee, and. being 
lefuaed seeeptioa uito that town, fell north- 
ward .upon AbcsrdeeOt wh^re he exp^ted 
to be joined by the Gordons and other 
loyalists. Bat the s^esi of these gentlemen 
wast, ibr the time, effectually bridled by a 
large body, of Covenanters, commanded by 
the Lord BurLetgb, and supposed to amount 
to three thousand goen. These Montrose 
boldly attacked with half their number. 
The battle was fought under the walls of 
the oii^, and the resolute valour of Mont- 



dose's foUowers if u again sucoeeifbl againtt 
every disadvantage^ 

But it was the ftte of thia great oa^- 
inander always to gain the gloty^ bcil sel- 
dom tiie Ihrits 0f Victory* He had scaret- 
\y time to repose his smdl- ahny in Abef- 
deen ere he ibandi on the on^ hand ,. that 
the Gordons were likely ta be dMerMd 
fi'om joitiing htm, bjr the reasons wis hs^e 
mentidned, with some otiiers peculter to 
thdr chief, the Marquis of Huntiy. Chi 
•the other hand, Argyle^ whdse ferees had 
'been augmented by those of severe IjOW- 
landfioU^men, adraflced towards Montrose 
at tbe head of an army much larger than 
he had yet had to cope with. These troops 
moved, indeed, with slowness, oorrespdnd- 
ing to the cautious character of theitv com- 
mander ; but that very caution rendered 
Argyle^s approaeh formidable, since his 
very advance implied, that he was at the 
head of an army irresistiUy superior. 

There remained one mode of -retreat open 
to Montrose, and he adopted it« He threw 



set punuit At daflMwe^ aad wkens b# was 
4i}fei» .-Ml 4Vir^gl*Qi ^<iifC(Mr«r Uiote re> 

c» (btonei ]Mii4t jit.miihrtit bit tk^ety 
Ukm»m 4f siite WNfMory^ UMbied. h1i», «« 

darciuwtwwytilo leewe bit r«trett^ rextrjlid 
bii f<Mw^ aii4».ic{Ki«r Mmislf MMre AiftitW 
cMrie lilna mm* l» tbt eMivylMAMe- whom 
b9 bad ^liMily bM».itiMM« loimrii* • 4teiMf . 
ypon ^^fr {if«Mmi«oaNkm be thtfew him- 
self ioto BtdMoiebi and ftfidtj tncteikiolf 
tbat dirtiklt «> w^ m the ne^bbouring 
ofHUttrf of Atbotti be alenned the €o«e> 
materi by iiicecMtve eltooki ii(k»vmSq«ii 
uiMsipcolcd potntii».«Nl •prea4 eudf gene- 
rel cUsflUfi thet i!^e«ted> ct^m were-^ 
petcbed .by the BirliMieiBt ta Ai^gjile.; tlieir 
oonmaadflr, t»M|g^^ tad disperse' Mon- 
bx»e •t-aU.rKtea 



Tboie tto«HP>xis #oai Ws raperiorrf 

1tiiqporaio§.«odi»tttious|i»tto3^ •fthe^io-^ 

pltd, )ioe«ilb^i 110 regaid to flieni^ *b«t 
^ttdimuofiiiibs t^n^trigatn MiMg Mm* 

wb9» badibcsomae dUigusiMi :«ritli the pr^in- 
ipct €Ca g igh i iPfl r cMOfpa^ n/iifdi tx<^ 
pgrnl^jkhair perspni 1x> intaicribie fla^gtie, 
apd. left ^csiir estafett at febe Covfmimers' 
nuefiejF, AwiirdiBgly,MVflral'of Uieixi lefti 
lloMiostfft xmmp at thsa p«itod. * He ' iMf 
jofoedt i^bonci^eiv by. a Imdf of ^oKi of 
more o^ogeajal^l^affitf and fiyr tetter adlpt- 
^ to the sititatioQ ta which he found him* 
^if. This reioforoemeot cMtisted ^f a 
iaine bodf of Higldaiiderii whom Colkit- 
to^ :#fwl4eNd ibr that poqpoae^ had levied 
ID Argyleriiife* Ameng the ibost distin* 
gttidied was JiAn oi' Hoidaft, called the 
C%ftmn ot dm RaiiaM, with the Sieuarts 
oiAlpin^ the Clan Grtgor, the Clan M'- 
Nab, and ^tber tribes of iwfttior distinc- 



tiotf. By theM meaoK, McHitrote's army was 
80 formidably inereasedf that Argyle tau:ed 
no lodgor to resiaia in tke CMunuvd (tf 
tiiM; oj^posed to bioiy biit retumed to Edin- 
burgh, and thiere tbr^w up hs oarnmis- 
aioni under pretence that hb araiy was not 
Implied witb reinforcements mod provi- 
sions in the mamier in wUdi the^ ought 
to have been. IStom theooe die Manpus 
returned to Ibvenira, there, in fiittsecaiity, 
to govern hi&feudal vassaU, and patriarchal 
folbwos, and to fepose faimasif in.nfety 
on the faitii of the Clan proverb alnady 
quoted^<< It is a far cry to Lochow." 
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CHAPTER Vlir. 

ISucb iaaountains steep, such craggy hills 
Hia unnf OA OM iid& ifldoM ; 
, . Tfato other dide, great ^fsesly glls. 

Bid fence with fenny mire and moss* 

*•» • 

• vfmcDf ivnen wt JSUi anseruooaf 
Hfroouncil crav^ of a^ltaiDft ally 
Who bade set forth with mournful, moodt^ 
And take such fortune as would ftIL 

FlotUm Field, an Ancieni Peem 

M<KKTftO» had saw a splendid careet 
b^re hun* provided^ he could obtain the 
consent of his gallant, but desultoiy troopey 
and th^ independant chieftains. ^5 
Low Counteies lay open before him with* 
out m army adequate to check his caseeri 
for Argyle^s followers had left the Cove- 
i^a&ters' hosty when their maM;er threw up 
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his* commission ; and many other troops, ti- 
red 6f th^ war, had taken the same oppor- 
tunity to disband themselves. By descenil. 
ing Strath- Tay, therefore, one of the most 
convenient passes from the Highlands, 
Montrose had only to present himself in 
the Low Countries, in order to rouse the 
slumbering spirit of chivalry and of toysd- 
ty which animated the gefttlemen' to tiie 
north of the Forth. The possession of these 
cbuntnes, with or without a victory, itrould 
put him in possession iof a wealthy arid fer- 
tile part of the kingdom, would enable 
him, by regular pay, to place ills (army on a 
more permanent fbotttig, to penetrate as 
far as thie capital, perhaps fi-om thence to 
#fie Border, where he deemed it possifclfeto 
^gfrmmunicate with the yet nnsilbdued ft/ftcB 
0f King* Gharfes* 

^ Such-was the (rfan of operationaf t^ whibh 
the trfiest glory was to be acquif ^, " and 
tlie ifrtdsl imrportaiit 'success insured fyt tte 
r'oyal^siuse.^ Accordibgly it did ndl escape 
the ambitious and daring sptrft of t^ 






wl^Qpe jeprises..h»d tlicad^ aq^uixed hiia 
the..(itl!Q.<>f it|i« Qreat Matquis. . But other 
m^r^i^ntf^^afmy of bis foUq,wer«» and 
perh^pi w^re^not without tlH|ir,MKr»t and 
yll^|^lavle4g^d . iofluepce. in bis qwa bo* 

. .Z!he veatem Chieft in Mpotrose's auny, 

asLtJ!(ci9iO0tdi|«cft and ^xo/fnt object 
iUti^ AIm«9t all of tluMa had &lt 
ij^MLIIpiiW? i .almost all,, ia vithdravjag tbeix 
%|iq|4e s(i^£:9iiitbek.oviiflea9, kfttfa^tr 
ffif^g^j^ pi»peity «x(Nise4 to .liis Iran, 
j^l^^.^y.^ttioat exceptions wese deii^ 
y>y, jrtf , ,dinnrinishing hit sovereigatyi and 
iq^pf them li^ ao near hit tmitories, 
t||^ ttey in%hJ^ reawa»^l7 h^e to be gs». 
:^ii(^ fbjr. « shaace of his apc^ To t|itse 
Chieft tbe posiesuon of Ipvfrapa 4od iti 

tjj{it i^dtletirafaie thai;i,thfrca9tuxe«f Edjn* 
j)|ji;g^ The latt^ event could obI J aficird 
|b«i|r fboimeii A little tcansitoiy payiw |d«ih 
...iroLtzr,. ■ 



i^,^ tb«l£clfttle^ inswid^to tjbf^€yiA tinM- 
selves iftdemnity. >fer the past^ wid teouri^ 
for tbefuture* Sesidec( tliese fiefsaaal recu 
son«»4heleadera| who&Toundttiis^opiBioay 
plausibly vi^ed, that thoagiu^t hla fbn 
descent into the Low CountrjTt MonMie^ 
might be superior to the enemy f ^et^ev^f 
day^& ipaKh ^ Made fbom^tbe hifls^mttft dii^ 
minish hif o^n fiMtoea^ «tid ^spose hitt. t^ 
the aoouimikted miperioFtty 4fi Mk mmf 
wbi(^ the i>weiiaiite» <)oiild 4Mdloet4lMM» 
the 'Loivisiid Ifms^md ganmons. <Dii^Aie 
other hand, by crpshi^g A^gjde €ieeiiiailf» 
he would not €tt^ permit fats preaeftt^wea- 
tem £:^d^ to^ bring 4wt that j^PopMtlM 
of their fixrees wMch tiiey must otberwiM^ 
leaiie jtf: flome fopr protectioB #f their fanJ^ 
fies4 but f iurtlifr» he iwo«id dtaw. td lii 
ataodaad aevwat tnbea abeady i&iendly te 
his iOause» bu^ who were prei«ifed -ftafti 
joming him bf iear of M^CaHua* Mofe* 
. These «gumeirts immd something .1M« 
sppnfivie .iq JiiMitrose^- own btnottH 4lot 
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qC hw-fhamctinr* The houMi' of Argyle^ 
4l|d.JM^Mrtfo«e kfid beeih in former timesr 

I <9lflfMtf^y t^pposcd to eeuA dther ih war' 
mA. i% politics* v^l the superior ad van- 1 
t||0es .m:<|uired by the lormer, had made 
thefl? tbr suJtyeot of eniry aii4 disUke to the 

[ Qlfi^Ubl*liri«g * ^noUy, who, coii9Cuiu8 of 
^u«l ci^erty* hftd' not heea f^ richly re- 
wiij^ded^ XUs was -nol alL The existing 

I he«d9iE«f tl|e^ rival families' had stood in the 

! Wi9^.s)m:lf^ opiporitioa to eaqb other since 
the cgnMnew^na^Mt.of the Resent ItouUes. 
Umfimtft f>oamm» «f tbe-uiperionty of 
bif^t«)c)l?^ aod QS^hvf'mg fendered ^reat 
igifvicp, tO'th^ Qoytaaat/un 'at the hegin- 
i\ki|(,of ]tbe W9» ha4 expe^e4r'(rofn that . 
pmd^ U^ 8i]|i9i:«99i|i«iic4 <^ eomcU «nd 
tos/mfmd, irtaH^ ibtsy. judg«d it Miar t» 

I «ntcii^ to the'tnore iimited' faca^tie«i» stid 

ii\Qie« <9Yt9iv>ive. power* 9^ hUh m%l Av> 

g]r)%' The ^viog-Morded this |N«|^«Qe, 

W^A ^ jpjuijr whi^-^CqtntrQpe n?Te« %w 

g^^. th^. Qovpq;aik«i;9-f ?nd he v«|ft stiM l«a9. 

7 
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likely to extf rid hh pardon ta Argyle^ to 
wbom he had been ' postponed. Re was 
therefore 9timulated by every feeling of 
hatred which could animate a fiery temper 
in a fierce age to seek for revenge upon 
the enemy of his house and person ; and it 
is probable that these private motives ope* 
rated not a little on his mind, when he 
found the principal part of his followers 
determined rather to undertake an expe* 
dition against the territories of Argyle; 
than^ to take the fiir more decisive step of 
descending at once into the Lowlands. 

Yet whatever temptation Montrose found 
to carry into eflbct his attack upon Argyfe- 
ikire, he could not easily bring himself to 
renounce the splendid atchievement of a 
descent upon the Low Country. He hdd 
more than one council i^ith the principul^ 
Gbiefi^ combating, perhaps, his own secret 
inclination as well as theirs. He laid be- 
fore them the extreme difficulty of mafrdring 
even fc Highland army from the easitwdrd 
into Argyleshire, through passes 'scarcU^f' 
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prftctieabit for ahepherdf and d^er-staUceri, 
a94 QVSBT mouo tains with fvbich even the 
elans lyijag nearest to them did not pretend 
to ^ ^QTOugJbly acquainted* These diffi- 
culties were giresJbly enhanced by the season 
of the year, which. was now advancing to* 
W2i|i;ds:the i^eginniog: of Decefnber, when the 
mouptaip- passes, in themselves so difficult, 
mightbe expected to be rendered utterlyim- 
passable by snow storms. These objections 
neither satisfied nor silenced tl)e Chidfs^ 
who still insisted upon their aqcient mode 
of m^kimg war, by driving ihe cattle, which, 
aec^or^ing to the Gaelic phrase, ** fed upon 
the^rass of tli^r enemy*'' The council wasf 
dipifsse4 late at night, and without coming 
to any decisioni excqiting thatthe Cbieiii^ 
^lo sqpported the opinion that Argyle 
BfaiQuld l>e invaded, promised to seek out 
SD^dg their followers those who might be 
mcMtt capaWe of undertaking the office of 
glitdis upop the. expedition 

]il<mtrose had retired to the cdiiin which 
mpad lim for a tent, and stretched himself. 



upon a bed of dry fern, the only* place of 
repose which it affi>rded. But he courted 
sleep in vaifa^ for the vm^lijs^ df limbition 
excluded those of Morpheus. In oiit tn<h 
ment he imaghied himself displaying the 
royal banner from the re-conquered castle 
of Edinburgh, detaching assistance to a 
inonarch whose crowu depietid^ upon his 
successi and receiving in tequital all the ad« 
vantages and preferments which could be 
heaped upon him whom a Icing del^hteth 
to honour. At aaother time tbtsMr^am^ 
splendid as it was, faded before the >ris{oti 
of gratified vengeance, and peiMmal in* 
umph over a pei^sonai enemy. To sur* 
prise Argyle in his strong-hbld of Inve* 
rara — to crush in him at K>ilce the rival of 
his own house aiid the chief support of the 
Presbyterians— to shew the Covenanters the 
difference between the preferred' At^l^ 
)ind the postponed Montrose, was a jyictnre 
too flattering to feudal vengetince to be 
easily relinquished. 
While he lay thus busied with conirilSh^ 
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tary tboi^to and fediogs,' the soldier \Vbo 
Stood centinel apon his qparters announced 
to the Mar^Sy that two persons desired to 
speak with hta Excellency. 

^f: jRieir names ?* answered liostrose^ 
^^d tii» cause of their urgency at such a 
time?' 

Oti. these pointSi the centineU who \Vm 
ow (^ CkAkitlUfn Iris^hmen, could aiFord 
bis gei^ral little information; so that 
Maa&troae^ who at such a period durst re- 
fate aoaess to no one* Jest he might have 
ieep Begrtetihg sonie iinpottant intelli^ 
geiice^ ga,ve directions, as a necessary pre-^ 
caution, to put the guard under arms, and 
then prepared to receive them. His groom 
c€ the chambers had scarce lighted a pair 
of torches, and Montrose himself had scarce 
risen from his couch, when two men enter- 
edyoae wearing a Lowland dress^ ofshamoy 
leather worn almost to tatters j the other^ 
a< tail upright old Highlander^ of a com- 
plexion ^ which might be termed iron grcy^. 
wsted^and .worn by frosi and-teinpest. 



^ < Whit mny be your eommttidi with mey 
tDyTriends?*' laid theMmqrmf his hand al*^ 
most uncansciouily seeking the butt of one 
of his pistols} for theperiod, as well as the 
time of nighty wanranted susf^ctons which 
the good tnien of hin visitors was not by 
aoy means calculated to remove. 

^^ I pray leave to congratulate you,'' said 
the .Low}aQ4er, <^ my most noble General^ 
and Right Honourable Lord» upon the 
gre^ battles which you have atchieved aince 
I had the fortune to be detached from you. 
It was a pretty affair that tuilzie at Tipper- 
muir ; nevertheless if I might be permitted 
to counsfl" 



«pa«»«« 



•* Before doing so,** said the Marquis, 
'« will you be pleased to let me know who 
is so kind as to favour me with his opinion/ 

" Truly, my lord," replied the man, *' I 
should have hoped that was unnecessary, 
seeing it is not so long since I took on in 
your service, under promise of a commis* 
sion as Major, with half a dollar of daily 
pay «nd helf a dollar of arrears} and I am 
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to trust ]FOttF lordsbii^ has not forgotten my 
pay as well as my person f* 

<< My good friend. Major D rfgetty,** • 
said Mcttitf ose, who by this time perfectly 
recollected his man, << you must consider 
what important things have haj^ened to 
put my friends' faces out of my memory, 
besides this imperfect light ; but all condi* 
tions shall be kept. And what news from 
Argyleshire, my good Major? We have long 
given you up for lost, and I was now pre- 
paring to ta^e the mo^t signal vengeance 
upon the old fox who infringed the- law of 
arms in your person^" 

" Truly, my noble lord,'' said Dalgetty, 
** I have no desire that my return should 
put any stop to so proper and becoming an 
intention ; verily, it is in no shape in the 
£arl of Argyle's Yavour or mercy that I now 
stand before you, BXkd I shall be no interces- 
8or for him««— 'Butmy escape is, under hea- 
ven, and the excellent dexterity which, as an 
old and accomplished cavalier, I displayed 
in effecting the 8ame,-~I say, under these, it 



i^ovfins tajlhe aamla^peiQf 4hjpiil4 High** 
lander, whom I venuire tajreconmeikd. to 
your lordship's special hvofis^ #s*4ti0 «is* 
atrument of nvhig your lordibf p's^ to coin* 
mand, Di^ald Da^etty of XHnimthffrtokek'' 

^54 thafik- worthy service^" luud^ tibie Ma^ 
quist gravely, ^< mhiok shall <^f tatiily lie 
requited la tbemaaoer itdeaem^es/' 

•« Kned down, Ranald^" a^d Major rDal« 
g^ity^X^ wo miMt mow mU hia^,) ^ kncil 
down, «ad kisi his JExcdlenoy's baodi'^ 

The prescnbcK} f<»rm of ackiMn^ledgaiCBt 
not beiag Biccotdmg to thje ciislom, of JU^ 
liald'lt country, he contented iiioMaif imth 
folding his arms oa his bosom and juikiDg 
a* low inclinatioa of fasa head. 

<< This poor man, my lord," said- Mi^ 
Dalgetty, continuing his speech witii agiieat 
air of protection towards Ransdd lilac&f^ 
•^ has strained all his slender meaaa jtode- 
fend my person from mine ...ottefli^ -9^ 
though having no better weapons of ji;mi»* 
Site sort il^m^ bows and arrows, whilb'irOHar 
lordship will hardly believe'* . . 
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<^ YdU: %rfll iM a gfeftt mMy such wea- 

pom ill ifty oimf),'' said Montrosfe, .«^ and we 

dud 'fb^n 4et vloeable. ** 

I ^« 8erdoe»Me^ my lord !" laid Dalgetty |^ 
^:I tMtfcy^Mtf ktdihip wSl permit me to be 
siirprtted--^bows and arrows l^^l trust you 
lbtgil% tny recommending the substi* 
ctf Qittdkets, the first ^^onvenient op. 
|iMtliltity. Bttt besides d^nding me, this 
huntA Highlander also V9U A the pains of 
curing me^ in respect that I had got a 
tMoh^^ wars is my retreat, which me* 
jjis my beat recital in this special intro* 
ditotiaa<ef 4iini to yanr lordship's notice and 
praieoitHu'' 

^ Wh$tis yoar name^ my friend?" said 
Moatarose) turning to the Hi^anden ^ 

. ^ It may not be spoken/' answered the 
iQOtiiitdbeafw ' 

: i^^bat iota say^" interpreted Major Daj^^ 
G^^f ^^^ desires to have his aame«conceaI- 
ad^u ctsfiilot toiiabh ||o foraier days taken 
» aasda, kUm oeslain ehikdrm, and done 
other 4iUbgs, ^hiHif as your good lordship 
knows^ are often pxactised in war time, but 



excite no beBtvoleoce towards jtboj^erpe* 
trator in the fnends of thqMrw)¥> Mustniii 
injuiy. I have koow^n, i9 isy ^milt^ury w- 
periencei m^ny brave caval^ns f»% jto. death 
by the boors, simply for .ws)qg miUtiNQr^l^ 
c^ose i^pon the |^easaats»'' 

<* I understai^dt'' said MontirofNd : ^'< Ilhii 
perso9 is at feudw^th so^ne of onvfyihm* 
er^. Let him r^ire to the coiurt dfig»ftrdi 
and we.will tbink of the b^ftpioibs ofpfi^^ 
tecting him." . . , , . . 

<^ You he^o;, B4iiald/' said Miijor ]>$V 
getty, with an air of sup^^wfityt ^^ Im^^Eih 
c^llency wi^sbep^ t? h^ld privy coiwiilwitb 
me, you must go to the court of giiwd*«-* 
He does not know where th^t isi poor ^U 
low !-7-he is a youqg soldier for fo old a 
inan; I .will put him un^r the cliiii|{e. of 
a centind, and return to yom loa^^iMfi 
incontinetU/' He did so,: and retorned «^ 
^ordit^ly* v 

I . ^ontrope'^ first enquiry reipcotfid^tfat tot*^ 

■ 

bassy to iDveran ; .^sdimht^SMi wtk^ 
t£t)tioa to Dalfletty't reply, aotnitklttA^ 



ing tlie proUxHy of tiie M^]or% iiarra* 
tive. It r^uired an eflfort from the Mar- 
quts to^auufitaifi hisr attention ; but bo one 
better knew, that where information is to 
bederived'from the report of such agents 
as Dalgetty, it can only be obtained by 
srtfering them to tell their story in their 
own way» Accordingly his patience was 
at length rewarded. Among other spdls 
wlii«h the Captain thought himself at li* 
berty to take, was a packet of Argyle*s 
private papenl. These he consigned to the 
bttds of his general ; a humour of accoutit- 
iagy however^ which wei^ no farther, for 
I do not understand that he made any men- 
tion iof the purse of gold which he had 
appropriated at the same time that he made 
seizure of the papers aforesaid* Snatching 
a torch from the wall, Montrose was in an 
mtant deeply engaged in the perusal of 
these documents, in which it is probable he 
ioond ibm^ing to animate his personal 
MirattflMt against his rival Argyle. 
.«4Dofe9ll» not ^r me f said he } *« then 
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he shall ket tint* Witl he ^fire mf oftstle 
Murdoch !?~XDvenira sfaall raise the Arst 
8moke.*^0 fpr a guide tbrougii* tfae ikirts 
c^f Strath FiUati Pf 

Whatei^w might be Dalgetty's pefaoml 
eonqetty heuBdenlood Us buufiestasiflU 
cieotJ y <io^iieis at Montroae's msu^mg. lie 
in&tantly interrupted hla mm prolix aatnu 
tioB of the akirmiaii which liad taken ^wcCf 
aBd ithe woblid he haid receive io hia Te^ 
treat) and t>egan to apeak to the peint wfatch 
he aaw interested his genefak 

<* Ifi'' said het ^ ^our ExeeUeoey wishes 
to make an infaU into AtgyleAire^ tJbm ^ 
poor many Raiiald» of whom J[ toUyou, to* 
gether wilh his diildren and compamotm^ . 
kpow every pass into that land, both ieftd* 
ing from the east aftd from' the nonft.'! 

^ Indeed!^ said Montrose | ^ iMhatrai* 
sop have you to believe their fcooidedge'SO ' 
extensive?^ 

^' So please your Exeellencyy** aoairarad 
Dalgetty^ ^* firing the weeks that i re> 
i|uuaed witb. thenr &a cure of my ^wuMly 



Cbey weie repeatedly 6tAlgeil to •thrft thei^ 
quarters, in reepeot of Afgyle'ft repeated 
ittanpt9 to^r^poMeas himself of the persoD 
of an officer urbo was honoured with your 
SseeUeacy's ooofidonce ; 00 that I had oc« 
casiofi^ toaflmire the singulat dexterity and 
kaovledge of the face of the country with 
iwhiot they alternately atchieved their re- 
peat and tkeif (Klvance^ and' when, at 
Jength, I was able to repair to your Excel- 
iciaey's standaid, this h^mest creature, Ra- 
nald MacEa^, guided me by paths which 
my steed Guatavus^ (wbioh your lordship 
may remember,) trpde with perfect safety, 
so^that 1 said to myself that where guides, 
spies,, or iinteUigeoeers, were required in a 
Holland campaigain thatweatemceuntry, 
moreexpert persons than he and his attend- 
sato Qould not posnUy be denred." 
K . ^\ And can you answer for his fid^ity ?^ 
said Montrose ; ^^ what is his name tsA 
condition?" 

/'!VHe is an outlaw, and robber by pto* 
Ciwo&|f jansvn^l D^^getty } «< atti hgr 
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monei called Bitnald MacEagh i whilk mg* 
aifiest Ranald, the Son of the Mist." 

<< I should remember something of that 
name/' said Montrose, pausing ; *' Did not 
these Children of the Mist perpetrate some 
«ct of cruelty upon the M^Aulays?"— 

Major Dalgetty mentioned the circum* 
stance of the murder of the forester, and 
Montrose's active memory at once recalled 
aU the circumstances of the feud. 

^ It is most unlucky/' said Montrose, 
. ** this inexpiable quarrel between these men 
and the M'Aulays. Allan has borne him- 
self bravely in these wars, and possesses, 
by the wild mystery of his behaviour and 
language, so much infiiience over the minds 
of his countrymen, that the consequences 
of disobliging him might be serious. At 
the same time, these men being so capable 
of rendering useful service, and being, as 
you say. Major Dalgetty, perfectly trust* 
worth y ^ " 

** I will impledge my pay and arrears, 

if 

my horse and arms, my head and ntdHf 
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Upon their fidelity^" said the Major j <« and , 
your Excellency k nows, that a soldado could 
lay no mofe for his own father*** 

'< True,** said Montrose ; ^^ but as; this 
if a matter of particular moment, I would .^ 
willingly know the grounds of so positiini 
an assurance*" 

«* Concisely then, my lord,'* ^aid the Ma^ 
jor, «< not only did they disdain to profit by 
a handsome reward which Argyle did me 
the honour to place upon this poor head of 
mine, and not only did they abstain fxom 
pillaging my personal property, whilk was 
to an amount that would have tempted re 
gular soldiers in any service of Europe ; 
and not only did they restore me my horse, 
whilk your excellency knows to be of value; 
but I could not prevail on them to accept 
one stiver, doit, or maravedi, for the trou- 
ble and expences of my sick bed* They 
actually refused my coined mosey nb^n 
freely offered,«-a tale leldom to be told in 
a Christian land.'* 
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<' I adipiit" Mid Moi^troae, after ft &i» 
meoVi TefeotioB^ «< that thi^ , conduct t<y> 
wards you ia good evidenoeof thetr fide^ 
j^y } but how fyy aecure against ibe br^k- 
ing oufi of tkia ftud.'* B» pauaedi and thett 
raddenly adiied». ^ I had ^got I ba^e aupt^ 
while yoU| Majpi^ have heed 'travtfllmg bji 
moonUghV 

He ^ealled ta hia mtteodaota to fetch k 
atoup of wine and »merefie8l\iiie&t8. Ma^ 
Jar Dalgetty, who* bad the appetite of a 
eoBYaleKmit xetwned ffoa Higbiaod q^^ 
tpra^ needed not any ptesakig; to partal^ of 
what waa set before him, but proceeded to 
diipfiieh his food with' such alaciityi that 
(he Mafqui% fiUmg a eup of mner ^ 
drinknig to (as tealtb^ could not h^tp re« 
markiiigb Ifaat coarse as the provisioasHof 
hia tsapap wtre^ he w» afraid^ Ma^r Dd^ 
gttty hadiiired m^eh worse during bis &• 
oil^aon catoi AiigyMbive*: i « 
i: . ^ ^owr i^KCjettttiiogF stt^take your ceifo- 
nd oath upon that,'' said the worthy Migorr 
speaktpg with his aiouth full ^ ^ for the 



viands that tbfe C!hildren of the Miit ^rocu* 
ml for me» pwft helple»erMbirei fts thef 
were, if^ferc «o uorefrtfshfubto mybcfif^^it 
when iDcioaed: in. my ahmiur, whflk I IMS 
faiti to leave behfaid me ftt tkpedltfoft 
sake, i Mttled thereit! lihe the: aitrivvUl^a 
keifnel k) « nut thtt katli bteK kept im to K 
a second Hdbwe'eii.'' 

^ You oHiflt takfe the due meaiis ix> repair 
these- lad$e% Mi^or Dalgetty.** 

^* In troih^'* answered tke soldier, ^ I 
shait tordly be ttble to o6ihpasi ttiit^ oideiB 
my armara are to beeitifltaBgied fer presmt 
pay ; for I|Hrofce6t to your £xceHancy> tiiat 
the three stone weight which I haM loit 
were atinply raised upon the regokr'ac^ 
countings of the Slates of Holland.*' 

*^ hi* that caset** said tfi^ Mbrquis, ''^you 
are only reduced to good marching ordea 
As'for 4ho pay^ le( us once ^wtMttoity^>^ 
victory, Major^ and your wishesi an^aU 
our «wiah€% shall te^ampty fuWiUed^ Mean- 
time help yourself to another cup of wiBe.** 

1^ To your Excelleacj^/S'. health^ aaiA^e 
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Mftjm*, ftBtog a cuf) to the brim, to ^hew 
llie seal with which he drank the tiDaSt» 
•* and vUstoty over all your enemies, and 
particularly over Argyle. I hope to pnll 
•nether handful from his beard myself^ — 
I hare faad.otee plbck at it already.'^ 
-^ « Very true,^ Answered Montrose ; ** but 
to rcttirti to these meftof the Mist. You un- 
derstand, Dalgetty, that their presence here, 
and the purpose for which we employ them, 
ia'a secret between you and me.^ 

Delighfedy as Montrose had anticipated^ 
with this mark of his generals confidence,^ 
the Majdr laid his band upon his nose, and 
nddded JnteUigence. 

** How many may there be of Ranald's 
foUowfeni T* continued the Marquis. 

^They are reduced, *'so far as I know, 
to some eight or ten men,'* answered Ma* 
JOT Dalgetty, ^ ai^d a fbw women and ch3^ 

dran.*' 

' ** Where are they now ?* demanded Men- 
troae. 
f * in ji talleyi at tbre« miles distanee^** an* 



iwtied the noUia^ <« avattiiiig your Excei*/ 
kticj's commaQd ; I judged it not fit to 
briiDg them to your leaguer without your 
EitceUency's orders.** ' * 

" You judged very well,'' said Motttrose ; 
" it would be proper that they remata^ 
where they are^ or seek some more distant 
I^ee of rd^ge. I will send them moneys 
th(H|gh it is a scarce article with me at pre« 
leat" 

'<< It is quite unnecessary^'' said Major 
Dftlgetty ; << your Excellency has only 
hint that the M* Aulays are going in that 
direction, and my friends of the Mist wiU 
ioitantly make volte-face^ and ga (o tiie 
right abouL*' 

<* That were scarce courteous,'' said the 
Marquis. ** Better send them a few doUaia 
to purchase them some cattle for the sup- 
port of the women and children." 

*< They know how to come by their ^t- 
tie at a fkr cheaper rate,* said the Migor ; 
^* but let it be as your Excellency wills.? ; 

'' Let Ranald MacBagh," said Montc^ae, 
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loping. ;tj^i)F,^ow«8«<;re(( tibefett^^U afl^^ 
£9f our guides. Let th«o| 1^ i^t m^tAtMi t0< 

tjii^t tJ^y n^itlijer f tt^ my pmW9> »or 
hold aqy ^mmi^u;MC9tioB «ith^^<l(i|«l i» 
privjM^ev-rf^is (dd o|iu^ has h^ fiqy <^ 
dr^nJ" 
** They have been killed or haog^". 

rpuiMi 4fl!?W» li» I beHeyettTbut; |« .^ 
lef^ pnq child, »8pM^'%9^:li<])i)#4ffH|A, 

^ pB^l^.i^ji.hi§ plaid n^q^i tp fl^;(g,i^Mirb«fftt 

' ever, might come in his way, h^j^,,%t!f^ 

hpj^ ti](%t, like mvid, ^o wa^^^^qg^ttued 

t^ sU«g.. smoqth stf]|^§« (il^ .&m- ^ 

turous warricHTv 
«*Th4^^,lwy, M^w EWg»llty;' fWt the 



^ 



^ Yoiir Ij^Dency need not fiiar that^** 
i4»wefed'Dalgetfy} ^^tliMe Higfefamd hops, 
te»1lie moiDent^tiiejr chip tiie skdl^«-«— • 

M Wetl^'* fC|^lto<l Hooferose, « ihat hoy 
tbdl be pledge for tlie fideKty of ^is ft- 
ther, and If he (Hro^es fittthful, the child'i 
prefennent diafl be his reward. — ^And now. 
Major Dalgetly, I wili Ucence your depar- 
ture for the night; to-morrow you will intro- 
duce this MacEaghy under any name or 
character be may please to assume. 1 pre- 
lome his profession h^ rendered him suflB- 
dendy expert in all iM>rt of disguises ; or 
we may admit John of Moydart into our 
schemes, who has sense, [practicability, and 
intelligence, and will allow this man for a 
time to be disguised as one of his followers, 
{"or you, Majw, my groom of the cham- 
bers will be your quarter-master for this 
•evening/* 

M^or Dalgetty took his leave with a 
joyful heart, greatly elated with the recep- 
tion he had met with, and much pleased 
with the personal mannen of his new gene- 
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ral, whicHt as he explained at great length 
ta Ranald MacEaghi reminded him in many 
reipeeta of the demeanour of the immortal 
Gktttavui Adolphus, the Lion erf* the North, 
and Bulwark of the Protestant Faith, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The Bftrdi b^pM ia military iliftfl^ 
And nadoiit on bit ejrct — ptndcd wail; 
Stan ^ h""»ft gaards Uia aolitaiy aoaaly 
And wifiier barricadat tha laaliaa of fioat | 
He oomciy— HMMT mui^ dot cold, hit oouiae deby.— 

FmiisfofBimmWMM. 



Bt break of day^ Montrose received in 
his cabin old MacEaght and questidned 
him long and particularly as to the meaaa^ 
of approaching the country of Argyle. He 
nuule a note of his answers^ which he com* 
ptfed with those of two of his followers^ 
whom he introduced as the most prudent 
and experienced. He found them to cor* 
respond in all respects } but, still unsatis- 
fied where precaution was so necessary^ 
the MarquiB compared the infimnation he 

▼OL, IT I 
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had received with that he was able to col- 
lect from the Chiefs who lay most near to 
the destined scene of invasion^ and being 
in all respects satisfied of its accuracy, he 
resolved to proceed in full reliance upon 
it. 

In one point Montrose changed his mind. 
Having judged it unfit to take the boy Ken- 
neth into his own service, lest, in case of 
his birth being discovered, it should be re- 
sented as an offence by the numerous clans 
who entertained a feudal enmity to this de- 
voted family ,'he requested the Major to take 
him in attendance upon himself; and as be 
accompsinied this request with a handsome 
chufeuit, iinder pretence of clothing and 
equipping the lad, this change was agree- 
able to all parties. 

It was about breakfast-time, when Ma- 
jor '^Dilgetty, being dismissed by Mon- 
trose, went in quest of his old acquaint- 
ances, 'Lord Menteith and the M*Aulays, 
to whom he longed to communicate his 
own adventures, as ^ well as to',l^m firdm 



A t£G£N D OF MONTROSE. . 105 

them the particulars of the campaign. It 
may be imagined he was received with - 
great glee by men to whom the late uni- 
formity of their military life had rendered 
any change (^'society an interesting novelty. 
Allan M*Au]ay alone seemed to recoil from 
his former acquaintance, although, when 
challenged by his brother, he could render 
no other reason than a reluctance to be fa- 
miliar with one who had been so lately in 
the company of Argyle and other enemies. 
Major Dalgetty was a little alarmed by this 
sort of instinctive consciousness which Al- 
lan seemed to entertain respecting the so- 
ciety he had been lately keeping ; he was 
soon satisfied, however, that the percep- 
tions of the seer in this particular were not 
infallible. 

As Ranald MacEagh was to be placed 
under Major Dalgetty's protection and su- 
perintendance, it was necessary he should 
present him to those persons with whom 
he was most likely to associate. The dress 
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of the old man had, in the meantime^ been 
changed from the tartan of his clan to i 
sort of clothing peculiar to the men ci 
the distant Isles, resembling a waistcoat 
with sleeves, and a petticoat, all made ill 
pne pie(%. This dress was laced from top 
to bottom in front, and bore some resem- 
blance to that called a Polonaise, still worn 
by children in Scotland of the lower rank. 
The tartan hose and bonnet completed the 
dress, which old men of the last century re- 
membered well to have seen worn by tbe 
distant Islesmen who came to the EacI of 
Mar's standard in the year 1715. 

Major Dalgetty, keeping his eye on Al- 
lan as he spoke, introduced Ranald Mae- 
Eagh under the fictitious pame of Ranald 
MacGillihuron in Benbecula, who had es- 
caped with him out of Argy le's prison. He 
recommended him as a person sldlfiil ia 
the arts of the harper and the aenacbie, 
and by no means contemptible im the qua- 
lity of a second-sighted person or seer. 
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making this expoaitton^ Major Dal* 
getty stammered and hesitated in a wa^ so 
unlike the usual glib forwardness of his 
aanner, that he could not have &iled to 
^ve given suspicion to Allan M^Aulay^ 
iiad not that person's whole attention been 
engaged in steadily perusing the features of 
the person thus introduced to him. This 
steady gaze so much embarrassed Ranald 
MacEagh| that his hand was beginning to 
fiink down towards his dagger» in expecta* 
tbn (tf a sudden assault, when Allan M*Au- 
isyt suddenly crossing the floor of the 
hut, extended his hand to him in the way 
of fiiendly greeting. They sat down side 
by^d^ and conversed in a low mysterious 
tone of voice* Menteith and Angus M^ Au* 
% w^e not surprised at this» for there pr^ 
vail^ among the Highlanders who pr^* 
tended to the second-sight a sort of free* 
Quaonry, which generally induced them, 
^pon meeting, to hold communication with 
each other on the nature and extent of 
their visionary experiences. 
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•* Does th6 sight come gloomy upon 
your spirit?^* said Allan to his. new' ac* 
^uaintance, ^ 

*^ As dark as the shadow upon the 
moon," replied Ranald, •* when she is dark. 
ened in her mid-course in heaven, and 
prophets foretell of evil times/' 

*^ Come hither/' said Allan, <* conde more 
this way, I would converse with you apart; 
for men say that in your distant islands the 
sight is poured fovth with more clearaess 
and power than upon us, who dwell near 
the Sassenach.** 

While they were plunged into their myrtic 
conference, the two English cavaliers en- 
tered the cabin in the highest poasibfe spi- 
rits, and announced to Angus M'Aalay 
that orders had been issued that all should 
hold themselves in readiness for an imme- 
diate march to the westward. Having 
delivered theniselves of their news, with 
much glee, they paid their compliments to 
their old acquaintance Major Dalgetty, 
whom they instantly recognised, and in- 
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qiiired afler the health ^f his diarger^ 6u«- 
tavus, 

** I humbly thank you, gentlemen/" an- 
swered the $6tdier, " Gustavus is well, 
though, like his master^ somewhat barer on 
the ribs than when you offered to relieve 
me of him at Darnlinvarach ; and let me 
assure you, that before you have made one 
or two of those marches* which you seem to 
^^QUteoiplate with so much satisfaction in 
prospect, you will leave, my good Knights^ 
some: of your, English beef, and prabably 
an English horse or two behind you." 

Both exclaimed that .they cared veiy lit- 
tie what they found or what they left, pro- 
vided the sqei>e changed from dodging up 
and down Angus and Aberdeenshire, in 
pursuit of an enemy who would neither 
fight nor run away. 

" If such be the case," said Angus M*- 
Aulay^^ ** I must give orders to my follow* 
ers, and make provision too for the safe 
conveyance of Annot Lyle j for an advance 
int^O M^Callunji More's eountry will be a 
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farther tfid fooler ratd duui Aese pinks of 
Cumbrian ICiughthood are aware off So 
Mying, he left th6 cabin. 

^ Annot Lyle \- repeated Ddgetty, ^ ii 
the following the campion ?* ^ 

^ Surdy,** replied Sir Gites Mnagrairet 
hia eye glancing slightly fA>Bft Lord Men- 
teith to Allan M'Aatay ; ^ we could nei>> 
ther march nw fight, advariiee nor re- 
treat, without the ioAnence of the P^een 
of Harps/* 

<< The Princess of Broad swords aibd Tar^ 
gets, I say,^ amweied his companion ; ^ for 
the Lady of Montrose herself could not be 
more courteously watted upon ; she has four 
Highland maideiA, and as many bara- 
lei^ed gillies, to wait upon her orders.^ 

<^ And what would you have, gentlemen?^ 
said Allan, turning suddenly from the Highv 
lander with whom he was in conversation; 
^ would you yourselves have left an innocent 
female, the companion of your infimcys t6 
die by violence, or peririi by famine ? llierO 
is not, by this time, a roof upon the 






it^km of my fiitlias— our crop9 have been 
deitcoyed,aad oturcattle Imre boon dmen— 
and you, gentlemon, havo to bless God, tbat^ 
OMiiqg €tctm a mtMer and more civilized 
C9untiy, you expose only your own lives in 
Hm Tomoneless war, without apprehensioo 
that your enemies wiU visit with their ven- 
gpaiee the 4efenoekas pledges you may 
haye left behind yoo^'' 

The i&Qiglfshmen cordiatty iigreed that 
tfaey bad the superioriiy in this respect ; and 
the ooflqpnny now ditqperaing, we»t each to 
ktssevwral dwrge or oceiipation. 

AU«i lingered a moment behind, still 
questionilig the reluctant Ranald MacEagh 
uffon a point in bis supposed visions, by 
which he was greatly perplexed* <^ Re- 
peatedly," h« said, *^ have I had the sight of 
a G9A, who .seemed to plunge hk weapon 
into, the body of Menteith,~of that young^ 
nohknup in the sourlet keed dodc, who 
has jttst BOW left the b0thy« But by no ef- 
fort^ though I have gaaed till my eyes were 
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almost fixed in tKe sockets, can I discover 
the face of tWs Highlander, or even con- 
jecture who he may be, although his per- 
son and ^ir seem famiKar to me«" 

*^ Have yoift reversed your omi plaid .^ 
said Ranald, ^' according to the rule of the 
experienced Seers in such cases ?'* 

*^ I havle,'' answered Allan, speaking low, 
and shuddering as if with internal agony. 
« Aild in what guise did the phantom 
then appear to you ?" said Ranald* 

*• With his plaid also reversed," asawered 
Allan, in the same low afid convulsed tone* 

(* Then be assured/' said Ranald/ ^ that 
your own hand, and none other, w^l do the 
deed of which you have witoessed the dMh 
dow." 

** So has my anxious soul an hundred 
times surniised,^ replied Allan. << But it is 
impossible ! Wer6 I to read the record in 
the eternal bofek of fate, I would declare it 
impossible— we are tifound by the ties of 
blood, and by an hundred ties more inti- 
mate-^we have stood side by side in battle, 

10 
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jmd. our swords faawe teilfiid with the bb)od 
of. the wme enemies^t iM^ iMP08iUiu& I 
should barm, him i" 

«That you wiLii do so/' answered Raiiakf» 
^. is cettain, though the eaiise be hid in the 
darkness ^ ftiturity. You say," slid he, 
suppresstfig his own emotions with diffieul- 
tfy «« that side by side you have pursued 
your, pi'ey like Uood4iounds— hate * yOu 
nevex sesii blood-hounds turn tileir fimgs 
against eaoh otfaer^ and. %ht over the body 
^^ibHAtied deer?" 

. <* It is false," sdd M^Aul^, .sorting up ; 
^< these »iD tbt the foreboding irf fate, but 
4hevtempt^kkm of some evil spirit from the 
liottomlesspibi". . So sayingi : be strode out. 
of the cabin. 

*f' Thou, hast itP\ said the Soiivof the 

a 

Misty Idokmg affier him with an air of ex- 
ultation ; ^f the barbed arrow rat in Iby 
aidei-^-i^ipirtts of the ^ughter^d ! rqjoic^ ! 
£QOn ^U your muiderei^s' swords be dyed 
in eadi; othm^' blood." 

Qa the suoiieeding morning all was pre« 



ptndt ftUd MaotTMe aiTaaced by f i^ 
mardiis ij^the metTny^ and powad k^ db^ 
Milfory foiceB into the rcknahtic viie asaund 
<he lakJB of the mnie nMBe^ which lieaat ^ 
head of that men The inliabkaiits mtu 
Caalpbdisfi not^nde^ the vaisali of Ar- 
gjrle^ hut bf the alMed and kkidred home jaf 
Glemirchy, whieh now bears ^e aaitte of 
Breadalbane. Being taken bf sarplke^itef 
were totally unprepared im rerista&ce, and 
w^e cimfpetled to be the pan^te witoenei 
oi the ravages which took^ piace asiMf 
their flocks and herdiat. Advaneing in tida 
manner to the Tale ef Loch Dbfidiart^ aad 
laying waste the cosntsy around him, ^Ifon^ 
trase reached the ttOM; dtffieolt ftatnt af hii 
-enterpriae. 

To a modem army/ even w^ the ttstst- 
ance of the good vMkiuty read whidi now 
leads up by TekiedriifiA to the hted of Loeh 
Awe, the passage of ditee ^eatensi vr «rikdt 
would seem a task of some difficulty; fiut 
at this period, and fik lo^ aflerwardf, 
there was no load or pp^ wlmtaotveri and 



to tAAio ti^e jdifiHiltyt ilie iMuiitaioa weie 
alraidf coiered n ihh raowi It wm a rau 
blkne 9Wt» to kralt op to the»t piled in 
gtmt maMtcs^ Doe upon aiKMlieiE^ the front 
nnk iDf fianUog whiteBmii while thost 
ffhkdk ttrvtaebilmd tfae»>cai}£^ta Msy tiad 
fraHiilHDfsettisig0fa.ole«rwi«try:8ui]t Slen 
Cnacsfaui^ superior in rnagnku^ aiMl eeem^i^ 
iii9^Aie/vei|r'0ilJidffil <^ the Genkia ni «he 
Rc;i^ii#^mii»Mf|b above the others^ tbew* 
ing:iiiagti«i9em)g and soatbed peid^ to the 
di^jtatiMiof niwy mSeflu 

^Qie .fc41owe» of Mo»lrese were men 
no^im be dawfled by tbe wblieie, yet tei* 
riUe/pf08p6et befese Aeia* Many of them 
weie of itot andient raoe of HigblandeiSt 
who not only willingly made their couch 
in tlie enow, but oonrid^fed it i» effi^minele 
luxmy to use « snow^ball for a piUow* 
Pliuider a^nd revenge lay bey<md the firo»n^ 
ma^mtains which they bebeidt and they did 
not permit thettiaelves to be daunted by t^ 
diiicidty of tnversii^ them* Montroee 
did not aiiffir ikm spiiita tioie to aubBid^ 



IOC tiOMB 09 MT UmMMLB. 

He ordered the pipes to {^y in the viiolte 
imcteat pibroch eotitled ^^ MqggiUmM &>," 
&c, (that is, We come thfoiigh dri&to drive 
. the ^rey) ; the shriUing «>UQds of whidi 
had o£tfiB struck tiie vales of the Lennox 
with terror. ^ The troops advitoaedfifith 
the nimble alacrity of mountaiiieMs,. «id 
were soon iovi^ved in the daii^<!pOMi ptiu, 
Airough Mrhich Ranald acted as their^gtiidet 
goic^ before them with a select party^ to 
traotc out the way. 
I Th(a power of man at no time jpfioars 
I inoie :oositem|i^ble th^m when it is placed 
y^n coBtrasit with scenes of natural terrors^ 
^ignity . The vietorioos army of Moob'^se, 
whose exploits liad struck terror into all 
Scotland, when . ascending up this teivtfic 
pass, seem^. a contemptible handful of 
stragglers, in. the act of beiog dev^ur^by 
thej^ws of the mountain, which appeared 
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* It is the family-march of the M'Farlanes, a war- 
like and predatory dan, who inhabited the western 
banks of Loch-Lomoad* 
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readj ta close upon them. Bven Montrose 
hal# Fcpented the boMness of his attempt, 
as he looked down from the sattumt of the 
first ecbinence which he attained, upon the 
scattered condifion of his small army« The 
difficulty of-getting forward was so great, 
that considerable gaps began to occur in 
feline of march, and the distancebetwe^i 
the vail, centre, and rear, was eaeh monreat 
ioeieased in a degree equally incommodious 
and dangerous. It was with great appre- 
hension that Montrose looked upon every 
pcnnt of advantage which the hill afiorded, 
ita dread it might be found occupied by an 
enemy prepared for defence ; and he often 
afterwards was heard to express his convic- 
tion, that had the passes of Strath Filian 
been defended by two hundred resdnte 
met}, not only would his progress have 
been effectually stopt» but his whole army 
must have been in danger of being totally 
cut off. Security, however, the bane of 
many a strong country, and many a fort* 
ress, betrayed, upon this occasion, the dis* 
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trict of Ai^^to hk enemies* The mm^ 
diBTfl had only to coiiteiid witk the natural 
diffidultles of the path, and with the snow^ 
wfai^9 fortunately* had not fallen in any 
great quantily. The anny no sooner reaoh*: 
ed the lumniit of the rid§e of hUla divi^i^ 
ArgyleBhtte from the district of fi^eadal- 
bane^ thm they rushed down upon the de- 
voted vales beneath them with a fury ai^f- 
ficfa^tty expressive <rf* the motives whidi 
had ^iafed a movem^t so difficult ^fod 
hazardous* 

, M^itroie divided his army mto three bo^ 
diesy in order to produce a wider and more 
extenfthife terror» one of which was com- 
manded by the Captain of Clan Ranald, 
one intrusted to the leading of ColkittOi md 
the third remained under Ins own direction. 
He was tbqs enabled to penetrate tbe coon- 
try 0f Argyle at three different points. Be* 
sistanee there was none* The flight of the 
diefliards frcHn the hills had first anmiunh 
ced tim formidable irrupticHi, and wh»e* 
ever the dbosmen were summoned out, they 



werie kiBed, dfauined, ud dibpefstd» by M 
ewm;' who hmd aatidpftted their ttotaona 
Mi^Off Da%et<7» who bad been sent ftur? 
ward agaiintt Invsiaca with the £bw horae 
of the army tfai^ were fit for aearvicet mana* 
gad hk mattera ao wdl, tfhat he had very 
near aurpriaed Argyte, aa he ezpfestoed it^ 
inter poeuk^ and it waa only a rapid flight 
by water that saved that chief from death 
(»r ciqptivity. But the punisbnent whic^ 
Aigyle faimaelf eacaped fell heaiAy iq^n 
his country and clan^ and the ravages com^ 
mitted by Mcmtroae on that devoAed land^ 
allibcmgh too condstent with tiie genius of 
the country and times, have been repeat^- 
cdly quoted as a blot on hia Actions and 
character* 

Argyle in tl» meantiiae had ^d to Edin^ 
burgh, to lay hk complaints before the €6n«* 
veatidn of Estates. To meet the exigence 
of the tmnsent, a comiderable army was 
^ised ni^er General BaalMe, a Presbyte* 
nan officer cf skill imd fiddity» witli Whom 
was joined in command the celebrated 
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Sir John Urrie, a soldier of i fpftone fike 
Dalgetty, who had already changed^ sides 
twice during the Civil War, and was des- 
tined to tarn his coat a third time be- 
fore it Was ended. Ai^yle dso, burning 
with indignation; proceded to levy, his own 
numerous forces, in order to avenge bim- 
self of his feudal enemy. He ei^blished 
his head- quarters at Dumbarton, where he 
was $oon joined by a considerable force, 
coBiHsting chiefly of his own clansoien ^nd 
dependants* Being there joined by BaiUie 
and Urrie^ with a very considerable army 
of regular forces,, he prepared to march in- 
to^ ArgylesKire, and chastise the i|ivader. of 
hia paternal territories. > 

But Montrose, while these two foTsai* 
dable mrmias were forming a junction^ bad 
been recalled from that ravaged coi^y 
foy the approach of a third* calkcted in 
the north under the Earl of Seaforth, who, 
after some hesitation, having embraced the 
mde of the Covenanters, had now, with the 
assistance x>f the veteran gsmsoa of InY«& 
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Dess, formed a considerable army, with 

which he threatened Montrose from Inver- 

Hess-shire. Inclosed in a wasted and" un- 

friendly country, and menaced on each 

side by advancing enemies of superior forcci 

it might have been supposed that Mom 

trose's destruction was certain. But these 

were precisely the circumstances under 

which rtie active and enterprising genius of 

the Great Marquis was calculated to excite 

the wonder and admiration of friends> the 

astonishment and terror of his enemies. As 

if bymagic, he collftcted his scatteredfbrces 

from the wasteful 6ocupation in which they 

bad been engaged ^ and scarce were they 

again united,, ere Argyleand his associate 

. generals' were informed, that the royalists 

hdd suddenly disappeared from Argyle- 

shire^ and retreated northwards among the 

dusky and impenetrable mountains of JLoch^ 

aben 

The sagacity of the generals opposed to 
Montrose, immediately conjectured, that it 
was the purposie of their active antagonist 
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to tght with, and* If posaibtei to destrojr 
SMibj-thy .^re they could come to hU aA$iiit> 
ance* This occasioned a corr^eaponding 
, diaoge in their operations. Leaving tbii 
chieftain to make the best defence h^ 
could, Urrie and BaiUie again separated 
their forces from, those of Argyle, and bSf 
ving chiefly horse and Lowland troopi un* 
der their command, they kept the south- 
eni side of the Grampian ridge^ moyiog 
doi^ eastward into the county of AQgus» 
i:e8olving from thence to proceed into 
Aberdeenshirci inorder to.interc«^^Mon-( 
Xxo^i if he should attempt to escape iathat 
direction. 

Argyle, ^ith his own levies and other 
troops, undertook to follow Montrose's 
march ; so that in case he should come to 
action either with. Seafortb, or with Baillit 
ind Urrie, he might be placed between two 
fires by this third army, which, at a secure 
distance, was to hang upon his rear. 

for this purpose Argyle once, more tt^ 
vtd towards Inverara, having an opporta-: 



A LEGEND Of MOMTEOSB. SIS 



liitjr, at every step, to deplore the severities 
which the hostile clans had exercised on 
his dependants and country. Whatever 
noble qualities the Highlanders possessed^ 
and they had many, clemency in treating 
a hostile country was not of the nuibber ; 
but even the ravages of hostile troops com-^ 
bined to swell the number of Argyle^s fol- 
lowers* It is still a Highland proverb. He 
whose house isburnt must become a soldier j 
and hundreds of the inhabitants of these 
unfortunate valleys had now no means of 
maintenance, save by ezerpising upon 
odiers the severities they had themselves 
sustained, and no future prospect of hap» 
piness, excepting in the gratification of re- 
venge. His bands were, therefore, aug- 
mented by the very circumstances which 
had desolated his country, and Argyle 
soon found himself at the head of threie 
thousand determined men, distinguished, 
for activity and courage, and commanded 
by gentlemen of his own name, who yield-* 
ed to none in those qualities. Under him^ 



214 TALES or UY LANDLORD. 

aeiff he cmiferred the principal cOilYmaiiifd 
upon Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvobr> 
and another Sir Duncan Campbell of Auch<* 
enbreckt an experienced and veteran sol* 
dier, whom he had reoalled from the vmt^ 
of Ireland for this purpose. The cold spirit 
of Apgyle himself, however, clogged the 
military councils of his more intrepid as- 
sistants, and it was resolved, notwithstand- 
ing their increased force, to observe the 
same plan of operations, and to follow 
Montrose cautiously, in whatever direction 
he should march, north-eastward, avoiding 
an engagement until an opportunity should 
occur of falling upon the Maiquii^'s rear, 
while he should be engaged with another 
enemy in front. 
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CHAPTER X, 

t^iobrachet au Domiil-dbu^ * 

Piobrachet au Donuil^ 
. 4^ktoudiet agus spi^dttdicii * « * * 

Feacht an Imierlochy. 

The war*tune oif Donald the Black, 
The war-tuBe of Black Donald^ 
The pipes and the banner 
'Are Up in the rendezvous of Inyerlochy. 

The military Foad connecting tbe chain 
of forts, as it is called, and running in the 
general line of tbe present Caledonian ca- 
nal, has now completely dpihed the great 
glen, or chasm, extending almost across 
the whole island, once doubtless filled by 
the sea, and still affording basins for that 
lonf^vline of lakes, by means of which mo- 
dern art has united the German and At- 
lantic Oceans.. The paths or tracts by 
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which the natives traversed this extenrive 
valley, were, in 1645-6, in the same situa- 
tion as when they awaked the strain of an 
Irish engineer officer, who had been em- 
ployed in converting them into practicable 
military roads, and whose poem begms, 
and^ For aught I know, ends, as follows :— 

'^ Had joa but seen thaie loads befive they wtfe 

Ton would haiw lield ap jour hands and blawtd 
General Wade/' 

But, bad as the ordinary paths were, Mon« 
trose avoided them, 'and led bi» army, 
like a herd of wild deer, from mountain 
to mountain, and from forest to forest, 
where his enemies could learn nothing of 
his motions, whil^ he acquired the most 
perfect knowledge respecting theirs from 
the friendly dans of Cameron and M^Dmi* 
nell, whose mountainous districts he now 
traversed* Strict orders had been given 
that Argyle's advance should be watched, 
and that all intelligence respecting his 

IS 
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tlons shonld be communicated instantly to 
the General Himself. 

It was a moonlight night, and Montrose, 
worn out by the fatigues of the day, was 
i^i^ down to sleep in a miserable shieling, 
fie had only slumbered two hours, when 
some one touched his shoulder. He look- 
ed up, and, by the stately form and deep 

voice* easily recognized the Chief of the 
Camerons. 

"I have news for you,* said tliat leader, 
^< which it is worth while to arise and listen 
to.** 

" M*Ilduy can T)ring no other,** said 
Montrose, addressing the Chief by his pa- 
tronymic title — ** are they good or bad V* 

" As you may tate them,'' «aid the 
Chieftain. 

" Are they certain ?'^ 

*« Yes," answered M^Ilduy, ^ or another 
messenger should have brought them. Know 
that, tired with the task imposed lipon me 
of accompanying that unhappy Dalgetty 

VOL. IV. K 



and his handful of horse, t^ho detained me 
for hours on the march at the pace of a 
crippled badger, I made a stretch of four 
miks with six of my people in the direc- 
tion of Inverlocby, and there met with Ian 
of Glenroy* who had been out for intelii- 
gence, Argyle is moving upon Inver- 
lochy with three thousand .chosen men, 
commanded by the ,flower of the sons of 
Diarmid.— These are my new&^hey are 
certain-*«tt is for you to construe thdr 
purport*' 

<< Their purport must be good," answer* 
ed Montrose, readily and cheei;fully ; <* the 
voice of M*Ilduy is ever ple^ksaiirt in the 
ears of Montrose, and most pleasant when 
it speaks of some brave enterprise at hand 
— What are pur musters ?** 

He then called for light, and easily as- 
certained, that a great part of his followers 
having, as usual, dispersed to secure their 
booty, he had ndt with him above twelve 
or fburteibit hundred men. 
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<< Not. much above a third,** said Mon« 
trose, pausing, ^* of Argyle's force, and 
Highlanders opposed to Highlanders.— 
With the blessing of God upon the royal 
cause, I would not hesitate were the odds 
but one to two." 

*^ Then do not hesitate," said Cameron ; 
'< for, when your trumpets shall sound to 
attack M^Callum More, not a man of those 
glena will temain deaf to the summons. 
Glengary-^ Keppoch — I myseU— would de- 
sitroy, with fire and sword, the wretch who 
should remain behind under any pretence 
whatsoever. To-morrow, or the next day, 
shall be a day of battle to all who bear the 
name of McDonnell or Cameron, whatever 
be the event" 

*^ It is gallantly said, my noble firiendy'* 
said Montrose, grasping his hand, *' and I 
were worse than a coward did I not do 
justice to such followers, by entertaining 
the most indubitable hopes of success. We 
will turn back on this MCallum Mfrt , who 
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follows us like a raven to devour the relics 
of out army, should we m^dt braver men 
-wlio may *be able to break its strength! 
Let (he Chiefs and leaders be called toge- 
ther as quickly as possible ; and you, who 
have brought us the first news of this joy- 
ful event, — for such it shall be, — you shall 
bring it to a joyful issue, by guiding us the 
best and nearest road against our enemy .^' 

« That will I willingly do,^' said M^l- 
duy ; " if I have sTiewn you paths by which 
to retreat through these dusky wilds, 'with 
far more readiness will I teacli you how to 
advance against your enemy ;^' ' 

A general bustle now prevailed, and the 
leaders were every where startled from the 
•rude couches on which they had sought 
temporary repose. 

" I never thought," said. Major Dalget- 
ty, when summoned up from a handful 
of rugged heather roots, " to have parted 
from a bed as hard as a stable broom with 
sudh bad will ; but indubitably^ having but 

one -man of military experience in his army, 

s 
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his Excellency th^ Marquis may be vindi* 
cated in putting him upon hard duty." 

So saying, he repaired to the council^ 
where, notwithstanding his pedantry, Mon- 
trose seemed always to listen to him with 
considerable attention } partly because the 
Major really possessed military knowledge 
and experience, and often made suggestions 
which were found of advantage, and partly 
beeause it relieved the general from the 
n^^ityof deferring entirely to the opi- 
nipin of the Highland Chiefs, and gave him 
additional ground for disputing it when it 
was not agreeable to his own. On the pre- 
sent occasion, Dalgetty joyfully acquiesced 
in the proposal of marching back and con- 
fronting Argyle, which he compared to the 
valiant resolution of the great Gustavus, 
who moved a|gainst the Duke of Bavaria, 
and enriphed his troops by the plunder of 
that rich country, although menaced from 
the northward by the large army which 
Wallenstein had assembled in Bohemia, 
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The Chiefs of Glengary, Keppoc4i, and 
Lochtel, whose clans, equal in courage and 
military fame to any in the HighlandiSr, lay 
within the neighbourhood of the scene of 
action, dispatched the fiery cross through 
their vassals, to siimmon every one who 
could bear arms to meet the King's Lieu- 
tenant, and to join the standards of their 
respective chiefs as they marched towards 
Inverlocby. As the order was emphati 
1^ cally given, it was speedily and wiHingly 
obeyed. Their natural love of war, their 
zeal for the royal cause,^ — for they viewed 
. the King in the light of a chief whom his 
\ clansmen had des^erted, — ^as well as their 
implicit obedience to theit own patriarchs, 
drew in to Montrose's army not only all 
in the neighbourhood who were able to 
bear arms, but some who, in age at least, 
might have been esteemed past the use of 
them. During the next day's march, which, 
being directed straight through the moun- 
tains of Lochaber, was unsuspected by the 
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enemy, his forces were augmented by hand* 
iUhof men issuing from each glen» andxan^ 
ging themselves under the banners: of theif 
respective Chiefs. This was a circumstance 
highfy inspiriting to the rest of the armyi 
who, by the time they approached the ene^ 
my^ found their strength increased consi* 
dend>ly more than one-fourtl^ as^ had be^n 
prophesied by the ydiant leader of the 
Camerons* 

While Moifttose executed this cotmtef^ 
marcbt Argyle hadi at the head of his gal- 
lant army, advanced up the southern side 
of Loch-£il, and reached the river Lochy, 
iirhich combines that lake with Loch^Lochy* 
The ancient Castle of Inverlochy, once, as 
it is said, a royal fortress^ and still, although 
dismantled, a place of some strength and 
consideration, offered convenient head- 
quartern, and there was ample room for 
Argyle's army to encamp around him in 
the valley, where the Lochy joins Loch- 
£ih Several barges had attended, loaded 
with provisions, so that they were in every 
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respect as well accommodated as such ai^ 
army wished or expected to be. The Mar- 
quis, in council with Auchenbreck and 
Ardenvohr^ expressed his fult confidence 
that Montrose was now on the brink of de* 
struction ; that his troops must gradually 
diminish as he moved eastward through 
such uncouth paths }. that if he went ^astr 
ward^ he must encounter Urrie and Bail- 
lie I if northward, fall into the hands of 
Seafbrth } or should he chuse any halting 
place» he would expose himself to be atr 
tacked by three armies at once. 

«< I cannot rejoice in the prospect, my 
lord," said Auchenbreck, " that James 
Graham will be crushed with little assist^ 
ance of ours. He has left a heavy account 
in Argyleshire against him« and I long, to 
reckon with him drop of blood for drop of 
blood. I love not the payment of such 
debts by third hands." 

" You are too scrupulous," said Argyle ; 
" what signifies by whose hands the blood 
of the Grahams is spilt ? — It is time that of 
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the sons of Diarmid should cease to flow. 
What say you, Ardenvohr ?'* . 

*' I say, my lord/' replied Sir Duncan, 
** that I think Auchenbreck will be grati- 
fied, and will himself have a personiil op- 
portunity of settling accounts, with Mon- 
trose for his depredations* Reports have 
reached our outposts that the Camerons gre 
assecdbling on the skirts of Ben-Nevis ; this 
must be to join the advp^nce of Montrose, 
tod not to cover his retreat*'* 

^* It must be some scheme of harassing 
and depredation," said Argyle^ " devised 
b^ the inveterate malignity of M'llduy, 
which he terms loyalty* They can intend 
no more than an attack on our outposts. 
Or some annoyance to to-morrow's march." 

** I have sent out scouts," said Sir Dun- 
can, " in every direction, to procure intel- 
ligence.! and we must soon hear whether 
they r^^Ily do assemble any force, upon 
what point, or with what purpose." 

It was late ere any tidings were recei« 

x2 
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ved ; bat whes the moon had arisen, % 
considerable bustle in the camp, and a 
noise immediately after heafdin* the castle, 
announced the arrival of important inteUi- 
gence. Of the scouts first dispersed by Ar. 
denvohr, some had returned without being 
able to collect anythii^, save uncertain ru- 
mours concerning movements in the coon- 
try of the Cameroils. It seemed as if the 
skirts of Ben^Nevis weresending'forth tbose 
unaccountable and portentous 'sounds with 
which they sometimes announce the near 
arrival of a storm. Others^ whose aes^ car- 
ried them fiirther upon their missiont were 
entrapped and slain, or made prisoners, by 
the inhabitants of the fastnesses into whick 
they endeavoured to penetrate. At length, 
on the rapid advance of Montrose's army, 
his advanced guard and the outposts of 
Argyle became aware of each other's pi^ 
sence, and after exchanging a few nfiusket- 
shots and arrows, fell back to their respec* 
tivi* mstin bodies, to convey intelNgtoce 
and receive orders. 8 



^ 



# 
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Sir Dunean GampteU, 2Uid Auchenbreck, 
inrtantly threw tbemselres on horseback^ 
in order to v»t the Mate of the ouipoito } 
and^the Mai^uta of Argyle mamtained hit 
tiiaraetep of oommander. in-chief with fe« 
pufealioni by making a respectable arrange- 
ment df bisforceB in die pbin^ as it was 
evident that they ought now expect a night 
alarms or an attack in the moming at far* 
tfaost^ Montooseliad kept his forces so 
cautMusly withm the defiles of the moun* 
tsin, that no eflbrt which Auchenbreck or 
Ardenvobr ihonght it prudent to attempt, 
could ascertain his probable strength. 
They were aware, however, that, at the ut- 
most computation, it must be inferior to 
theif own, and tbey returned to Argyle to 
inform him of the amount of their observa- 
tions f but that nobleman refused to be- 
liei^ that Montrose! could be in presence 
himself* He said, <^ It was a madness, of 
Di^iich even James Graham, in his height of 
preaumptiious phrenzy, was incapable; and 
he doubted not that their march was only 
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impeied by their ancient enetaiiesi Grlenctr, 
Kept^bch, and Glengary ; and perhaps M*'^ 
Vonrigh^ with his M^Phefsotis^ might have 
assembled a force, whidi be knew must be 
greyly inferior in numbers to his own, and 
whomi therefore, he doubted not to dis- 
perse by force, or by terms of capituhtion.'' 

The spmt of Argyle's foUo^ers was high, 
breathing vengeance for the disasters wbich 
their countly had so lately undergone ; and 
the night pass^ in anxious hopes that the 
morning mi^t dawn upon their vengeance* 
The outposts of either army kept a oarefid 
watd^, and the seniors of Argjrle sldpt m 
the order of battle which they were nest to 
occupy. 

A pale dawn had scarce begun to^ lange 
the tops of these immense mountains, vvhea 
the leaders of both armies prepared for the 
buttoess of the day. It was the second of 
February, 1645-6. The clansmen of Argyle 
were arranged in two lines, not ftr from 
the angle between the river and tine lake^ 



and mftde an s^e^ranoe equally riesplate 
&ad formidable. Aucbi^nbreck would wiU 
lingly have Qpnini^iced the battle by aigi 
attapk on4be out-posU of the enerny, but 
Argyle» with mwe cautious policy, prefer- 
red receiving to making the onset* S^nals 
wer^s^pp heaibdy thait they would not loqg 
wait for it in vain. Hie Campbells copld 
disti^gpisbtf in the g<M'ge of the mountains^ , 
the, war-tunea of various clans as they ad* 
vaa$eji to the oeset That f^ Um Came- 
ron9, which bears the ominous words, ad* 
dre$ied to the wolves and ra^^ens, *vCome 
to me, anfl I will give yoy flesh»'Vwas loudr 
ly re-echoed from theirnative glens. In th^ 
language of the Highland bards, the war 
voiee of Gleogary was not silent ; and the 
gathering tuues of other tribes could be 
plainly distinguished, as thf^y successively 
came up to the extremity of the passes 
from which they were to descend into the 
plain* 

^^ You see,'' said Argyle to his kiasmeiH 
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<< it 19 US I said,' we havft oi% to deal with 
our neighbourd ; Jame» Gf ftfaaitf ' hm mt 
v^ntur^d to sliew its hitf baimferP' 

At this moment there resounddd ftotA the 
gorge of the pass a livdy flourish of truallp- 
ets, in that note with which it was the an« 
eient Seottirii fashidn to ^salute the ro^al 

■ 

standard. 

<< Yon may hear, myliMrd^ the sigtasA/ 
said Sir Duncan^ Campbi&U, ^ that he' who 
pretends to be the-King's Lieutenant^ fiiust 
be in person among these men^'* 

<< And has probably horse with' him," 
said Auchenbrecic, /* which I could not 
have anticipated* Bufe shatt we loofc-^le 
for thi^y my lord, when we have foes to 
fight, and wrongsr to revenge i*' 

Argyle was silent, and looked upon his 
arm, which hung in a sash, owing to a fall 
which he had sifstained in a preceding 
march^ 

«* It is true," interrupted ArdenvoJir, 
eagerly ; «« my Lord of Argyle^ you are dis- 
abled from using either sword or pistol; 
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you must rehire on board the gallrf »-^yotlr 
life is 4precioas to us as a head^-^your band 
cannot be use&l to us as a soldier." 

^ No^" said Argyle, pride contending 
with irresolution) ** it shall never be said 
that I fled before Montrose ; if I cannot 
figbty I will at least die in the midst of my 
children,'' 

Several other principal chiefs of the 
Campbells, with one voice* conjured and 
obtested their chieftain to leave them for 
that day to the leading of Ardenvobr and 
Auchenl^ecky and to behold the conflict 
irom a distance and in ssfety.-^We dwe 
not stigmatiae Argyle wil^ poltroonery 
•-*for, though his life was marked by no 
action of bravery, yet h^ behaved with so 
nmcfa composure and dignity in the final 
and closing scene, that his conduct upon 
the present and similar occasions, should be 
rather imputed to indecision than to want 
of courage. But when the small still voice 
within a man^ own breast, which tells him 
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that his life is of consequence to himself, is 
seconded by that of numbers around him, 
who assure him that it is of equal advantage 
to the public, history afi&rds m^ny exam- 
ples of men more habitually daring than 
Argyle, who have consulted self-preserva- 
tion when the temptations to it were so 
powerfully increased. 

<< See him on board, if you will. Sir Dun- 
can," said Auchenbreck to his kinsman; ^rl 
must prevent this spirit from spreading fu^ 
ther among us/' 

So saying, he threw himself among the 
ranks, entreating, commanding, and conju- 
ring the soldiers, to remember their ancient 
fatp^ atid their present superiority ; the 
wrongs they had to revenge, if successful, 
and the fate they had to dread, if vanquish- 
ed ; and imparting to every bosom a por- 
tion of the fire which glowed in his owb. 
Slowly, meanwhile, and apparently with re- 
luctance, Argyle suffered himself to be 
forced by his officious kinsmen to the 
verge of the lake, and was transported on 
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board of a galley, from the deck of which 

• • ♦ * ' * 

he surveyed with more safety than credit 
the scene which ensued. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, not- 
withstanding the urgency of the occasion, 
stood with his eyes ri vetted on the boat 
which, bore his chieftain from the field of 
battle^ There were feelings in his bosom 

which could not be expressed j for tlie cha- 

'■' '- .».-■>'■ ■. 

racter of a chief was that of a father, and 
the heart of a clansman durst not dwell 
upQp his failings with critical severity as 
upon those of other men. Argyle, too, 
harsh and severe to others, was generous 
and liberal among his. kinsmen,, and the 
noble heart of Ardenvohr was wrung with 
^ hitter anguisli, when he reflected, to wjiat 
interpretation his present conduct might 
subject him. 

" It is better it should be so,.'* said he to 
himself, devouring his own emption ; " but 
— — ^of his line of a hundred sires, I know 
not one who would have retired while the 
banner of Diarmid waved in the wind ['* 
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A loud shout now compelled him to turn« 
and to hasten with all dispatch to his post, 
which was on the right flank of Argyle's 
little army. 

The retreat of Argyle had not passed 
linobserved by his watchful enemy, who, 
occupying the superior ground, could tnark 
every circumstance which parsed below. 
The movement of thrfee or four horsemen 
to the re^ i^ewed that those who retreat- 
ed were men of ra;nk. 

" They are going,** said Dalgetty, " to 
put their horses out of danger, like prudent 
cavaliers. Yonder goes Sii* Duncan Camp- 
bell, riding a brown bay gelding, which I 
had marked for my own second charger.'' 

** You are wrong, Major," said Mon- i 
trose, with a bitter smile, " they are saving 
their precious chief .-^Give the signal for 
assault instantly — send the ^word through 
the ranks. — Gentlemen, noble Chiefs, Glen- 
gary, Keppoch, M'Vourigh, upon them in- 
stantly ! — Ride to M'llduy, Major Dalgetty, 



^ 
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and tell him to chargei as he loves Locha- 
ber— -return and bring our handful of horse 
to my standard. They shall be placed with 
the Irish as a reserve.^ 
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CHAPTER XI. 

t 



* 



As meets a rock a thousand wayes, so Inisfoil met Loch* 
lia« OssiAH. 



The trumpets and bag-pipe?, those cla^ 
tnorous harbingers of blood and death> at 
once united in the signal for onsets which 
was replied to by the cry of more than two 
thousand warriors, and the echoes of the 
mountain glens behind them. Divided into 
three bodies, or columns, the Highlasd 
followers of Montrose poured from the de- 
files which had hitherto concealed them 
from their enemies, and rushed with the 
utmost determination upon the Campbellsi 
who waited their charge with the greatest 
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Irtnness. Behind these charging columns 
marched in line the Iriel), under Colkittd, 
mtendedto form thcTescrve. With them 
was the rcjdl standard, and Montrose him* 
self; and on the flanks were about fifty 
horse, under Dalgetty, which by wonder- 
ful exertions had been kept in some sort 
fit for service. 

The right column of royalists was led 
by Glengary, the left by Lochiel, and the 
centre by the Earl of Menteith^, who pre- 
ferred fighting on foot in a Highland dress 
to remaining with the cavalry* 

The Highlanders poured on with the 
tJroverbial fury of their country* firing 
their guns, and discharging their arrows, 
at a Kttle distance from the enemy, who 
received the assault with the most deter- 
tnined gallantry. Better provided with 
Riusquetry than their enemies, stationary 
also, and therefore taking the more deci* 
^ive aim, the fire-of Argyle's followers was 
BQore destructive than that which they sus^ 
tained. The clans, perceiving this, rushed 
to close quarters, and succeeded on tw<f 



points in tbfpwiiig their enemies into dis* 
order. With .regular triiops this must have 
achieved a victory ; but here HigjhlaDders 
were opposed to Highlanders, atid the na- 
ture of the weapoBs; as well as the agiKty 
of those who wielded themi was equal on 
both sides. 

Their strife was accordingly desperate ; 
and the ebsh of ibe swords and axes, as 
they encountered each other, or. rung upon 
the targets, was laingled with Uie ^short, 
wild, aminatiiig akirieks with which High- 
landers accompany violent exertion of any 
kind. MattjT of tfa^ foes qpposed y^ete per- 
sonaliy . acq[uauited> and.sou|;ht to match 
themselves with each othei: from motives 
of hatred,. or a more generous emulation 
of valour. > Neither party would retreat 
an inch, while the place (rf* those who 
fell (and they fdl fast on both sides) was 
eagerly supplied by others, who thronged 

« 

to the front of danger. A steam, like 
that which arises from, a seething caldron, 
rose into the thin, cold, /rosty air, and h<K- 
vered i^ove the coaaal^tants. 
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So $tood the fight on the right and Uie 
centre^ with no immediate consequence, 
except mutal wounds and deaths 

On the right of the Canif>beUB, the 
Knight of Ardenvohr obtained some ad-» 
yaat^, through his. military skill and by 
strength of number^. He h^d moved for-» 
ward obliqiiiely the extreme flank <Kf^bls line 
at tb^ tiisjtant the Royiiiists were about to 
close, so that they sustained a fire at onoe on 
fro^t and ip flanks sind» despite the utmost 
efforts af their leader, were thrown into 
soQMs x:o9fu6ion« At this ^tant» Sir Dun- 
can Q^oapbell gav^ the word to ahargey and 
thus unexpectedly made the attack at the 
very moment he. 3eem$d about to .receive 
it. Such a cjiange of circumstances is aU 
ways discoura^ng) and often fataL But 
tjhe disorder was remedied by the advance 
of the Irish reserve^ whose heavy and sus- 
tained fire compelled the Knight of Ar- 
denvQhr Jto forego his advantage,, and com 
tent himself* with repulsing his enemy. The 
Marquis in the meanwhile, availing himself 
of some scattered birch trees, as well as of 
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the smoke produced by the dose fire of the 
Irish musquetry, whidi concealed the ope- 
ration, called upon Dalgetty to follow him 
with the horse, and wheeling round so as 
to gain the right flank a^nd even the rear of 
the enemy, he commanded his six trumpets 
to sound the charge. The clang of the ca- 
valry trumpets, and the noise of the gallop- 
ing of the horse, produced an effect upon 
Argyle*s right wing which no other sounds 
6ould have impressed them with. The 
mountaineers of that period had a super- 
stitious dread of the war-horse, like that 
entertained by the Peruvians, and had 
many strange ideas respecting the manner 
m which that apimal was trained to combat- 
When, therefore, they found their ranks 
unexpectedly broken, and that the objects 
of their greatest terror were suddenly in 
the midst of them, the panic, in spite of 
Sir Duncan's atteinpts to sftop it, became 
universal. Indeed, the figure of Major 
Dalgetty alone, sheathed in impenetrable 
armour, and ijaakiDg his horse caracole and 
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bound, 80 as to give weight to every biovr 
wbich he struck, would have been a novel- 
ty in itself sufficient to terrify those who 
had never seen anything more nearly re-- 
sembling such a Cavalier, than a shelty wad- 
dling under a Highlander far bigger than 
itself. The repulsed loyalists returned to 
the charge ; the Irish, keeping their rank5, 
maintained a fire equally close and destruc- 
tive. There was no sustaining the fight 
longer. Argyle's followers began to break 
and fiy, most towards the lake, i\^ remain- 
der in different directions* The defeat of 
the right wing, of itself decisive, was ren- 
dered irreparable by the death of Auchen- 
breck, who fell while endeavouring to re- 
store order. 

The Knight of Ardenvo|ii:, with two or 
three hundred men, all gentlemen of de- 
scent and distinguished gallantryi cndea- 
vouredy with i^iiayuiling heroism, to cover 
the tumultuary retreat of the common file. 
Their resohition only pfoved fatal to them- 

you IV. L 
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selves, as they were charged again and 
again by fresh adversaries^ and forced se- 
parate fifom each other, until at length their 
uim seemed only to be to purchase an ho- 
nourable death by resisting to the very 
last. 

«« Good quarts, SirDoncan,** called but 
Major Dalgetty, when he discovered his 
late hostj with one or two others, defend^ 
itig himself against several Highlanders ; 
and, to enforce his ofibr, he rode up to him 
with his sword uplifted. Sir Duncan'^ re- 
ply was the discharge of a reserved pistol, 
which took efiect not on the person of 
the rid^^ but on that of his gallant horse, 
which, shot through the heart, fell dead 
uqder him. Ranald MacEagh,'who was 
one of thote who had been pressing Sir 
Duncan hard, took the opportunity to cut 
him down with his broad-sword^ as be turn- 
ed from him in the act of firihg' th^ ffistol. 

;Allan M^Aulay dimie up at this moment. 
They were^ excepting K»ialdf fi^wers of 
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fai» bfotber who were 'engage^ on that part 
of tte field. « Villains !" he said, ^* whi<5h 
of yon has dared to do this^ when it tcras my 
positive ordef that the Knight of Arden- 
vohr should be taken alive ?'• 

Haifa-dozen of busy hands, which wfefe 
emulpasly etoployed in plundering the fall- 
en Knight, whose Artns and accoutrements 
wfire^of a magnificence beating his quality, 
instantly foreborp the occupation, and hali' 
the fiumber *f v<*iees exculpated them- 
selves, by laying the blame on the Skye- 
r&taif as they called Ilanald MacEagh. 

" Dc^ of an Iskiider !" said Alkn, for- 
g^tting) in his wtisith^ thdr prophetic bro- 
therhodd^ <^ follow the chace, and harm 
him Ho farther, ufile^H yon nlean to diid by 
ray hand." They werte at this moment left 
aloi^st alone ; for Allatt's threats had forced 
hid own clan from the s{iot, and all iaround 
had pressed onwiords towards the lake, car- 
ryiug before Yfaem noi^e, terror, and cofi^fu* 
sion^ and lea'^ing behind only the d^d and 
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flying. The moment was tempting to Mac- 
Eagh's vengeful spirit. — "That I should 
die by your hand, red as it is with the blood 
of my kindred," said he, answering the 
threat of Allan in a tone as menacing as 
liis own, " is not more likely than that you 
should fall by mine." With that, he stmok 
at M^Aulay with such unexpected i^eadi- 
ness, that he had sd^arce time to intercept 
the blow with his target. 

<< Villain !" said Allan, in astonishmeot, 
" what means this ?" 

«* I ^m Ranald of the Mist," answered the 
Isiesman, repeating the blow ; and, with that 
word, they engaged in close and furious 
conflict. 1 1 seemed to be decreed, that in 
Allan M*Aulay had arisen the avenger of 
liis mother's wrongs upon this wild tribe, 
as was proved by the issue of the present, 
as well as of former combats. After ex- 
changing a few blows, Raniild MacEagb wus 
prostrated by a deep wouqd on the sk^ill ; 
and M^Aulay, setting his foot on hioi, was 
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about to pabs the broad^sword through his 
bpdy, when the point of the weapon was 
♦struck tip- by a third party, who suddenly 
interposed. This was no other than M.ijor 
.'Dalgetty> who, stunned by the fall, and en- 
cumbered by the dead body of his horse, 
4iad new recovered his legs and his under- 
4taiidifigv ^< Hold up your sword,** said he 
to M^Aulay, ** and prejudice this person 
no farther, in respect that he h here in my 
wtde ^ooduict, and in his Excellency's ser^ 
vice} and in regard that no honourable 
-earalier is at liberty, by the law martial, to' 
Brvenge bi$ own private injuries, fid^antt 
beBoi muUo vmjus flagrante jitcbUo^ 

'■'^^ Fool!'* said Allan, ** stand asidei and 
dare not to come between the tiger arid his 
^rey/' 

But, far from quitting his point, Dalgetty 
slept across the fallen body of MacEagh, and 
gave. Allan to understand, that if he call- 
ed hinlself a tiger, he was likely, at pre- 
tiettt, to find a lion in his path. There re- 
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<iuir6d no more tUm the gesture and toae 
of defiance^ to turn the wHote rage of the 
military Seer against the person whg was 
opposing the course of his venge^noe, and 
blows were instantly exchanged withoitt 
farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt AUaii 4nd MaicS^h \^ 
been unnoticed by the strnggter^ aronndt 
for the person of the Ifttter vf^ koown t9 
few of Af onj:ro^'s follower^ *% ^t tba^ 9Cfiffle 
betwixt Dalgetty and Mnb both so w^l 
kpQwn^ attracted in^ajat attention} and 
fortunately^ atnpng othe;rs» tli^t of ^^^optro^^ 
bii3^f» w]^o had come for (^ purpose of 
gathering together his ^insdi body of hon^ 
}uad f(^loiyk^ the pur^tiit down l4>cb*^£ii* 
Aware of the fatal consequence^ of disse^-r 
sion in his little army, he pushed his hpffe 
i|p to the spoty and seeing Mac£}agh on the 
ground, and Dalgetty in the jU^titude of 
protecting him against M^AuJay^ his qui<;k 
apprehension instantly caught :the cai^e 
of quarrel, and as instaptly devined mem% 



tosljop ijt. ^^E(lr shamc^'" he snid^ ^gwH^ 
mencavaliersi brawling together in so glo<- 
xiw& a field of vi<;tory !— Are yx)u mad ? Or 
itf^ you mto:!(icated with the ^My which 
you have boUi this day giuned ¥* 

^ It is not my fault, so please your £x- 
<»tiei3»yi? *8id Palgetty. ^* I have been 
if.3mw9 ^ &Mie^ «9ej«^, a btm wmarudo, la 
«U t]>e ^(vicea (^ £(u*ope ; but he thai: 
^Qtt^iss a mm under my safeguard"— 

M A]d4 he,'' said Aliai^ speaking at the 
«ae fjMnet ^^ who dare? to bar tbei oourae 
«if iiyi«3t vengeance**— ^ 

f # F«r jihane, gen^emeni" again repeal 
.ed McNfttriMe ; << I have ott^r bu^iaess for 
you bothf ^r— business of deqper import- 
anos than any private qi^rrel^ whicih yon 
may easily find a more fitting time to settle. 
Far yoy, Mioor Palgetty, kneel down." 
«* Kneel !" said Dalgetty j « I have nqt 

k»m.ed t& obey that word pf pemmand, 

mm^g wh^ it is given from the pulpit. In 
Ike Swe^sh dMpjip^ the firpnt^r^nk 4o 
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indt^etl knefel, but only when the regiment 

is dr*W!^ up 8ix file deep.'* 

«• Nevertheless,"' repeated Montrose,^ — 

" kneel down, in the name of Kiiig Charles 

and of his representative.'' 

Whfen Dalgetty reluctantly obeyed, Mon* 

tro^e btruck him slightly on the heck with 
the flat of his sword^ saying, — ** In reward 
of the gatliaiit service of this day, and in the 
name^and authority of our sovereign, King 
Charles, 1 dub th6e knight j be brave> loyaU 
and fbAiihatel And now, Sir Dogald Dai- 
getty, to your dtrty. Collect what horse- 
men you cab, and pursue such of the iene- 
my as are flying down the side of the Lake* 
Do . not disperse your force, nor venture 
tob far ; but take heed to prevent their 
rallying, which very little exertion may do. 
Mount then, Sir Dugald, and do your 
duty-** 

^* But what shall I mount ?' said the tiew- 
made chevalier. " Poor Gustavus sleeps 
in the bed of honour^ like his immortal 
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namesake ! and I am made a knight, a ri- 
der, as the High Dutch have it, just when 
I have not a horse left to ride upon/' 

" That shall not be said," answered Mon- 
trose, dismounting; •* I make you a pre- 
sent of my own, which has been thought a 
good one ; only pray you, resume the duty 
you discharge so well.** 

With many acknowledgments, Sir^Du- 
gald mounted the steed so liberally be* 
stowed upon him ; and onlj^ beseeching his 
Excellency to remember that MacEagh was 
under his safe conduct, immediately began 
to execute the oixlers assigned to him, with 
great zeal and' alacrity. 

•• Arid you, Allan M*Aulay,'* said Mon- 
trb^e, addressing the Highlander, who, 
leaning his sword-point on the ground, 
had regarded the ceremony of his antagot 
nist's knighthood with a sneer of sullen 
scorn, — •^ you, who are superior to the tiu 
dinary men led by the paltry motives of 
plunder^ and pay, and personal distinction, 
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T^youi.^irhoie deep ^qowledgp renders you 
fp valuable s^ counsellor^*— is it yovwhom I 
find striving with a map like Dalgetty» for 
the privilege of trampling the rexnaini. of 
life out of so cootemptibL^ an enemy as lies 
th^re? C^mey my friend, I have other 
Wiork foj- you. , This victoryp skilfully ipn- 
proved, will win Seaforth to our party. It 
is .not disloyalty, but despair of the gpod 
tif^use, that h^s^ induqed him to take 9rQl9 
ggpinst U& Thfse ^nps, in this moment of 
better augury, he may be brought tO:unilr 
with^ purs. I send my gallant friendt Colo* 
pel. Hay, ;to bimt from this yevy field of 
battle, but he must be united in commis? 
sioq wf th a Highland gentleman •of *r9pk, 
b^fij^ing that of Seaforth, and of tajients 
{Wd of infl«enc9 such as may make, an itth 
pression upoo himt You are npt <M)ly in 
^yery ri^ypect the fittest for this moslj^jnir 
portant mission, but, having no imm^diat^ 
pommand, your presenee may be mor^ 
.eattly spared than that of a Chief whose 



. i 



'A IiEOSKD or HOKTROBS. 2^1 

foUowing is ia ^ field; You know every 
pass and ^en in the HighUn^s^ u well a^ 
the maqnerg and customs of .every tribe. 
Go therefi»e to Hay, on the right wing i 
he has iastrucl4<His, sgtid expects you. Yoi} 
will find him with QlenmorriBon's men { 
Be his guidet his interpreter^ and his col« 
league." 

Allan M'Auhiy beat on the Marquis a 
duk and penetrating glance, as if to s^cer* 
tain whether diis sudden mission was not 
conferred for some latent and nnexplaiaed 
purpose. But Montrose, skilful in srarcfaing 
the motives of o&efs, was an equal adept in 
concealing his own. He considered it as 
of die last consequence, in this moment of 
enthusiasm and exalted passion, to remove 
Allan from the caimp for a few days, that 
he m%ht provide, as his honour required, 
for the safety <^ ttose who had acted as his 
guides, when he ^rusted the Seer's quarrel 
with Dalgetty m^ht be easily made up, 
AUan^ at parting, only recommended to the 
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Marquis tbe care of Sir Duncad Campbell, 
whom Montrose instantly* directed to fee 
conveyed to a place of safety. He took 
the sattM^ precaution for MacEagh^ cormilit- 
ting the latter, lioweveri to a party of the 
Ii^sh,' with directiona that life alnmtd be ta* 
ke 1 care of, but that no Highlander, of a«y 
clan, should' have access to him. 

The Marquis th^eh mounted a led horse, 
ty^hich ^as heH by one of his^ attendant^ 
and rode on to view the scene of his vi<s 
tory, which was moredecirfve than eveit' 
his ardent hopes had anticipated. Of Ar- 
gyle*s gaHant army of three thousand men,* 
fully one^ half fell in the battle, or in the 
flight. They had been chiefly driven back' 
upon that part of the ptain where the river 
forms an angle with the lake, ao that there 
was ho free opening either for retreat* or 
escape. Several hundreds were forced mtor 
the lake and drowned. Of the survivors, 
about one-half escaped by swimming the 



river, or by an eariy fl^bt along the left 
batik of tile lake. The femainder threw 
tliemselvei into the dd Ca$tle of Inver* 
locfay ; but being without either provisions 
or hopes of relief, they were obliged to sur- 
render, on condition of being suffered to 
return to their homes in peace. Arn|L 
ammunition, standards, and baggage, all 
became the prey of the conquerors. 

This was the greatest disaster that ever 
belcU the race of Diarmid, as the Camp* 
beliii were called in the Highlands ; it 
being generally remarked that they were ai 
fortunate in the issue of their undertakings, 
as they were sagacious in planning, and 
courageous in executing them. Of the num- 
ber slain, nearly five hundred were dunni- 
Mfassels, or gentlemen claiming descent 
from known and respected houses* And, 
in the opinion of many of the clan, even 
this heavy loss was exceeded by the dis-r 
grace arising from the inglorious conduct 
of their Chief, whose galley weighed anchor 



when t^e day w«i lagt^ utd fisoled dowji the 
kl^is with ^1 tha speed to 'which sails and 
oars could impel ber« 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Faiat tho dia of Iwnle bra/di 

Distant down the hollow wind ; 
War and terror fled before, 

Woimdt and death remained behind. 

Montrose's spleqdid success pv^r his 
powerful rival was not attaint without 
some loss, though not amounting to the 
tenth of what he inflipted. The obstinate va- 
lour of the Campbells cost the lives of many 
brave men of the opposite party j an4 
more were wounded, the chief of whom was 
the brave young Earl of ^lenteith^ who bad 
commanded the centre. He was but light- 
ly toudhed however, aiml ina^e rather a 
graceful than a terrible appeaprance when he 



a i. 



i56 tALES 07 MY LAMDLOHD. 

presented to his general the standard of 
, Argyle, which he had taken from the stand- 
ard-bearer with his own hand, and slain him 
in single convbat* Montrose dearly loved 
his noble kinsman, in whom there was con* 
^picuous a flash of the genei'ous, romantic, 
disinterested chivalry of the old heroic 
times, entirely different from the mercena- 
ry, calculating, and selfish character which 
the practice of entertaining mercenary 
tr6o{)s hkd introduced into most parts of 
Europe, and of which degeneracy Scotland, 
who furnished soldiers of fortune for the ser- 
vice of almost every nation, had been conta- 
minated with a more than usual sihare. IHon- 
trose, whose native spirit was cbrigenia),* al- 
though experience had taught him how to 
avail himself of the motives of others, used 
to Menteith neither the language of pniise 
nor of promise, but clasped him to his bosom 
as he exckimed, ** My gallant kinsman T 
And by this burst of heartfelt applause 
was Meiiteith thrilled with a warmer glow of 
deHght) than if his praises had 1been reciord- 

11 n 



ed in a report of the action seitt directly to 
the^ throire of his sovereign. 

** Nothing,** he said, "my lor4^ povr 
seems to remain in which I can render iany 
assistance, permit me to Ipok after a duty 
of huaianity--^tKe Knight of Ardenvol)r, as 
I am told, is our prisoner, aud severely 
wounded.*' 

** And well he deserves to be so,** s^id 
Sir Dugald Dalgetty, who came up to th^m 
at that moment with a prodigious addition * 
of acquired importance, ^* since he shot mj 
good horse M the moment that I was ofler- ^ 
ing him honourable quarter^ which, I must .. 
needs* say, was done more like an ignorant 
Highland Cateran, who has not senseenough 
to erect a sconce fdr the protection of his 
old hurley* house of a castle, than like a 
soldier of worth and qusJity.** 

♦* Are we to condole with you then>" 
said Lord Menteith, '^ upon the loss of the 
fanied Gustavus ?" 

*« Even so, my lord,*' answered the (Soldier 
with a deep surh^ <' Diem ektusit Mpre- 



ni¥m$ as wfi (i%id at the Marevphal CoU^e 
of Aberdeen. Better «;a than be amoUiere^ 
like a. tmdgl^f^ poney in som^ flow*]i)Qss^ or 
MM) v-vreal^a w|iicb was lik^ to be his fate if 
>this winter campaign Iwted lo^gef , Bat it 
has ple^ised his £»eIleiiQy (making ao in- 
diii«itif»i to MontroM^) t» supply I^s pjgoe 
by the gift of a noble steeds whoso I have 

tftken ^he frozen tai»i90 < Lojf«ltg"sBe' 
^tvrii \^ i«MRory of ^tbJis c«^eto«|«d 9Cjca- 
won.** 

« I \^t^' fiaid the MsflHUfb •* you'll 
4ndXoy4tj??s JUwiir4f «»« y<w f»U him 
10, pf aptwed in all the duties of tho ^dy^ 
but I must jttit hint to you, that at this 
tim^ in Sciot^a^da loyalty is more frequent- 
ly rewar4f d with an h»lter» than wHb an 
heiK.'* . 

<^ A hem ! your Exoelienoy i% pleased to 
be facetious* Jx>yalty's Eewf^rd is as per- 
fect as; Gu9tavus iq all his cq^cis^Si^ and of 
a far finer figure. Marry ! his social quali- 
ties are l^ss.^ultivatedj in x€|spQpt fa& has 
jcept taji n<^ inferior -company,'* 
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<< Not meming bit Exc^Henqy the Qene- 
ral> I hope/* said Lord Menteith. ^< iV)r 

sh^me, Sir DogtW P 

<^ My lord,"* answered the Knfigbt grave- 
ly, ^^ I am Ificsqmble to mea» ai^ythin^ so 
utt^riy misbecoming* What I asseverate \% 
^at his Exc^Deficy Imviag tbe s^toe Inter- 
course wiUi bis horse dutiog his e:$erciiif» 
^t he iMth with hss soldiers when train- 
iog tbom, may ferm woA Ibreak ^ther t9 
avery fc%t rf war which he c^ooaes to prap.- 
tice, and accordingly that this nvUe <^rg9r 
i» admll^jy 9r${il^ifld. Bat as it isl^e in- 
t^HTfiivse of pf^^«be We that forweth tfcie s^ 
dfil^i^nict^f soldo not apprehend that of 
the. filfj^e soldier to be much poUahed by 
the con^^ersation of the corpoml or th.e ser- 
geaot^ or that of Loyalty's Reward to have 
been inu^b dulcifiedf or ameliorated, by the 
society of hid Sxcellency's grooms, who be- 
stow tnore oatl^, and kidss, ai^ thvmpst 
thati kindness or caresses,. upon the abiiiial^ 
etitf ifst^ to their charge, whereby many a 
generoua qiHidruped, rend^ed |a it i^erfe 
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misanthropic, niarftfests during the rest of 
his life a greater disiretoklck atjd bite his 
master, than to love ind to Konoor Wite.'' 

« Spoken like aii oracle,^' said Montrose. 
•* Were there an academy fbr the edaca- 
tion of horses to be annexed to the Mart- 
schai CdHege of Aberdeeki, SSr pogald 
•Dalg^tty alone should ffll thel ohair."* : 

^ Because, being an ass,^ bald Menteith, 
a;^ide tb the General, *< there would be 
iBome distanit relation betwaeti tl^ profess- 
or and the atudeftt*,'^ : 

• *^ And flow, with your Excellenty^a per- 
mia^ion^* said the new-made Kiiigfcftf ^ I 
am going to pay my last virit to die re- 
mains of my did compaliion in arms.^ 

** Jlot with the purpose of gdttg tfaroogh 
the ceremonial of in termenti'^laidHl» Mar- 
quis, who diet not know how'ftir Sir Dn- 
gald's enthusiasm might lead him ; *> ccm- 
Aider, our brave fellows themselves will have 
but a hasty bumK" - 

" Your Excellency will pardon ifie,** said 
Datgetty^ ^^ my purpose is tosf nmaadc. 



I go ltd cttvide poor Gustavus's legacy with 
the Cowls. of heiivep,. leaving, the flesh to 
thenn^ add reserviog to myself his hide; 
wbiohi 1^ token of affecttqnate remem* 
bmnce^ I purpo^^e to form into a cassodc 
and trpwscr^ after tl)$. IVtdr fashion^ to 
be won. ur)der tny armour, in re^ct mj 
nether, garments Afe ^at present shamefully 
tte;w#r#e £^t the w^^r. Alas ! poor Gus-^ 
tavua^ .why didlst thou not live 9X leas^t one 
hour more, to have borne tl>e honoured 
weight of knighthood upon thy Ipins !" 

He was qow turniiig away, when the 
Maiquis call^ after him, — " As ypu are 
not likely to be anticipated in tliis act o£ 
kindneis,. Sir Dugald, to your old friend 
aQfl 0!»ftpaiuaa, I trusty" ^aid the Marquis, 
*^y<m will first assist me^ aiid>Qat priRcipiil 
friends^ >io 4iacua9 ^oie of Argyle's good 
cbeer, of which we liave found abundance 
in the Gftstk*"* 

^' Most willingly, please your £xcell(l^«- 
cy,** said Sir QngaU 1 *' M mei^t /»iid mass 
nevexrfaiiidc^ work. Nor, iiHl0e4iamIafraid. 
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tiiat the wolves or eagteft will begin an on- 
dlaugbt on Gustavns te-tiigbt^ ^in r^;ard 
there i|i so much better thttr lfiis§ til 
aroufid.«»Biit>" a^ded he, ^^ as I aaa totiittt 
two honourable kniglifta of £i^[latd, with 
Others of the knightlj degree to your lord- 
ship's army; I pray it naa^ be exfidattied to 
thetn, that now, and in future, I claim' jj^- 
cedence o^er them ail) ifi reti^et 0f^my 
rank as a Banneret, dubbed in ^ AeM' of 
jstricken.battle." 

<^ iThe detil cOttlbttnd him I" said ACon- 
ttose, speaking wide; ^ he ha^ <»H!itrtVed 
to set the kiln on &e as fast as I pii|4t;o»t 
^^Xhis is ft pmnt. Sir Dugald^" :^aid be, 
gravely addressing him, <* which. I ahdl 
reserve for his Misyeaty^tf exjpress oonaidlBr. 
ation : in my camp, nU mustbel^ii. tfini. 
Itty, like tiie Knights of the Round TSk^ ) 
and take their places as soldiefs fthouk), 
upon the principle of, first dome fiftfe aes- 

<' Then I ihaM take care^' said Mtn- 
teith apart totheHuquis, ^ tiiat DiwDo^ 



gild is not first ifi plade to daj.-^Sir Du- 
gftld/' added he^ tBmng hift vdice, ^^ as 
you say your wardrobe is out of repair, 
bad ycm not better go to the enemy's b^'g* 
gi^^e yonder, over which there k a guard 
plaeed f I saw fliem take out an i^xcettent 
buff suit, embroidered in front ift silk and 

<« Fioto a Dim ! ^s the Spaniard says;* eic^ 
ckimed the Major, << and some beggaiiy gil- 
ly may get it while I stand prsiting here.'' 

The project of booty havifig at onee 
driven out of his head both Oustavas and 
the pn^rant, he set spurs to Loyalty's Re- 
ward, and rode off through the field of 
battle. 

<f There goes Aie hound," said Menteith, 
** toeddng the face, and trampliiig on tb^ 
body, ^ many a better man than himself; 
and aa eager on his sordid spoil as a vuU 
tare that stod[» upon carrion. .Yet -this 
man llie world calls ^ soMier^^nd you, 
my: lord, s^ect him as worthy of th€ ho* 
noma oi' chivaky, if such they can at this 
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dajt)? tero^d. You have, raacje tb^ifoliar 
of knightbood the decpr^ttpi) of a m?re 
blood- hound." 

" What caa I do ?" «aid Montrose^ » «* I 
had no bones to give him, ai:!t4'l ci^HDOt 
follow the cbase alone* BeaideS) the ^og 
has good qualities," ; // 

" ^ "If nature has given him such,'*^:^id 

Menteitb, " habit has cQiiyerCtii t^i^ai i^to 

' • ■ ' ' ■ ' ■ 

feelings of intense selfishness. Hfe may 
he punptilioius €0ncerning.h>d ir^udtttoni 
and brave in tbe e^cetuliofi ijf.bis duty, 
but it is only because without the^ qua- 
lities be cwjnot rUe in service i-rttrwy, his 
very benevolence is selfish ; he xnijrdc^nd 
hrs companion while he kept his feet but 
the in$t4(it be i? /dawrf,;Sjr:Dugald will 
be as ready to qa^ him of 'bis^«Qie# as 
he is to eon vert the skin of Gustavua inta 
a buff jerkin.- . :- ? . - 

•« And yet, if all this were true, txitmin^^ 
answfred Montrose, *V there is something 
convenient in commanding a soUieri upon 
whose inojtivos and springs of ibitloo fm 
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can calculate to mathematical certainty. A 
fine spirit like yours, my cousin, alive to a 
thousand sensations to which this man's is 
as impervious as his corslet, — it is for them 
that thy friend must feel, while he gives'his 
advice." Then, suddenly changing his tone, 
lie asked Menteith when he had seen An- 

not Lyle. \ 

The young Earl coloured deeply, and 
answered, " Not since last evening, — ex- 
cepting,'' he added, with Hesitation, " for 
one monient, about half an hour before 
the battle begari.^' 

•< My dear Menteith,'* said Montrose 
very kindly, "were you one of the gay ca- 
valiers of Whitehall, who are, in their way, 
as great self-seekers as chir friend Dalgetty, 
should 1 need to plague you with enquiring 
into such an amourette as this ! it would 
be an intrigue only to be laughed at. But 
this is the land of enchantment, where nets 
strong as steel are wrought out of ladies' 
tressefi, and you are exactly the destined 
knight to be so fettered. This poor girl is 

VOL. |V. M 
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exquisitely beautiful, and hiE^s talents form- 
ed to captivate, your rpqiantic tempen-r- 
You cannot think of injuring her— -yoii 
camwt think of marrying her ?" 

*' My lord/' replied Menteith, ** you 
have repeatedly urged this jest, for so I 
trust it 19 tneant, somewiiat beyond bqunds. 
AnnotLyle is of unknown birth, — a captive^ 
«— the daughter, probably, of some obscure 
outlaw ; a dependant on the hospitality of 
the M'Aulays.'' 

"X)o not be angry, Menteithi'' said the 
Marquis, interrupting him ; ** you love the 
classics, though not educated at Mareschal 
College; and you may remember hov 
many gallant hearts captive beauty has 
subdued : — 

Movit Ajacem Telamone nadum^ 
Foma captivs; dominum, Tecmessae.-^ 

In a word, I am seriously anxious about 

this-»--I should not have time perhaps," he 

said very gravely, ** to trouble you with 

tay lectures on the subject, wcyre your fed- 

10 
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iDgs, wd those of Annot, alone interested ; 
but you have a dangerous rival in Allan 
M'Aulay; and there is no knowing to 
what extent he may carry his resentment. 
It is my duty to tell you that the King's 
service may be much prejudiced by dissen* 
sions betwixt you.'* 

** My lord/' said Menteith, «* I know 
what you mean is kind and friendly; 1 hope 
you will be satisfied when I assure you^ 
that Allan M^Aulay and J have discu/ss^d 
this circumstance; and thai I have ex- 
plained to him, that it is utterly remote 
from my character to entertain dishonour* 
able views concerning this unprotected fe- 
male ; so, on the other hand, the obscurity 
of her birth prevents my Uiiuking of her 
upon other terms. I will not disguise from 
your lordshipt what I have not disguised 
from M* Aulay, — that if Annot Lyle were 
born a lady» she should share my name 
and rank ; as matters stand, it is impos- 
sible. This explanation,. I trust, will.satis- 
fy. your lordship, as it has satisfied a less 



*J^ 
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fea^onable person." Montrose shrugged* 
his shoulders. 

" And like true cbanopions in romance^** 
lie said, " you have agreed, that you are 
both to worship the same mistress, asido- 
lators do the same image, and that neither 
shall extend his pretensions further/* 

*« I did not go so far, my lord,** ans'»<'er- 
cd Menteith — •« I only said in the present 
circumstances, — and there is no prospect of 
their being changed, — I could, in duty ta 
myself and family, stand in no relation to 
Annot Lyle, but as that of friend or bro* 
ther— but your lordship must excuse tae ;• 
I have," said he, looking at his arm, round 
which he had tied his handkerdiief, " a 
slight hurt to attend to/* 

•* A wound,** said Montrose, anxiously; 
*• let me see it. — Alas !" he said, *« I should 
have heard nothing of this, had I not v^u- 
tured to tent and sound another more se- 
cret and more rankling one. Meiiteith, I 
am sorry for you — I too have known — ^but 
what avails it to awake sorrows whidh have 
long slumbered ?** 



. So saj^gt he shook hands with his nable 
kinsman, and walked into the castle. 

Anpot. Lyle, as was not unusual for fe- 
males in the Highlands, was possessed of a 
sl^ht degree of medical and even surgical 
skilL It ma J readily be believed that the 
precession of surgery, or medicine, as a se- 
parate art» was unknown, and the few rude 
rules which they observed were intrusted 
to women, or to the aged, whom constant 
qasualties, afforded too much opportunity 
of acquiring expedience. The care and' at-' 
tention, accordingly, of Annot Lyle^ her 
attendants, and others acting under her div 
repttpn, had made her services extremely 
useful during this wild campaign. And. 
most readily had these services been ren- 
dered to friend and foe, wherever they 
qpuld be most useful. She was now in an 
apartment of the castle, anxiously superin- 
tending the preparation of vulnerary herbs, 
to be applied to the wounded ; receiving 
reports from difierent females respecting 
those upder their separate i:faaiige» and dis- 
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tributing What means she hai) for their re« 
lief, when Allan M*Aulay soddenlj enter- 
ed the af^artment She started, for she 
had beard that iie had left the camp upon 
a distant mission ; and, however accustom- 
ed she was to the gloom of his counte- 
nance, it seemed at present to have even a 
darker shade than usual. He stood bdfhre 
her pwfecdy silent, and she felt the neces* 
sity of being the first to speak* 

<* I ^oaght,** she said, with some eflbrt, 
•* ydtt ha4 already set out.** 
- ^< My companioni awaits me,** said Alkn ; 
«* 1 go instantly?* 

Yet still he stood before her, an^ held 
her by the arm, with a predsure which, 
though insufllcient to give her pain, made 
her sensible of his great personal strength, 
his hand dosing on her like the gripe of a 
manacle. 

^ «^ Shall I take the harp ?** she said, in a 
timid voice ; ** ts-^is the shadow falling 
upon ,ymi ?* 

Instead of repl^iog, be led her to the 
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window of the apartflieot, wbi<^ cMiiiMrtid* 
ed a view Df the field of the sUin^ M^ith ail 
its boFTorSa It was thick spread with dead 
^yt^l wpundedy aod the spoilers were busy 
tearing; the clothea froBi the victims of 
war ^nd feudal ambitioni with as much ia 
dii&ii^uce as if they had not beeti of the 
same specie^ and themselves exposed, <pecw 

^JPNr ^ imnrrow to the same fate. 
^* Does tl^ sight pleane ycm ?*' smd M** 




^ II is hideous,^ said Annot, eoverii^ 
her.^eft with her hands ; •« How can you 
bid me look upon it ?* » 

« You roust be enured to- it," said he^ 
^ if you remain with this destined host'->- 
you will soon have to search such a field 
for my brother^s corpse-^OT Menteith's-^ 
fte mine''— but thftt will be a more indiffer-^ 
^nt task— You do not love me !*• ^ 

** This is the first time vou have taxed 
me wi^ unkindness,'* aaid Annot, weep- 
ing. «« You are my brother— »my preser 
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ver~«y protector— jitid can* I then biit 
love you ? Bat yoar hoar of darkaess is 
approaching, let me fetch my harp J -^ — =-*' \ 
" Bemain," said Allj|ti, still holding 
her fast j ** be my visions from heaven or 
h^l, or from the middle sphere of disem* 
bodied spirits — 'or be they, as? the Saxon» 
bold, but the delumotis of an overheated 
fanfcy, they do not now influence me; I 
apeak the language of the natural, of the< 
visible world.— You love not me, Annot — 
yoa love Menteith— ^by him you are be- 
loved again,^ and Allan is- no more to you 
than 'one of the corpses which encumber 
yonder heath.'** ' 

^ It cannot be supposed that this strange 
speech conveyed any new information to 
her who was thus addressed. No wcmian 
ever lived who could not in the same cir- 
cumstances, have discerned long since the 
state of her lover's mind* But by thus sud- 
denly tearing off the veil, thin as it was, Al- 
lan prepared her to expect consequences 
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Violent in proportion to the enthusiasm of 
his character. She made an efibrt to repel 
the charge he*had stated. 

" You forget,'^ she said, ** your own 
worth and nobleness when you insult so 
very helpless a beings and one whom fate 
has thrown so totally into your power. You 
know who and what I am, and how impos- 
sible it is that Menteith or you can use lan- 
guage of a&ection to me; beyond that ef 
friendship. You. know from what unhap* 
py race I have too probably derived my 
existence." 

<« I will not believe it," said AUan* im^ 
petaously ; " never 60 wed crystal drop 
from a polluted spring." 

** Yet the very doubt/* pleaded Annof , 
^ should make you forbear to use this laa* 
guage to me." 

" I know," said M*Aulay, « it places a 
bar between lis-^^^bul I know also thatit di- 
vides you not so inseparably from Menteith. 
—Hear me, my beloved Annot!— leave this 
ioene of terrors and danger — go with m$ 

MS 
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to Kintail — I w?!l place you In thebotile 
of the noble Lady^fSeafdrth— or you shall 
• be removed in safety to IcolmfcUli where 
some women y6t devote tbem«elve* to the 
worship of God, after the custom of aur 
aiicestor&.^ 

^ You consider not what you ask of 
-mes^^-repiied* Annot ; «**to urtdertake suehr a 
journey under your sole guardbftshipi wet^ 
to shew me less scrupulous than m»iden 
ought* I will remain htie^ Allan-^bere uxu 
der the protection of the noble Montrose ; 
aritt when his motions next approach ttio 
Lowjunds, I will contrive some proper 
means to relieve you of one^ who has» she 
knows not how, become an object of dia^ 
like to you." 

AUaO stood as if uncertain whether to 
give way to sympathy with her distress^ or 
to.angt^r at her resistance. 

« Annot,** he said, * you know too w^ 
how little your, words apply to my feelings 
towards you-^but you avail yourself of your 

power, and yourc^ica ia my departuret» aa* 



removing a spy upon your intercourse with 
Menteith. But beware both of you/' he 
added, in a stem tone $ ** for when was it 
ev^ heard that an injury was of&red to 
Allan M^AuU^ fw w}iich bo exacted not 
tenfold vengeance!" 

So saying, he pressed her arm forcibly, 
pulled the bonnet over bis bl:aws» aod strode, 
out of the apwtiBent^ 
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CHAPTER xrti. 
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After you're gone. 



' ^ "^ T grew acquainted with my heart, and seardi'd' 
: . WhUt aliiT'd it so.— Alas! IfoaUd it lov^ . . 

Yet i^ from lust, for could I but have lived 
In presence of you, I had had my end. 

PhiLastxb. 

Annot Lyle had now to contemplate 
the terrible gulph which Allan M'Aulay's^ 
open declaration of love and jealous bad 
made to open around her. It seemed as if 
she was tottering on the very brink of de* 
struct ion, and was at once deprived of 
every refuge^ and of all human assistaiic6« 
She had long been conscious that she loved 
Menteith dearer than a brother } indeed, 
ifow could it be otherwise, considering 
their early intimacy, — the personal merit 
of the young ttobleman^«p-4iis asaiduotti at* 



tetitions^ — and his infinite superiority in 
geatleness^f disposition, and grace Of man- 
ners, over the race of rude warriors with 
whom she lived ? But her affection was of 
that quiet, timid, meditative c^racter, 
which sought rather a reflected share in tbt 
happiness of the beloved object, than form- 
ed more presumptuous or daring hop^s^ --A 
little Gaelic song^ in whkh she 6&presse4 
her feelings, has been translated by the in- 
genioas and unhappy Alexander McDo- 
nald } and we willingly transcribe the 
lioes,: — 

Wer't thou, like me, in fife's low vale, 
^ WiUi thee how blest, that lot Vd share ; 
,. *Wiili these I'd fly wherever gai& 
I Coiild wsSt, or bounding gall0y bear^ 
But parted by severe decree, 
*' Far different must our fortunes prove ; 
*" May thin6 be joy— etiough for me 
To weep and p^ay for him I love. 



• > 



, The pangs thia foolish heart must feelt 
When'hope shall be for ever flown« 
^ 1^0 sullen inurmur shall reveal, 
' . . No jeUih mtirmdrs etet o%au 
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Like a p«W drooping mourner j»ove» 
While I can think my secret tears 
May wound the heart of him 1 lore. 



' The fiirious dedaration of Alfari had de- 
rtroyed the romantic plan irhich she had 
•fofined, of nursing in secret hef pensive 
tendernes9| without seeking any other re- 
quttat* Lo^g before thii^, she had drea^ded 
Ailan» as inuch as gratitude, and a sense 
Aat he softened towards her a temper so 
haughty and so violent, could permit her 
to do ; but now she regarded him with im- 
alloyed terror, which a perfect knowledge 
of his disposition, and of his preceding his- 
tory, ^too well authorised her to entettain* 
Whatever was in other respects the noble- 
ness of his disposition, he had never been 
known to resist the wilfulness of passion,—^ 
he walked in the house, and in the country 
of his fathers, like a tamed lion, whom no 
one dar^d to contradict, lest they should 
awaken his natural vehemence ot passion. 
So many yeai» hod klaj^ed ^ae& die haul 



experieQeed ecmtradictioiis of even tixp€M- 
tulation, that probably loothing but the 
strong good sense, which, on all pointii^ 
hig mysticism excepted, formed the ground 
Qf his cbaracter, preveBied bis proviog an 
annoyance and terror to the whole fiei^ih 
Ji)ourhoad. But Annothad no time to dwell 
VpoQ her fears, being interrupted by tbie Mh" 
(rani^e of Sir Dugakl Dalgetty. 
. It inay well l^ supposed, that the sceties 
10 which this person had passeck his; former . 
lifet had not much calculated him to shin^ 
jid fjeoiale society. He himself felt a so«t 
of consciousness that the language of thie 
l^^raqkt guards room^ and parade, was not 
j^^pei: to entertain ladies. The onlyrpeace^ 
ptl [>art of his life had been spc^t at Mac*- 
schal College, Aberdeen ; and hf^ h^d fbi^ 
got. the little he had learned there* ex^ 
<:ept the arts of darning his own hq^ei and 
dispatchi,ng his commons with unusual c^ 
lemy, both, which arts had since been kep| 
!^ £P<>d exejcise by the necessity of fre# 
%(l^nt,prdi^tj^e. StjU it w^ ffomm iv^ 
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perfect recolkction of what he had acquired 
during this pacific period, that he drew his 
sources of conversation when. in company 
with women ; in other words, his language 
became pedantic when it ceased to be mi- 
litary. 

•« Mistress jflinnot Lyie," said he, upon the 
present occasion, " I am just now like the 
half-pike, or spontoon of Achilles, one end 
of which could wound, and the other cure 
—a property belonging neither to Spanish 
pike, brown- bill, partizan, halbert, Loch- 
aber-axe, or any other modern staff weapon 
whatever." 

This compliment he repeated twice ; but 
as Annot scarce heard him the first time, 
^nd did not comprehend him the second, 

* 

he was obliged to explain. 

*' I mean," he said, *^ JVli«tress Annot 
Lyle, that having been the means of an ho- 
nourable knight receiving a severe wound 
in this day's conflict,— he having pistolled, 
somewhat against the law of arms, 'my horse, 
which was named after the immortal King 
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of Sweden — I am desirous of procuring 
him such solacement as you, madam, can 
supply, you being like the heathen god 
Esculapius, (meaning possibly Apollo,) 
skilful not only in song and in music, but 
in the more noble art of chirurgery— opg^. 
que per orhem dicor.'^ 

" If you would have the goodness to ex* 
plain,*' said Annot, too sick at heart to be 
amused by Sir Dugald's airs of pedantie 
gallantry, 

. " Tbat« madam," replied the knight, 
•* tnay not be so easy, as I am out of the 
habit of construing — but we shall try. JDi^ 
€or^ supply ego-^l am called, — Opifer ? opi- 
ferl — I remember ngnifer dj\di Jwrcifer — 
b(it I believe opifer stands in this place for 
M. D., that is Doctor of Physic.'* 

" This is a busy day with us all," said 
Annot ; *^ will you say at once what you 
want with me ?" 

' '^ Merely," replied Sir Dugald, " that 
you will visit my brother knight, and let 
your maiden bring som^ txie^icaoaeut^ for 
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his wound, which the eatem tjo be whAt diQ 
learned call a ^»i»i(«^^to/!^.'V 

Annot Lyle never Img^red In the cause 
of humanUy. She inforiBed ii^ri^elf hastily 
pf the injure of the injurj;^. sohJ isterei^QS 
herself for the dignified ^irid chief wboia she 
had seen' at Darlinvarac^, and iv^ose pre^ 
sf^ace had s# much struck heri^ she hasten^ 
ed to lose the sense of her oiirn. sorrow for 
a ttcne» in the attempt to be usefol to aao* 
ther^ 

. % Dugild^ith ^at feM usfiei^J Aii^^ 
not Lyle to the cbais)he» 6f her ^ei&t^ ih 
>which, to her surprise, she found lK>rd 
^enteitfau She could not help blushing 
deeply at the oieetiBgi but to bide her cosi-' 
fusion, proceeded instantly to examine the 
wound of the .Knight ol' Ardemroh^y and 
easily satisfied l^erself that it was beyond 
her skill to cure it ; as for Sir Dugald, he 
f etumed to a large out^house^ on the floor 
of which, among other woiuoded naen^ was 
dcfp isited the peri^on of Ranald of the Mist. 
^« Mine 0I4 friend,*' said the Knight, ^< as 



t 



I told yM before; I would wiilhigfy do 
anything to pleasure you, in rfeturn for the 
wound ydu have received, while under my 
safe conduct. I have, therefore^ accord- 
ing to your tamest request, «eni Mrs An^ 
not Lyie to attend upon the wound of the 
Knight of Ardenvohr, though wherein her 
doitag so slioUld benefit you, I cannot ima- 
gine.«— I thii3 k you once spok^ of some blood 
relatioddhip i^eftween tbeni ; but a solda^ 
do, in GOfmniaiid a»d diarge like nie» haa 
other tktnga to trwbie his bead with than 
Highland genealc^tte^*'* 

And indeed, to do the worthy Major 
justice, he never enquired after, Ibtened to, 
Of recollected the business of other people, 
Qolesa it either related to the art military, 
w was jsomehow or ot-her connected with 
his own interest, in either of which cases 
his memory Was very tenacious. 

** And now, my good friend of the Mist^** 
said he, *' can you tell me what hi^ become 
of your hop^ut grandsoni as I have not 
seen him since he assisted me to <lisarm 
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afteir the action, a negligence ^hich deser- 
vcth the strapado." 

** He is not far from henc^" said the 
wounded outlaw—" lift not your hand upon 
hixOy for he. is man enough to pay a yard 
of leathern scourge with a foot of temper- 
ed steel." 

"A most improper vaunt," said Sir Du* 
gald ; " but I owe you some favours/ Ra«- 
naldj and therefore shall let it pass." 

'* And if you think you owe me any thing»^ 
jiaid the outlaw, "it is ir> your power to re- 
quite me by granting me a boon." 
. ** Friend Ranald," answered Dalgetty, 
*| I have read of these boons in. silly story* 
books, whjereby simple knights were dra\«n, 
into engagements to their great preji^iice ; 
wherefore, Kanald, the more prudent 
knights of this day never promise any- 
thing until they kaow th$t they may keep 
t)}eir word anent th<9 premises, without 
any displeasure or incommodement to 
^bems^lves, It may be^ you would have 
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me engage the female chirurgeon to visit 
jrour wound ; though you ought to con- 
tider, Ranald, that the Uncleanness of the 
place where you are deposited may some- 
what soil the gaiety of her garments, con- 
ocromg the preservation of which, you may 
have observed, women are apt to be inor- 
dinately solicitous. I lost the favour of 
the lady of the Grand Pensionary of Am- 
sterdam, by touching with the sole of my 
boot the train of her black velvet gown, 
which I mistook for a footcloth, it being 
half the roqm distant from her person." 

** It is not to bring Annot Lyle hither,** 
answered MacEagh, " but to transport me 
into the room where she is in attendance' 
up on the Knight of Ardenvohr, Some- 
what I have to say of the last consequence 
to them both." 

«« It is something out of the order of 
due precedence," said Dalgetty, ** to carry 
a wounded outlaw into the presence of a 
knight; knighthood having been of yore,' 
and being, in some respects, still, the high- 
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est military grade^ independent always of 
cammissioned officers, who rank according 
to their patents ; nevertheless, as your boon, 
as yoii call it, is so slight, It^all not deny 
compliance with the sameJ' So. saying, jbs 
ordered three files of men to transport iMac^ 
Bagh on their shoulders to Sir Dunoan 
Campbell's apartment, and he himself hask« 
ened before to announce the cause of bis 
being brought there. But such was ifae 
activity of the soldiers employedi tliat they 
followed htm close at the heels, and^ enter- 
ing with their ghastly burthen, laid Mac* 
Eagh. on th& floor of the apartment. His 
features^ naturally wild, were now distorted 
by pam ; his hands and scanty gwmeats 
stained with his own blo«xl, and those of 
others, which no kind hand bad swiped 
away, although the wound iii his side* had 
been secured by a bandage* 

^* Are jou,'' he said^ raising hi&head pain* 
fully towards the couch where lay stretched 
his late aids^onist, <^ he wbom men . odl 
the Knight of 4<rdeixvofar ?** 
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* . ■ .« • 

«* The same," answered Str IKuican,.— 
<< what would yon with one wiiuie boars 
are DOW numbered ?" 

** My hours are reduced to minutes/' 
said thevOiitlaw4 '* the more grace^ if I be- 
stow them in the service of one, whose 
hand-^ haf» ever been against me» as mine 
has been raised higher against him." 

^< Tbine higher agaiost me! — Crushed 
worm !''. said the knight, k)oking down, on 
his nsiserable adversary. 

« Yes," answered the outlaw, in a firm 

voice, ^ my arm hath been highest^ the 

wi3unds I have dealt havq been deepest^ 

thcmgh thine have neither been idle nor 

unfelt.«--I am Raiiahl JSdlaeEngh'^I am 

Jlanakl of the Mist-^the night thai 1 ^ave 

thy aantleto the winds ia one huge blaze of 

fire, is: now matched with the day in which 

you have fallen under the sword of my.f<i- 

thera,— rRemember the injuries thou hast 

done our tribe-^never were such inflicted, 

sav^. hy (m0i beside tbee« H^ thi^r si^t is 
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fated and secure against our vengeaticc^-a 
thort time will she w.** 

«« My Lord MenteitB,^ «aid Sir Duncan, 
raising himself out of his bed^ ^ this fs a 
proclaimed villain, at once the enemy of 
King and Parliament, of God and man — 
one of the outlawed banditti of the Mist; 
alike the enemy of your house, of the 
'M'Aulays, and of mine. I trust you will 
not suffer moments, which are perhaps my 
last, to be embittered by his barbarous tri- 
4«nph." 

«* He shall have the treatment he merits," 
«aid Menteith ; " let him be instantly re- 
moved."—- 

Sir Dugald here interposed, and spoke of 
lUnald's siervices as a guide, and his own 
-'pledge for his safety; but the high harsh 
tones of the outlaw drowned his voice. 

•* No/' said he, ** be rack and gibbet the 
word ; let me wither between heaven and 
earth, and gorge the hawks and eagles of 
Ben Nevis ; and so shall this haughty 
Knight, and this triumphant Thane, never 

4 



leArn die Moret I alone can impert i a- sq- 
t:ret ^hich would make ArdenvohrTft. heak 
leap witb'joy, were be in the death ag^fny^ 
and which the Barl^ Bf e»te.fth w^ft^^cr^ 
trlitae at 4ihe j^ee dt* (iis^rMd ear)dam#-^ 
Come hhber, Anndfc Ly W i»t2nd^ ^aMaig 
himself iwithutfexpecied strength } ^ear 
not the sight ot bim^o-^hom thott^htt^t 
clung in infancy.. Tell these proud ^Men, 
who disdain thee as the issue of miiie an- 
cieot race, that thou art no blood oC.ows 
— -»no daughter ol the race of the Mist, but 
born in ha)}s as lordly^ and cradled on 
couch as soft, as evfer soothed infafecy In 
theit proudest pala<}es.'' ': 

«< In the iiatbe df G^d/* said Menteith, 
tremblipg with emotion, << if you ^now 
^fight of the birth of this lady, do thy con- 
science the justice to disburden it of the 
secret before depaHing jfa^om this wwld ?' 

<< And bless my enemies with my dyii^ 
iireathf^ said MacJSagh,' looking at him 
malignantiy*— «! Such are the maxims your 

vol; iv. '■' n"-^ ••'•''« ■': -.■ " • 
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jj^ests preadi— *b4it wheiHOrtowarSs whom, 
do you practice them ? Let me know first 
the worth of my secr^ ere I pan witfa it— 
What would you give. Knight of Ai^ea- 
▼ohr/ to know that your superstitious ftsts 
iMVe been vatn; and that there still remains 
a descendant of your hpcise ?-*»! pause t» 
an answer-^withottt i^ 1 spei^ not one 
word morc#*' 

^' I could»'' said Sir Duncauj h^ voice 
struggling between the emotions of doabtt 
hatred, and anxiety«-^^< I could^^but tiiat 
I know thy race are likB the Great Enemy, 
liars and murtherers from the beginning**- 
but could it be true thou tellest me, I qouM 
almost forgive thee the injuries thou hast 
doneme.'' 

<< Hear it !" said Ranald ; ^hehathVa- 
gered deeply for a son of Diarmid— 'And 
you, gentle Thane — ^the report of the camp 
saysi that you would purchaise witii life and 
lands the tidings that Annot Lyle was no 
daughter of proscription^ but of a race no- 
ble in your estimation as your own— Well 
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— 4t is for up love I.tdl you-^The time 
has been that I would have exchanged this 
secret against liberty, I am now bartering 
it J^ what is defur^ thi^n liberty or life.-— 
An^ Lyl€^.is the. youngest, the sole sur- 
viyiog child of the Knight of Ardenvofar, 
iHio alone was s|¥ed when all in his halls 
bcwdes was given |o bloo^ wd aphes.** 

^' Can this man speak truth ¥* said An* 
not JfylCf scarce knowing what she said; 
** or is this some strange delusion ?" 

/< Maiden^'' replied Banald, << hadst thou 
dwelt longer wijjbi uSy thou wofddis^ have 
better learnt to know ta distinguish the 
accei^^ts of truth* To that Saxon lord, and 
ta tl)e Kqight of Ardenyohr, I will yield 
such prools of what I have spoken, that in* 
credulity ;shall stand convinced. Mean- 
time wthdraw^^I lov^d thine infancy* I 
hate not thy youth-r-no eye hates the rose 
in its blossom^ though it groweth upon a 
thorn* and for thee only do I something 
regret what is soon to follow* But he that 
wQul4 9venge him of his foe most not reek 



392 rkta or kr LiLKDCOBD. 



though tbr i^dcss ^ be eng^ed in the 



ruin.* 



'« He advises' well^ Amiot,'' ' said Lwd 
Menteidi ;^ ^ in Ood's name retire ! il^if 
there be aught in this/, your iheetitag with 
Sir Duncafrmustbemdrt prepared for both 
your sakek,^ * ' ^ 

" I Witt" not part finotri my fether, if-i 
have found ottti** said Atotaw^-*^!' will 
not part frdnr him' uiidef circumstaiiees so 
terrible.'' 

^< And'a father you Azil ever find in 
me/' murmured Sir Duncan. 

«• Then,*' said Menteitb, " I will have 
MacEagh temoved' inter aix adjacent ^apart- 
ment, and^ifi cottect'the evidence of his 
tale myself. *Sif Dugald-^Dalgetty wSl ^ve 
me his attendance and'^ssistance.^^ 

«* With pleai^ure^ my lord,** answered Sir 
Dugald.-^^I wifl * b€ your -conscssor, or 
assessor— either or both, Noonecanbeso 
fit, for I had hefard the whole stor^a month 
ago at Inverara castle-^but onslaughts like 
(hat of Ardenvohr conftise each other id 



A XEGEKB or HOVrtLOSE. 298 

my memory^ which is besides occupied vrith 
matters of more importance.^ 

Upon hearing this frank declaration^ 
which was made as they left the apartment 
with the wounded man. Lord Menteith 
darted upon .Pjaljgetty , a look of extreme 
anger and disdain, to which the self-con- 
ceit of the worthy commander rendered 
him totally insensibly* 



\ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



i 
i 



lamasfraeasnaturairstniKleiaMi^' ' , •»' 
£ie tbe tiase Uiw8 of servitude began, . 
When wild in woods the noble savage ran. 

ConqueitofGranadd^ 

The Earl of Menteith as he had under- 
taken, so he proceeded to investigate more 
closely the story told by Ranald of the 
Misti which was corroborated by the exa- 
mination of his two followers^ who had as- 
sisted in the capacity of guides. These de- 
clarations he carefully compared with such 
circumstances concerning the destruction 
of his castle and family as Sir Duncan 
Campbell was able to supply ; and it may 
be supposed he had forgotten nothing re- 
lating to an event of such terrific import- 
ance. It was of the last consequence to 
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* * 

^ove that tbis was no invention of^he. 
outlaw's, for the purpose of passing an im- 
postor as the cliild and heiress of Ardent 

voh?. 

Pferhaps Menteith, so much interested 
id believing the tale, was not altogether 
the fittest person to be entrusted with th« 
iiivestigatibn -of its truth i but the exa- 
minatioBs of the ChilSren of the Mist wei«> 
simple, accurate, and in all respects consii* 
tent with each other, A personal m^k 
was referred to, which was knpwnto have 
been borne by the infent childof Sir Dajo- 
can, and which appeared on the left shoul- 
der of Anriot I^le. It was abo well re- 
membered, that when the miseraWe relics, 
of the other children hafr baen coHeeted, 
those of the. infant had no where, been 
found. Other cixGumstances of evid6w»i 
which it is unnepessary to quote, brought 
the fullest conviction not only to Menteslii, 
but to the unprejudiced miad of Mdotroae,- 
that in Annot Lyle, a hum Wie dependanti , 
distmguished only by beauty ; and latent. 
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Aty men in future lo cetpeet the heiress of 
Afdenrohr* 

f Whfle 'Menteith basttned to eonmunr.. 
cate the result of these enquiries to the per* 
sbiis nHBtiiatarested^ the outlaw demaad* 
ed to speak with his gnaodchild, whom he 
UBuaUy railed his som . 

«MIc wouldbe&uiid,'^hfe said, ** in the 
outer apartment, in which he himself had 
been originally deposited.'' 
: Aecdrdingly, the young flEavagCi after a 
dose search, was found larking In a Comer, 
coiled up 'anionj^ soote ' rotten strasvi; and 
brought to hi^ grandsire. 

'•• Kenneth,*^ said the old outlaw, «• hear 
the last words of the sire of thy father. A 
Saxon soldier, and Allan of the Red-hand, 
leflt ihis camp within these few hours^ to 
trarel to- the country of Caberfae^ Pursue 
them as the blood^hound pursues the hurt 
deer— *sWih) the lake-*-cUmb the mountain 
-^thread the forest-starry not until you join 
them f and then the countenance of the 
lad daii^ened as his grandfather spoke, and 
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he laid his bazid .upon^ a toiife whieh $tiiidk 
in the tboi^ of leather. which coofiaed his 
scanty pfaud. > ^ Ko/' aid the«old man, << it 
ii Jiot <by Jthy ^ hand ^he « niust faU. They 
«nU iaab the newa Irom ^e oamprr-say t0 

them ^bat Annot Lyle^of the Harp is (tis* 
covered to <be 4he-daughter of Duncan oi 
And«wiv«»hr } ^thatthe Thane*of Menteilh is 
to xmd her befof a the priest ; and that you 
areisent to bid guests to the bridaU Tarry 
not their Answer, but vanish like the light* 
nii^^wben the Hblaok. cloud awallows it— 
And I now depart, believed schu of my best 
beloved ! I ^hall never more see thy face^ 
npriieur the light sound of thy footstep-*- 
yet taoy-an instant and hear my last charge 
^^remember- the^fate of our race» and quit 
not the ancient manners of the Children <rf 
the MiSt. We are now a straggling hand-* 
fuly driven from every vale by the sword of 
every clan, wharulein the possessions where 
thek forefiithers hewed the wood, and drew 
the water to ours. But in the tmcKet of 

V 

the wilderness^ and in the mist of tne moun> 



teiiit KfsineAt ton of.£rQMbt» iieep thutt 
.iuiM>HVl the frejadom wbidil iMve dice as 
.a birth^nght. Barter it. nol neither for the 
rich garmient^ nor.fiir the stone r<k)^ nor 
fer the ccivered boardt nor for the couch of 
i)awn~on tl^ rocfct or in this vaUey» in 
abundance or in &aiine— in the leafy atun- 
itief» and in the days of the iron viiilttr*~ 
Son of the Mist ! be firee as thy forefiithns. 
Own no lord; — receive no laiw-i>^akeno hke 
-^give no stipend*<4wild. no hiit^^tdnckMe 
no pasture*--sow no grain ; — let the deer df 
the mountain be thy flocka and herds^f 
these fail thee, prey upon the goods of our 
oppre$son-*-H)f theSai^ona^ and, of thaGael 
who are Saxons in their souls, vahiiag herds 
and flocks ipore than honour and freedoa. 
Weil for us that they do so^— it aflEords 
the broader scope for our revenge. Be- 
member those who have done kindness to 
our race, and pay tlv^ serviiees with thy 
blood, should the hour require it. If a 
JV^acIan shall come to thee with the head 
of the king's son in his handy shelter him. 



tlunigb tfie aveagiiig nmyof ite (ktber 
were behind him ; for in Giencoe and Ard^ 
iaifNrohan» ve have dwjelt in pttce in the 
7W8 that bive gone bjr. The sons of 
Diaond-^the race of Darnlinvarach—tke 
iidan of 'Menteith-^niy curse on thy bead, 
CkiS^d' of the Mist, if thou spare one of 
febdae names, when the time shall ofiar for 
cmtingtiieai off! and it will come anon, for 
lime own sworda shall devour «ach other, 
jand those who are scattered shall Af to the 
iibt, and pertsh by its Children. Once 
more, begon0*-«^hake the dust frond thy 
£wt against the habitations of men, whether 
baoded t<^t^er for peace or for war. Fare- 
weiii beloired! and may^st thod die like 
Ihy forefisdiers, ere infirmity, disease, or 
age ^all break t^y spirit— begone !-*be* 
gcNie I'^i^livefvee-^reqiiite kindness— ^avenge 
tiie injuries of thy race." 

The.youngaavage atooped, and kissed the 
bf ow of has dying parent j but accustomed 
from infancy to suppress every exterior 
sign of emotion^ he parted without tear or 
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of 'MotttroBt^fi eaoip. 

: 'Mr- Dttgidd D^^tty, Vfko wm pmenk 
diirtiig tke latter pirt "Of tfab Bceoe^ xmM 
v<ry^ little edified by the oondUok of Jiae- 
Ba^h mpcm* tlie oocaaioo* ^. I. ccmiot 
tki»k» my friend Raaak}/' said lie, ^ tfaat 
yon are in the beat poaaiUe road fisr a 
d^ogman. StoiiM, <Mialaoghta» nwHwacgea^ 
tbebummg of saburbs, are a seidm^ daaty 
wtark, aad arejilattfiedby theneeean^ofidi^ 
caa^seebig that th)&^ wre done » the coarse 
of duty ; for burniog'of subttrbB^ inpartioo* 
lar> it fisay be aaid that' they ate traitofs and 
cat-tbro$te to all fortified towns* Hence^ait 
i& fjlatn, that a wldier is a ptfoftnuMi pec»» 
liarly favoured iby Heaven,, seeing tibat'we 
may hope for salvation, althoQgh we dttiy 
commit aotions of so gftat vjolence.-^ Bnt 
then, Ranald, in all aervims of Emope, it 
is the ouitbm of <be dj^ng soldier not to 
iFttimt'him of sucb doipsgs^ or to leeom* 
mend them to hs fellows ; but, ^on the i&onk 
trary, to express •contritioD for the 
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aod to w^^isd^ m^ bftre rejpnfted to Mn, 
some comfortable prayer; wkicb» if you 
pteue,. i mak iiiterctde iifilUi bts. flxoeilra* 
cy?& chaplain to prefer ^n yoAr account* 
It JAkxkberwiae .tw'poiBt of my d«ty to put 
yoii. imntEnA of tkobe iimgB ; osly k may 
be fcr tfasreas6tOf your conscience to dqpafrt 
moreilikeaGhmtiao^ and- less like a Tmk^ 
than TgMKfJwm to be ir aiair way of doifigJ' 
>Tbe ioitlf answer of the dying nfaor^for 
acsttcdi; 'Bamdd .Macfiagb might now be 
cemiiefid)^--*wa8 a reqiieat to be raised ^to 
such a posttiim tb€t he mi^t olMain aiiiitw 
fcoQi; the windoif^ of the Castle. The deep 
fiwt mid; whieh had long s^led upon the 
top'^e^ ito*inomdftin8| was now rdllmg 
down eacii rrii^ed g^en - and gully, where 
the;<cra|^ ridges shewed tte^ir black and 
trmgnlmr^iMtime, like desert iriands riaii^ 
above the oceaii^ vafKmr. ^* Spirit of tto 
MiatP saidR»aIdMac£agby«<eaUedbyiwr 
race our father> and oitr (nreserver-— receive 
into tthy^tabenoacleof ekwidsy whea this 
pang da over, himli4iomi& life thou bast so 
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often sheltered/' fiosayii^yjie'sank.back 

into the arias cf those who upheld hitn, 

spoke 00 further word, bottofiied his &ce 

to the wall for a diort space. 

. << I believe/' said Dalgetty^ ^ Jny fimid 

Ranidd will be £ouii4 in his. heait to be 

^little better than a heallien." And he xe- 

^Mff^d bis proposal to procure ihioa tte aa- 

ststanceofX>rWisheart; M<»rtrm6's«iilkary 

chaplain ; ^*a mao,'' saadSir Di^sdd, *^ very 

4;Iever in his ex^reiset and who will da. ^tt« 

edition 00 your sns in tesa time tbott I 

vcoiold smoke a pipe of tobacco.- ' 

^* Saxon/' said the dying map^ *^ ^>9ak 
to me no more of thy priest — I die. €011- 
tented. Hadst thou ever an. euMay against 
whom weapons were of no avaO—wliom 
the ball missed, and against wb<Hii t&e^- 
row shiveredt-^^nd whose baredoin laaaas 
impenetrable to aword and dirk aa^thy ^eel 
gfutnent ?*— I^eardst thou ever of such a 

€i Very frequently,, whai I served in Ger- 
maay/' replied Sir Dugald* ^* There was 



siidi a fiSlow at Ingolstadt; he was proof 
both against lead ahd steel. The soldiers 
ktffed htm with the butts i>f their nraskets.'* 

<< This impassible fo^i' said Ranald, 
w'itli&ut regarding the Major's interrup- 
lioii, ^ who has the blood dearest to me 
updn his hands-^to this ma6 I have m>ir 
bequeathed agony iS^ mind, jealousy, dis* 
pair, and todden death,--H)r a life ^ more 
iMsarable than death itsdf.' Such shalt be 
fbe* lot of Allan <^ the Red-hand, when he 
leams^tbat Annot weds Menteith; and i 
ask no more than the certainty that it H 
ao, to sweipten my own bloody end by his 
feaad.^ 

^ If that be the case," said the Maj<H*, 
^ there's no more to be said^ but I. shall 
take care as few people see you as possible, 
ibr I cannot think your mode of departure 
can beat aJl creditable or exemplary to a 
Christian army;''^ So sayings he left the 
apartment, and the son of the Mist soon 
after breathed his last. 

Menteith) in the meanwhile, leaving the 
new-found relations to their mutual feel- 
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ings of iDiqgled emotion, was ea^r}^ dis- 
cussing with Montrose, the cqnseqiiences,of 
tills discovery. *^ I should now fSi^e," s^A 
the Msrquisj ^* leven -had I fipt'bdbre^ ob- 
served that your interest in this ^discov^iyt 
my dear Menteitb, : has no em^ill referen^Q 
40 ' yQur own haf^iness. You love this 
newwfound lady^-^your afl^tion is leturp^ 
od*^ In point of birtht no .ejLceptioBS.cao 
be made ; in every other respect, hpr ad*' 
vantfiges are equal to thoae whiclr you 
yourself possess-^hink, however^ a roo-. 
ii|ent» Sir Duncan is a fitnatiC'^Brasby* 
terian at least— -in arms against the King ; 
be is only with us in the quality of a pri- 
soner^ and we are^ I fear, but at the com- 
maftctment of a long civil wan Is this a 
time» think you^ Menteithi foryoutomake 
proposals for hiis heir^s ? O what chance 
ia there that he will now listen to it V^ 

Passioui an ingeniousi as well as an elo^ 
quent advocate, supplied the young noUe* 
mail with a thousand answers to these ob* 
jectioBB. He reminded -Montroie that the 
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Knight of Anieitvohr was n^ith^r atbigot 
in politics nor teligton* He urged his own 
known) and prbved sceal for the royat citu^ 
and hinted that its influenee might, be ex* 
tended and strengthened by his wedding 
tlVe' hek*es8 of Ardenyohn He pleaded the 
dangerous atate of Sir Biltican'is wound^ 
t&e ^^islc which toiist be run by suffering 
ike y4ung lady to be carried into the couni 
tgy 'of 4he (C^mpbeUs, 'ivfaere, in case of her 
lather's death, or€OiM;inaed mdisposition, 
she must necessarily be placed under the 
gmi?dia&ship of iyrgyle^ ah ef ent fatal to» 
his (Ment6ith^«) ho^es, wileas he coul4 
stoop to purchase his &your by abandoning 
the Klng^s pkrty* 

Montrose allowed' the forcfe of these ar^ 
gijiments, ^nd own^, although the matter 
was attended with difficaity^. yet it seela* 
ed consistent with the King's service thatit 
shoyld be concluded as speedily as possible* 

•^ I could wish^" said he, •♦that it were all 
settled ii^one way or another, and that this 



f«ir Brtseis were removed from our camp 
before the return of our Achilles, Allan 
M^Aulay. — I fear soiqe fatal feud in that 
quarter, Menteith-— tand I believe it would 
lie b^t that Sir Duncan be dismissed on 
bis parole, and that you accompany )u3i 
and his daughter as his escort. The joar- 
ney can be made chiefly by water, so will 
not greatly incommode his wound-r^nd 
your own, my friend,, will be an honouta- 
))le excuse for the absence of some time 
from my campv 

<« Never/' said Menteith. «* Were I to 
forfeit the very hope that h^s so lately dawn* 
^ upon me, never will I leave yoiir Bxcel- 
lency's camjp while the royal standard -is 
displayed, I should deserve that this trif- 
ling scratch should g^grene axul consume 
my swoxd arm, were I ^pable of holding 
it as an excuse for absence at this crisis of 
the Kic^s affairs." 

*< Oa this then you ai'e determined ^ 
Moutroae. 
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• " As fired as Bcri-Nevis/ said the young 
noblemam. 

' «* You must thcB,** said Mofltrose, <« lose 
nb time in seeking ^n explanatioo with the 
Ktught of Ardenvohr. If this prove fa- 
▼Durabie, I will talk myself with the elder 
M^AuIay, atid we will devise means to em- 
ploy his brother at a distance from^ the 
arflSy until he shall be reconciled to Iris 
present disappointment. Would to God 
some vision would descend upon his ima^ 
gination fair enough to dUifterate a(H traces 
of Annot Lyle ! That perhiaps you think 
impossible, Menteith ? — Well, each to his 
service ^ you to that of Cupid, and I to 
that of Mars.'' 

r They parted, and in pursuance of tlie 
sfcfhfeme arranged^ Menteith, early on the 
ensuing morning, sought a private inter^ 
vi4w with the wounded Knight 'Of Arden- 
vohr, and communicated to him his suit for 
the hand of his daughter. Of their mutual 
attachment Sir Duncan was a^ari, but he 
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was not pr«|(ai:e4 £i;m^ Io eftly a >deelaration 
on the part of Menteitb4 He said, at firal^ 
that; he ^ad jlf^^y, per^a^s, indulged too 
i^nck in flings: of personal happiness^ at 
a timQ whep bis clan liad sustained so great 
a los§ and huprliatioii, and that he was un- 
willing ther^pre, farther to consider the 
adyan^menj; of his own house at a period 
90 c^Iaqito^s.^ ^ On ' ^he more' urgent xsuit 
of the f^litelo^cr, he r^^guested. 9^ few hours 
to 49Uberate and consult with his daughter 
vpon fi ^^leajtioAso highly important. 

. Thei Msult q£ tiiia interview ipid delibe*- 
Mtioq was, fayjcraral)le to Menteitfa* Sir 
Duqcfid Cao^bell vb^^ame f^Uy sensible 
that the happiness of his new-found daugh* 
ter depemded »pon a union with her lo^er ; 
WbA unl^ such was pfoyf forflOie4j he saw- 
thi^jt Argyle would throw n ^usafid pb* 
stacley ii) .tb|^ way oif a match in eyery re- 
spect acceptable to Jbimsel^ Mei^teitli's pri* 
vate clisir^cter; wa^ so excellent, apd such 
wat the rank %nd consideration due to hie 



fortune and family/ &at th6y out-balancedy 
ki Sir Duncan'B opinion, the diflbrerice iti 
their political opinions; Mor coiitd he hav^ 
resolvedy perhaps^ had his own opinion of 
ihe match been less favourable^ to decflinb 
an opportunity of iddulging the new-found 
eltild of'hi^ hopes. There w^s, besid^^ a 
feitMg dt pri^e whie^ dictated his defeif. 
mination. To produce theHeir*si"6r Ar- 
denvohr id the wbrld^as one who had'beeh 
educated a poor dependaiit and nii»sic&ib 
in the familf of Darhlinvaracb, 'had' some- 
thing in it that was humiliatitig* in> hltrb« 
^uce her as the betrothed bi^i or #e^ed 
wife, of the £arl<)flfenteith,' tipbn^^ at- 
tachment formed during her obscurity, was 
a warrant to the world that she had at all 
times been worthy of the rank to which 
she was elevated. 

It was under the influence of these con- 
siderations tliat Sir Duncan 43ampbell an* 
nounced to the lovers his consent that they 
should be married in the chapel of the 
Castle, by Montrose's chaplain* and as pri- 
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valely as possible. But when Montrose 
•hoald break upfrokss Inv^rlochy^ for which 
orders were expected in the course of a 
very few d^ys, it was. agreed thaV the young 
Countesa should depart with her father to 
his castle, and rema^m th^e until the cir^ 
cumstances pf the mtion permitted Meiir 
teith to re^e with |iM)j90|)rfrqiEi hi^ pnai9t 
military employmeBt Hia resolution being 
once taken, iSir Duncan Campbell would 
90t permit the maidenly scruples ofi, his 
daRighter to deli^ ita ej^qutkm y wd it was 
tbefe&te reralved that the bridal should 
taice place upon the next eveni^g» beii^ 
the second after the battle. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Ify^BMid— mjrbloe-ejcd mM, he boie sfmy^ 
D«e to Uie toils of many a bloody d^. 



Jt was necessaryi for many reasons^ that 
Aogtis M'Aulay, so long the kind protect- 
oi^fOf Annotl^yle^ should be made acquaint- * 
ed with the change in the fwtunes of hia 
late protegee ; and Montrose, as he had un- 
dertaken, communicated to him these re- 
markable events. With the careless and 
cheerful indifference of his character, he 
expressed much more joy than wonder at 
Annot's good fortune ; had no doubt what- 
ever she would merit it, and as she had al- 
ways been bred in loyal pritaciples, would 
convey the whole estate of her grim fana- 
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ticsd &tlier to some lionaM. StMow whcr lo- 
Ted the king. << I should imre no objec- 
tion thatmy brother Allan Criedbtschuice,'' 
added he, ** notwithstanding thiit Sir Dun- 
can Campbell was die only man wbct ^«cr 
chatged Dadioyasacb > wttb inhospitatity. 
Annot Lyle could always charm Allan out 
of the. sullensy and who kiiMPS^ whether 
matrimony might not make him moce a 
onan of this woiid ?" 

Montrose hastened to interrupt the prch 
^ress of his castle-building, by informli^ 
him that the lady ^^b already wo<^. and 
wcm, and, with her father's approb&ttan, was 
almost iminiediately to be wedded to tus 
kinsman^ the Earl of Menteith ^ andlhat^ 
in testimony of the high respect due toM*- 
Aulay, so long the lady^s proteetdr, be was 
flow to request his presence at the cere- 
inony. M^'Aulay k)oked very grave at Uiis 
inttmation, and^rew up his pei^oii with'the 
air of one wh6 bought that he had been 
r^glected*/ 

« He ^lieeived," he said, *• that his uni* 
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i»m 'kMd Wetfttteat «f the joung lady, 

^ * ♦ 

while 80 HQTMy years under his roof, re- 
qi0e& 4lWMthtiig ilioir^ upoil such an occa- 
0teb^ tkaif ii bitf e eofflpliment of eeremohy. 
R0 iiiigh^ lie bought, << without aifro- 
l|(mc&,ld4re' expected to have been consult- 
eif. ' tie wished his kinsman of Mehteith 

well; no man could wish him better, but he 

» 

muM say he thmlght he had been hasty in 
this matter. Allan's . sentiments towards 
the young lady ■ had been pretty well un- 
defstood^, and he, for one, could not see 
why the superior pretensions which he had 
\ip6n her gratitude should have been set 
astdid, without at least undergoing some 
previous discussion.^ 

Montrose, seeing t6o well where all this 
pfointed, entreated M* Aulay to be reason- 
able, and to consider what probability there 
was that the Knight 6f Ard^nvohr could 
be brought to confer the hand of his sole 
hetress upon Aflan, whose undeniable ex*, 
cellent qualities were mingled with others, 
by which they frere overclouded in a man- 

VOL. IV* o 



oer that made all tremldetwho. ftppcoadk^ 
edjiim* v 

'< My locdy" said AngQs M'AiiIay, .^'.lAy 
brother Allan has, as Godoiade us al^ Auiita 
as well as merits; butibe is the best ^aod 
bravest. man of ;your ariny^ be, the otl^r 
'y9bo be mmy^ and therefore ill deserved that 
his happiness should have been so Uttle cch^- 
suited by your . Excellence'— rby. his own 
near kinsman---and by a young {lerson. who , 
owes all to him and to lus family.** 
. Montrose in vain. endeavoured to plfK^e 
the subject in a differeut %view; ,tlits was. 
the. point in. which Angus was determined. 
to regard it» and he was a man of that odi^. 
bre of understanding, who is incapshAe of 
being convinced when he has onpeadq^d 
a prejudice. Montrose now asmmed a 
higher tone» and called upon Angus tQ take 
care how he nourished any. sentimienta 
lyhich might be prejudicial to his M^e^ly'a 
service. He pointed out to him^ that, he 
was peculiarly desirous that. Allan's, e^rta 
should not be interrupted in the course of. 

13 
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^ Up present mission. ^< A mission,'* he saidi 
«< highly honourable for himself, and Kkely 
to prove most advantageous to the King's 
cause. He expected his brother would 

* bold no communication with him upon 
other subjects^ nor stir up any cause of dis« 
sension, which might divert his mind from 
a matter of such importance.'' 

Angus answered somewhat sulkily, that 
^ he was no make- bate, or stirrer up of 
quarrels; he would rather be a peace- 

^ . maker. His brother knew as well as most 
men how to resent his own quarrel^^-^^-as fot 
AUan^s mode of receiving ihformation, it 
wail generally believed he had other sources 
than those of ordinary couriers. He should 
not be surprised if they saw him sooner 
thMi^they expected." 

A promise that he would not interfere, 
was the farthest to which Montrose could 
bring this man, thoroughly good-tempered 
as he was on all occasions, save when his 
pride, interest, or prejudices were inter* 
fered with. And at this point he was iain 
to leave the matter for the present. 
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A more willing guest at the bridal cere-' 
Qit)Dyf certainly a more Willing attendant 
at the marriage feast, was to be expected 
in Sir Dugald Dalgetty, whom Montrose 
resolved to invite, as having been a copfi- 
daqt to the circumstances which precede4 
it. But even Sir Dugald hesitated, look* 
ed on the elbows of his doublet, and the 
Icnees of his leather breeches^ and mum- 
bled out a sort of reluctant acquiescence 
in the invitation, providing he should find 
it possible, after consulting with the noble 
bridegroom. Montrose was somewhat sur* 
prised, but scorning to testify displeasure, 
he left Sir Dugald to pursue bis own course. 

This carried him instantly to the cham- 
ber of the bridegroom, who, amidst the 
scanty wardrobe which his camp eqnipage 
affordedf was seeking for such articles as 
9%ht appear to the best advantage upon 
th^ approaching occasion. Sir Dugald en- 
tered, and paid his compliments^ with a 
very grave face, upon his approaching hap- 
piness, which, he said, ^^ be was very sorry 
he was prevented from witnessing/- 
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*Vln plain truthy'* said he, << I should bui 
disgrace the ceremony, seeing that I lack 
t bridal garment ; rents, and open seams, 
And tatters at elbows in the apparel of the 
assistants^ might presage a similar solution 
of continuity in your matrimonial happi- 
ness-^-^nd to say truth, my lord, you your* 
self must partly have the blame of this dis- 
appointjuent, in respect you sent me upon 
a fool's errand to get a bui&coat out of the; 
booty taken by the Camerons, whereas you 
might as well have sent tne to fetch a pound 
ef fresh butter out of a black dog's throat. / 
I had no answer, my lord, but brandished r 
dirks and broad-swprds, and a sort (^* growl'* * 
ing and jabbering in what they call titMr 
language; for my part, I believe these 
Highlanders to be no better than absolute 
pagans, and have been much scandalized 
by the manner in which my acquaintance, 
Hanald MacEagh, was pleased to beat his , 
final march, a little while since." 

In Menteitli's state of mind, disposed to 
be pleased with ^\try thing, and every 
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body, the grave complaint of Sir Dugtld^ 
furnished additional amusement He re« 
quested his acceptance of a very handsome 
buff-dress which was. lying on the floor; ^< I 
had intended it|*' he said, *<^ for my own bri« 
dal.garmentt as being the least formidable 
of my warlike equipments, and I have here 
no peaceful dress/' 

Sir Dugald made the necessary apolo- 
gies—would n6t by any means deprive— ^ 
and so fotthy until it happily occurred t<t 
him that it was much more according t0 
military rule that the Earl should be mar* 
tied in his back and breastpieces, which 
dress he had seen the bridegroom wear at 
ibe union of Prince Leo of Wittlesbach with 
the youngest daughter of oW George Fre- 
derick, of Saxony, under the auspices of 

the gallant Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion 
of the North, and so forth. The good- 
natured young earl laughed, and acquies- 
ced; and thus having secured at least one 
merry face at his bridal, he put on a light 
and ornamented cukass, concealed partly 
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tQra^veketcoat;* itiid partly by a broad blue 
^k scarfi which he wore over hi$ shoulder 
agreeAbly to hit rank i^ad the £uihimi of the. 
times. 

Every thing was nOw arranged^ and it 
^d been^8ettled, that, according to the cus- 
tom of the country the bride and bride^ 
groom should not again meet until Ichey 
were- before the altan The hour had afi 
ready struck that summoned the bride- 
groom thither, and he only aw^aited in a 
small ante^^room adjaceat to the chapel, for 
the MarquiSf wha condescended to act as 
bride's* man upon the occasion. Business re* 
bting to.the army having suddenly requir- 
ed the Marquis^ instant attention, Menteith 
waited his return, it may be supposed, m 
some impatience ; and when he heard the 
door of the apartment open, he said, laugh* 
ing, *^ Yqu are late upon parade*'* 

*^ You will &id I am too early,'' said AU 
Ian M^Aulay, who burst into the apart- 
ment. ^^ J>»w, Menteath, and defend your- 
self Hke a man^ or die like a dog 1^ 
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^* You av^ madt AllMi r lUMwered HeU- 
.teitb, astonished alike -at hisr sudden :^p. 
^pearance and at the unutterably fiiry of his 
demeanour. His cheeks were livid-^his 
e3?es started from their sockefs-^hts lips 
were covered with foam, and his gestures 
were those of a demoniac. 

•* You lie, traitor !" was his frantic reply 
— **you lie in that, as you lie in all you 
have said to me. Your life is a lie!'' 
I «^Did I not speak iiiy thoughts when I 
called you mad/' saidMentetthyind^nahtly^ 
{<« youp own life were a brief ooe. In what 
^io you charge me with deceiving yoii ?'^ 

*• You told me," answered M*AuIay; 
M that you would not many Annot Ly£e! 
♦—False traitor ! — ^she now waits ybii at the 
ahar." 

' . *< It is you who speak false," retorted 
Menteith. " I told you the obscurity of 
her birth was the only bar to our union — 
that is now removed \ and whomi dib you 
think youri^elf that I should yield tip my 
pretensions in yxmr favour V 
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. .« P»w then;" aaid M^AuIay ; ♦* we un- 
decstand e^h other*'' 
. ^< Not noW)" said Menteith^ *< aaidnot 
hereu AUaOt you know me well*^wait till 
to-morrow» and you shall have fighting 
enoughJ- 

" This hour — this instant^^-or nevw^" 
abswered M^AuIay. "Your triumph sliall 
not go farther than the hour which' is strio« 
ken. Menteitb, I entreat you by our rela* 
tionship-->by^>ur joint conflicts and labours 
— draw your sword, imd defend youi^Ufe!" 
Aa he spoke, he seized the EarPs hand, 
and wrung it with such frantic earnestness, 
that his grasp forced the blood to^tart un- 
der the nails. Menteith threw him off with 
violence, exclaiming,-^- '< Begone, naiads 
njan !'' , 

•• Then, be the vision accomplished!!' 
said Allan! ; and, drawing his dirk, struck 
with his whole gigantic force at the Ear l^s 
bosom. Th(g temper of the corslet threw 
the point of the weapon upwards, but a 

o2 .... . 
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deep ivoimd took place between the n^ck 
and shoulder; and the force of the blow* 
prostrated' the bridegroom on the flaon 
Montrose Entered at one Bide of the ante- 
room. The bridal company; alarmed at die* 
noise, were in e^ual apprehension and sur- 
prise; but ere Montrose could almost see 
\^hat had happened, Allan M'Aday had 
rushed past him, and descended the castie 
stairs like lightning. *' Guards, shut the 
gate !r iexclaimed Montrose---*' Seize him 
—kill himj if he resisfar!-**He shaH die if he 
were my brother i** 

But Allan prostrated, with a second blow 
of his dagger, a centinel who was upon 
duty — ^traversed the camp like a mountain- 
deer, though puniied by all who caught 
the alarm— -threw himself into the Hvert 
and, swimming te the opposite side, was 
soon lost among the woods* In the course 
of the same evening, his brother Angus 
and his followers left Montrose's camp, and, 
taking the road homeward, never again re- 
joined hixxu 
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€>£ Allan I^mself it is said, that, in a 
waaderfuUj short spacer after the deed was 
oommitted, he burst into a room in the 
Castle of Inverai^^ where Argyle was sitt 
tiog in coimdl, and flung on the table this 
bloodj. dtrk. 

M. la it the blood of James Graham ?* 
Sflfid Argyle^ » gha&Uy-^ expression of hope 
mining with the terror which the sudden 
i^paritioii naturally excited*. 

«^< It is the blood o£ his minioOf" anawer^ 
ed M^Aulay-~^^ It is blood which I was 
predestined to shed, though I would . rsu' 
ther have i^>ilt my own.'* , 

Having tlms spoken, he turned and left 
the oastle, and from -this moment nothing 
eetlain is.known of his/ifate* As^the boy 
Kenneth^ with three of tlie Children of 
the ' Mist, were ^en soon afterwards to 
cposs Xochfine, it is. supposed they dog; 
gcd. his course, and that he penLsheA 
by their hand in some obscure wildern€s;« 
Another opinioD .maintains^ that Allan 



M'AuUy w^nt abroad, md.di^d' i. iKonk 
iftf the Cartluisiaxx or4er. Bat lytihing. 
bejood bare presaaaptkoi ecmld cvtar ba 
brought in support o£ either opiQion^ 

His vengeance was much less eompjl^be 
than he probably fancied) for Ment^thi 
though so severely wounded: as to semaixi. 
long ia a dangerous state, was, by having 
adopted Major Dalgetty's fortunate racofiftt 
mendation of a cuirass as a bcidalrgaciiMHitf 
happily secured &om the worsts ocNafie- 
quences of the blow. . But his Sf^^cea 
were lost to Mcmtrose, and it was tbougl^t 
best that he should be coav^ed witlv his 
intendetl countess^ now truly a mburiung 
bride, and should accompany his wounded 
tather^in-law to the cattle of Sir Duncan^ 
Ardenvohr* Dalgetty followed. them te 
the water's edge, reminding M^nteilh. of 
the. . necessity of erecting ^ a socmce on 
Drumsnab to cover his lady's newlyrao 
quired inheritance. 

. . Diey performed their voyage in .safety, 
and Menteith was in a few weeks so well 



ii$heaidi» tttob^ united' tt> Anaot in the 
jfiliUftof. her fafche^. 

-. The Higblafidets vefe somewliat pn^« 
ir^d.lo t€G0fie]I& Mettteith^s Mcovery with 
4Jt€r vanitoft of the second sights and the 
moife .^perieilced Sears were displeased 
wilk^hibi for noV haying diedy But others 
tteilght the cf edit of the vision suflSciently 
fulfilled, by the wound inflicted by the hand« 
and with' the wo^poDi foretold ; and all were 
of cpinioH^ that the incident of the ring, 
,wi^ the death's-head^ related to the death 
of <!h6;bridi's fiither^ who did not survive 
:faer mariiagje many months* The incredu* 
JoUs beld» that all this was idle dreaming, 
\voA that Allan's supposed vision was but a 
* "cbttsequence of the private suggestions of 
\k\% owti pas6k>n, which, having long seen 
in Mentibith a rival more beloved than 
himself, struggled with his better nature, 
and.im[^essed upon him, as it were invo* 
luntarily, die idea of killing his competi* 
tor. 

. Menteitfa did not recover sufficiently to 
join Montrose during his brief and glorious 
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career ; and when that faeroie gMecal* dis- 
banded his army and retired ihym Soothod^ 
Menteith resdived iefadopt the life of pri« 
vacy, which be led till llie Restof atioiL A&> 
ter that happy event, 4ie occvpted a aitaa^ 
tion in the land befitting his rank, Kved 
long, happy aMka in poblk: regard and in 
domestic aflbction, and died'at a good oU 
age. 

Our dravuj^ j^stm^B have been lo B- 
mited, that, excepting Montroie, whose 
exploits and fate are the theme ^ history, 
we have only to mention Sir Sttgald%Dal«> 
getty. This gentleman continued, with the 
most rigorous punctuality, to discharge his 
duty, and to receive his pay, until he was 
made prisoner, among others, upon the 
^eld of PhilKphaugh. He was condemnejl 
to share the fate of bis feUow-ofteefs on 
that occasion, who were doomed to death 
rather by denunciations itom the potpit, 
tkan the sentence either of civil or military 
tribunal ; their blood being considered as a 
sort of sin- offering to 4ake away the guilt of 



the land* msA the fate imposed upon th^ jCar 
naaiiitw» under a special djspeosatioQ, bom 
ing impiously and cra^y applied to tbeou 
Several XiOwOuotry officers^ in Ihe ser* 
vice of the CoveMHtera^ ioterceded/ fot 
I>a)gettjF upon this oocattOD, representing 
him as a. person whose skill would be use- 
ful in tfaeir army» and who would be readi* 
ly induced to change his service. But or 
this ^int they found Sir Dugald unexpect- 
ediy obstinate. He had engaged with the 
King for a: certain ^erm> andt till that ww 
exptredrh»(prineiples would not permit any. 
shadow of <:hanging. The ^Cpvenanteris^ 
again» understood no such nice distinctioni 
and he was in the utmost danger of lalling 
a martyr, not to this, or that political prin*. 
<»ple, but merely to stidct ideas of a miU« 
tary enlistmeat. Fortunately, his friends 
discovered, by computation, that thcFc re* 
mained but a fortnight to elapseof the en- 
^igement be had formed^ and to which^ 
though certain it was neVer to be renew* 
«ed^ no. power on earth could make him 



&he. With tome difficulty they procured 
ft reprieve for thisf short space, after ^bidi 
they found him pel^Uy willing to come 
under any engagements they chose to.dic- 
Ute.' He entered the service c^ the Estates 
jiocordin^y> «and wmoght himself for- 
ward to be Major in Gilbert KQr's corps, 
commonly called the Kirk's Own Kegi- 
ment of Horse. Of his farther history 
we know nothing; until we find hiip in 
possession of his paternal estate of Dnatm- 
thwackel, which he acquired, not* by the 
liwordi but by a pacific intermarriage with 
Hannah Strachan, a matron somewhat 
stricken in years, the widow of the^ Aber- 
deenshire Covenanter* 

Sir Dugald. is supposed to have survived 
the Revolution, as traditions of no . very 
distant date represent him as cruising 
about in that country, very old, very deaf, 
and very full of interminable stories about 
the immortal Gustavus Adolphus, tbe Lion 
of the North, and the bulwark of the Pro- 
testant Faith. 

1 
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: Rbader ! Th£ Tales of my Ija^j^ 
j.OED are now finally closed, and it waf 
i»y purpose to have addressed thee lo the 
vein of Jededjiah Cleishbotham r butj Idee 
Horam the son of Asmar* and. all other 
imaginary story, tellers^ Jedediah has melt- 
ed into thin air, 

* Mr Cleishbotham bore the same resem^ 
blanoe to Ariel, as he at whoye voice 
h6 rose doth to the sage Prosjp^ro ; and 
yet, so fond are we of the fiotbtis Of our 
own fancy, that I part with him, and 
all his imaginary localities, with idle re- 
luctance. I atnr aware this is a feeling in 
which the reader will little sympathize; 
but he cannot be more sensible than I am, 
that sufficient varieties have now been ex- 
hibited of the Scottish character, to ex- 
haust one individual's powers of observa* 
tion, and that to persist ^wtntld:' be tiseless 
and tedious. I have the vanity to suppose, 
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tWt the popularity of these Novels has 
shewn my coantfyinenp and their peculia- 
rities! in lights wfich were new to the 
Southern reader ^ and that many, hitherto 
indifibrent upon the auk^ecti have been in- 
duced to read Scottish history^ from the 
allusions in these works of fiction. 

I retire from the field, eonscious there 
remains behind not only a lai^e harvest, 
but labourers capable of gatherings it in. 
More than one writer has of late displayed 
talents of this deserip^on ; and if the pre- 
sent author, himself a phantom^ may be 
permitted to distinguish a brother^ or per* 
fai^ a sister shadow, he would mentidn, in 
particular, the author of the very lively 
worl^, entitled *^ Marriage.^ 
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